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Church group denounces 
possible attack on Iraq 
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^^SEVA (AFP) — The World Council of Churches 

T d ¥ nWniberS ,nast ■*“ ^‘^nunems 
a US nuhury strike against Iraq, saving w 

** would result in heavy civilian casualties. The WCC 
it strongly supports U.N. General Secretary Kofi 
Jnnan s rnp to Iraq to search for a diplomatic saluiionto 

nw «! d nianCT ** hclore 

the UN. Security Council again before any action is 

oken. The executive committee of the WCC.' which is a 
fellowship of MX) churches worldwide, said if was unive- 
jy concerned at the "massive military build-up" in die 
Gtdf rogran by US. armed forces and several of its allies', 
including Britain. The committee wanted that “vet again 
renewed military action will result in large-scale casual- 
ties and increased suffering by ihe Iraqi people." 
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Albright allows personnel 
to leave Kuwait, Israel 

WASHINGTON i AFP) — Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright has deckled to allow the departure of some per- 
sonnel and families of diplomats from embassies in 
Kuwait and Israel, her spokesman $aid Friday. The deci- 
sion was a ’’precautionary measure" and is not based on 
any imminent threat to Americans in those two countries, 
Slate Department spokesman James Rubin said. The 
ambassadors and chiefs of missions in Kuwait City. Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem recommended to Ms. Albright that 
she allow the voluntary departures after many employees 
and their families expressed concern about their safety. 
"They have some anxiety." Mr. Rubin said. "The proba- 
bility of Iraq resorting to" the use of chemical or biologi- 
cal weapons is remote but cannot be excluded," he said. 
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Crown Prince, Annan expect 
success of Baghdad mission 
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By Francesca Ciriaci 
" ; in Pam 

HJS ROYAL Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan held talks with 
UN. Secretary General Kofi 
Aanan in the early Ihxjin of 
Friday morning on efforts to 
Snd a diplomatic solution to 
the U.N.-lraq standoff own- 
weapons inspections and save 
the whole region the disastrous 
consequences of a military 
option. 

Mr. Annan briefed Prince 
Hassan on hU last-ditch mis- 
sion to Baghdad, which started 
yesterday, and the Crown 
Prims reiterated Jordan’s full 
support for Mr. Annan and die 
Jordanian people’s hope that 
die crisis will be contained. 

“We are delighted that die 
secretary general has been able 
id ’ find the necessary agree- 
ment in the Security Council 
for this mission to be made 
possible and I echo... this gen- 
uine hope on behalf of every- 
one in the region and all peace- 
loving people in the world that 
agreement is possible in Bagh- 
dad and that the defusing of 
this crisis based on the recog- 
nition of U.N. principles is 
possible, so that the problcm- 
sdying can continue in the 
region as a whole," the Crown 
Pribcesaid. 

. - a* ’ 


Prince Hasson and Mr. 
Annan were speaking to 
reporters after their brief meet- 
ing at the hisuxy.rieh Hotel 
Crilfon, where the French gov- 
ernment has been hosung its 
guests sirere die ISih century. 

Mr. .Annan arrived in Bagh- 
dad a few hours tiler on board 
of a French government plane 
amid increasing Inipcs dun the 
U.S.-fhreaiencd military 
option could be avoided in an 
1 lth-hour effort. “1 ;tm pleased 
to tell you dm the Crown 
Prince and I have had a very 
good discussion over dw crisis 
in Iraq, my trip in Baghdad, 
and our expectations that it 
will be successful and I will be 
able to convince the Iraqi 
authorities to implement the 
U.N. resolutions, so dial no 
military action will be lakcu,” 
Me Annan said. 

The secretary general, who 
has received an official nuui- 
dare for his Baghdad talks 
from the five permanent mem- 
bers in the UJM. Security 
Council, including the U.S. 
and the U.K.. in whal many 
international observers consid- 
er an outstanding diplomatic 
victory, said he was going to 
Baghdad with “ideas which if 
Idle Iraqi leadership] accept 
can get us out of the hook." 

“I am not going with an ulti- 


matum. 1 will be discussing 
with them ways and means of 
breaking the ” impasse, over- 
coming the crisis and getting 
bxk to our work. I am not car- 
rying an ultimatum and I am 
not a messenger" he said. 

Wishing Mr. Annan success 
in his mission, the Crown 
Prince expressed hope that 
“our brethren in Iraq wixild 
respund in a pniciictil way to 
the secretary general's mission 
so that the military option and 
catastropliic consequences 
will he avoided "Once again, 
our region needs die elVoris of 
(he secretary general and the 
international a mini unity to 
solve a fiost of issues. Ii Is tnrr 
hope that we will be able to 
overcome diose challenges 
and see dxr Iraqi pct^ile live in 
pianc and siabUiry and get the 
glimmer of Iwpe that they 
deserve,*' the Crown Prince 
stud. 

The Crown Prince arrived in 
Pttris late Thursday from Lon- 
don. where he held talks with 
British Foreign Minister 
Robin Cook as pan of contin- 
ued Jordanian etlbns led by 
His Majesty King Hussein w 
ensure a dipluinaiic solution to 
the Iraqi-U.N. crisis and pro- 
tect the Mideast region from 
yet another military confitmta- 
tion. 


In the I ‘WO- 1091 Guli' crisis, 
Jordan paid a heavy toll, with 
over 1.5 million refugees 
entering its borders from Iraq 
and other Gulf states, putting a 
great pressure on its infrastruc- 
ture. 

Countries in the Western-led 
alliance that launched “Desert 
Storm" were also enraged by 
the Kingdom's perceived pn> 
Iraqi stands. 

Officials sud die price of a 
fresh military confrontation at 
Jordan’s east would be disas- 
trous lor the Kingdom's 
tilready fragile economy. 

Deputy fYime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Jawud Anani, who is accom- 
panying the Crown Prince in 
his European talks, said direct 
losses resulting from the 
launch of "Desert Thunder" 
the code-name of the possible 
U^s.-led strike against Iraq, 
could be estimated at "no less 
than $600 million per annum, 
considering only the interrup- 
tion of Iraqi oil supplies and 
trade flows." 

Dr. Anani added that a mili- 
tary strike on Baghdad would 
translate to a three per cent 
growih in unemployment rate, 
officially placed at 15 per cent, 
but unofficially estimated at 27 
percent. 


U.N. chief arrives in Baghdad, 
says mission ‘moral obligation’ 


Combined agency 
. . . dispatches 

' U.N. SECRETARY Gener- 
. 'aTKofi Annan arrived here 
Friday and said he was 
“reasonably optimistic" he 
could reach a peaceful 
solution to the crisis with 

- Iraq over arms inspections 
and avert a U.S. military 
strike. 

“I hope that my talks in 
the next few days will per- 
mit me and die Iraqi ieader- 

- ship and President Saddam 
Hussein to find a way out 
of- this crisis." he told 
reporters at Saddam Inter- 
national Airport after arriv- 
ing from Paris. 

“f have an obligation, a 
juridical and moral obliga- 
tion, to try and reduce 
international tensions 
wherever 1 can and this is 
my mission here, and 1 
hope I will leave Baghdad 
with a package that is 
acceptable to all," he said. 

Tm reasonably opti- 
mistic that we may find a 
peaceful solution," said the 
U.N. chief who described 
his Hth-hour mission as a 
“sacred duty." 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Tareq Aziz, who wel- 
comed the French presi- 
dential Falcon 900 jet car- 
rying the U.N. chief, also 
said he was optimistic. 

“We are going to enter 
into constructive discus- 
sions and I share the opti- 
mism of the secretary' gen- 
eral about the outcome." 
said Mr. Aziz, who was 
wearing a military uniform. 

“Whal Iraq wants is a 
fair, balanced solution to 
this problem... that pre- 
serves the sovereignty, dig- 
nity and the national secu- 
rity of Iraq as well as the 
implementation of U.N. 
resolutions," he added. 

Following his brief 
remarks, Mr. Annan set off 
in a black Mercedes-Benz 
-flying the United Nations 
and Iraqi flags and accom- 
panied by motorcade led by 
Iraqi policemen oh motor- 
cycles. 

Mr. Annan is seeking to 
(Continued on page 7) 



U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan makes a statement alongside Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz upon his arrival in Baghdad Friday <Reuters photo) 

Security Council allows Iraq to double oil exports 

Clinton backs oil deal in 
message to Arab nations 


WASHINGTON (AFPi — 
U.S. President Bill Clinton on 
Friday pledged lo limit civilian 
casualties if the United Slates 
began air strikes against Iraq in 
an^ effort lo end the aims 
inspections slandoft with 
Baghdad. 

"If force proves necessary lu 
resolve this crisis, we will do 
everything we can to prevent 
innocent people from getting 
hurt," Mr. Clinton said in a 
radio broadcast released for 
satellite transmission overseas. 

“We have no quarrel with the 
Iraqi people, who arc heirs to u 
proud civilisation and who 
have suffered for so many 
years" under Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. Mr. Clinton 

The broadcast, aimed at Arab 
nations, was aired after the 
U.N. Security Council agreed 
Friday to approve easing U.N. 
sanctions and allow Iraq to 


more than double its oil exports 
every six months fur the pur- 
chasL* of humanitarian goods. 

Mr. Clinton pledged the 
United States will “work hard 
to make sure those funds arc 
used to help tlx* ordinary peo- 
ple of Iraq" who have been 
squeezed by the U.N. -imposed 
sanctions aimed at disarming 
the country. 

"Saddam's priorities arc 
painfully clear. Not caring fur 
his citizens but building 
weapons of mass destruction 
and using them,’* said Mr. Clin- 
ton, pointing out that the Iraqi 
president had delayed the 
humanitarian deal with 
"bureaucratic wrangling.” 
White House spokeswoman 
Anne Luzzatlo said earlier the 
timing of tire broadcast hud 
nothing lo do with U.N. Secre- 
tary General Kofi Annan’s visit 
to Baghdad Friday, pointing 
out that flic Security Council 


vote had been planned some 
time agu. 

‘To all our Arab and Muslim 
friends, let me say America 
wants to see a future of securi- 
ty, prosperity and peace for the 
people of the Middle East," Ik 
said. 

Meanwhile, Clinton adminis- 
tration officials continued to 
haw a Irani time persuading the 
American people of the possi- 
ble need lor military action. 

In Minneapolis, U.S. ambas- 
sador to the U.N., Bill Richard- 
son, was jeered with cfcints of 
"no blood for oil” as he spoke 
at die University of Minnesota 

Some 100 opponents of mili- 
laiy action heckled him ai a 
breakfast meeting attended by 
about 2U0 people. 

"I salute you and I wish you 
die best but I have to tell you: 
On the polity toward Iraq, you 
are wrong," Mr. Richardson 
told die protesters. 


Crown Prince meets Chirac, Turkish president 
in intense efforts to resolve Iraq-U.N. crisis 

Our objective is the future of the 
Arab human being — Prince Hassan 

Crown prince expresses ‘ great feeling of pain for 
any loss in lives' in Ma’an clashes yesterday 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
in Paris 

JORDAN ON Friday con- 
tinued its intense efforts to 
achieve a peaceful solution 
to the U.N. -Iraqi crisis 
through talks His Royal 
Highness Crowu Prince 
Hassan held here with the 
U.N. secretary general isee 
separate story l. the Turkish 
president, the French presi- 
dent and tup French offi- 
cials. 

The main message which 
Prince Hassan stressed in 
his meetings was that a 
peaceful solution must be 
found in order to save Iraq 
and the whole region the 
catastrophic consequences 
of a new military confronta- 
tion. 

The talks represented 
what one official described 
as concerted Jordanian con- 
tacts with world leaders 
able to influence the course 
of events in the U.N.-Iraqi 
crisis at this sensitive and 
critical stage in the stand- 
off. 

"Naturally our main 
objective is the future of the 
Arab human being, Arab 
Muslim identity on our 
land, in our Arab Wbrld, 
within our Islamic nation," 



French President Jacques Chirac, right, listens to Crown Prince Hassan during their 
meeting at the Elysee Palace in Paris on Friday (AP photo) 


Prince Hassan said after his 
meeting with French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac. 

“No Arab can ever accept 
that harm befalls civilians 
and innocent Arab people." 
he told reporters gathered 
outside the Elysee Palace. 

Responding to a question 
on yesterday’s riots in 


Ma’an, the Crown Prince 
expressed "a great feeling 
of pain for any losses in 
lives, whether among the 
public security forces or 
civilians." 

But he said solidarity 
with the Iraqi people could 
be expressed with effective 
work and diplomatic con- 


tacts with world leaders 
able to influence the course 
of events in the U.N.-Iraqi 
standoff, which Jordan is' 
doing at this critical stage. 
The Crown Prince warned 
that “sometimes some 
political panics or activists 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.N., aid 
agencies 
ready 
for Iraq 
emergency 

GENEVA (R) — The LLY 
refugee agency urged Iraq’s 
neighbour* on Friday ro keep 
benders open to any exodus in 
case of a possible U-S.-lod 
strike on Baghdad. 

As UN. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan headed to Baghdad 
on Friday lo head off military 
action, relief agencies in Gene- 
va \akl they were stocking up 
emergency supplies in the 
region. 

Al a news briefing in Geneva, 
the United Nations High Com- 
mission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) urged regional gov- 
ernments not (o slam doors shut 
ro any possible exodus of 
refugees that may result from a 
conflict. 

“There is the issue of poten- 
tial displacement, (here is ihe 
issue of refugees fleeing, there 
is the issue of weapons of mass 
destruction, (here is (he issue of 
possible loss of human lives." 
UNHCR spokesman Kris 
Janowski said. 

"We have asked governments 
to keep iheir doors open to peo- 
ple who may be forced to flee 
Iraq. We hope neighbouring 
countries will have these people 
if ihere is a movement. If not, 
there will be a difficult situa- 
tion." 

Washington has made it clear 
that it is prepared, with or with- 
out international backing, to 
unleash an attack on Iraq unless 
it gives UN. weapons inspec- 
tor* unlimited access*. Mr. 
Janowski sad thai regional gov- 
ernments told tiu UNHCR that 
(hey "would prefer to deal with 
possible displaced people in 
Iraq and supply them with 
whatever they need in Iraq.” 
"We do not share thai opin- 
ion. If people feel unsafe in Iraq, 
they should be allowed to cross 
the borders," he said. 


One killed, 3 injured in Ma’an 
riots; Leith Shbeilat arrested 


By Tareq Ayvoub 

Special 10 ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — One person 
was killed and three lightly 
injured in a shooting incident 
following the Friday pray ers 
in the southern town of 
Ma’an after demonstrators 
look to the street in a pro-Iraq 
rally, officials and eyewit- 
nesses said. 

Minister of Interior Natheer 
Rasheed blamed the incident 
on Leith Shbeilat. president 
of the Jordan Engineers 
Association, who was'anresi- 
ed in the early hours of Fri- 
day while on his way back lo 
.Amman after delivering a 
sermon in the town’s 
mosque. 

“Mr. Shbeibi was responsi- 
ble for w hal has happened 
and he will be tried for insti- 
gating riots." Mr. Rasheed 
told [he Jordan Times. 

The minister said that 
Mohammad Abdullah Al 
Kaieb, 22, a student ul Mu’ia 
University was killed “when 
demonstrator* opened lire ai 
tiie police who were dying to 
prevent them from taking to 
the street.” 

Nasha’at Abdullah Maine' i 
and Arafat Mohammad 
Abdul Dayim were injured in 
the shooting, Ma’an hospital 
sources said. The two were 
discharged hours after the 
incident. 

A policeman, whose name 
was not known, was also 
injured in ihe shooting. 

Unconfirmed reports said 
that Yassin Kateb, a cousin of 
Mohammad, was hit in ihe 
leg by a rubber bullet during 
the clashes. 

“Some of those who took 
pan in the rally were armed 
and started to shoot ai the 
police which caused the 
death iof Kateb] and other 
injuries," Mr. Rasheed said. 

The minister added that the 
incident occurred "despite 
warnings from the security 
authorities not to organise ral- 


lies and to refrain from play- 
ing with the feelings of the 
people and instigating them 
into activities that endanger 
their lives." 

Mr. Rasheed said that 
police was interrogating sev- 
eral people in connection 
with the incident. 

However, Ma'an residents 
reached by telephone said 
that they did not see armed 
demonstrators and blamed 
police for the shooting. 

"The rally was peace fill 
and participants were very' 
organised but suddenly 
police started to shoot tear 
gas at the demonstrators,” 
one resident, who asked not 
to be identified, told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

"Police action provoked the 
demonstrators,” another eye- 
witness said. 

"When police fired at the 
demonstrators, they immedi- 
ately responded by throwing 
stones at police," the witness 
said. 

Eyewitnesses said that 
demonstrators, were estimat- 
ed at between 100 and 150. 

Eyewitnesses told the Jor- 
dan Times last night that 
police patrolled the town in 
heavy number*. 

Later on Friday, uncon- 
firmed reports spoke of clash- 
es between police and youths 
in the Shumiyeh neighbour- 
hood of Ma’an, were the 
family of Kateb lives. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Shbeilat’s 
son. Fortran, told the Jordan 
Times that his father was 
airested near Qatranah. 90 
kilometres south of Amman, 
when he was on his way back 
home. 

"A police patrol intercepted 
my father while he was on his 
way from Ma’an and they 
asked him to accompany 
them to a police station in 
Karak," Mr. Shbeilat’s son 
said. 

""We do not know where 
my father is being held and 
we were not informed about 


his whereabouts,” he added. 

Mr. Shbeilat was tried for 
treason in 1992 and sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment 
but was immediately par- 
doned by His Majesty' King 
HuiSein. 

In 1996, he was tried for 
lese’-majesie and sentenced 
for three years imprisonment 
and later in 1997 released by 
the King again. 

Meanwhile, police force- 
fully prevented demonstra- 
tors to take to the streets at 
another pro-Iraq rally in the 
northern city of Irbid. 

The rally was scheduled to 
start from Hassan Al Bana 
Mosque in Irbid and was 
called for by ihe powerful 
Muslim Brotherhood move- 
ment. 

Police armed with batons, 
tear gas, dogs and guns 
closed the area surrounding 
the mosque and prevented 
worshippers from starting the 
rally. 

The Brotherhood ordered 
its followers to remain in the 
mosque where a leading fig- 
ure delivered a speech 
denouncing U.S. threats 
against Iraq and calling “for 
jihad to help the Iraqi peo- 
ple." 

“Why does America want 
to abolish the weapons of 
moss destruction in Iraq 
while it turns a deaf ear to 
Israel’s arsenal of non-con- 
vemional weapon?" asked 
Ali Eioum, a Brotherhood 
leader in Irbid. 

’The government should 
refrain from curbing the peo- 
ple’s freedom and allow them 
to express their opinion freely 
on Iraq," added Mr. 
EiouiiLFollowing the rally, 
which dispersed peacefully, 
police arrested a few partici- 
pants and confiscated a cam- 
era from a journalist who was 
covering the event. 

Eidah Mornlaq, a leading 
Islamic Action Front activist, 
was banned from entering the 

mosque. 
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Algiers bombing kills two, wounds 32 


ALGIERS ( AP) — A bomb 
exploded Friday morning 
in a market in the suburbs 
of the Algerian capital, 
killing two people and 
wounding 32 others, the 
government security ser- 
vices said. 

Residents of the neigh- 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Germany’s junior minisrer 
for foreign affairs. Helmut 
Schaefer, has announced 
that he plans to meet with 
leaders of Sudan's main 
rebel movement after talks 
in Khartoum with top gov- 
ernment officials. 

Mr. Schaefer, a minister of 
state, told a press conference 
in Khartoum late Thursday 
that he was leaving the city 
to meet leaders of the Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) in the Kenyan capi- 
tal Nairobi. 

Speaking at the German 
ambassador's residence in 
Khartoum. Mr. Schaefer 
added that he also planned to 
talk to officials of Operation 
Lifeline Sudan over the 
means of improving the flow 
of relief materials to people 
affected by years of civil war 
in southern Sudan. 

In Khartoum. Mr. Schaefer 
held talks with President 
Omar Bashir, the head of the 
militaiy junta. Foreign Min- 
ister Mustafa Osman Ismail 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein's 
government cannot be over- 
thrown. the Iraqi president's 
elder son Uday said in an 
interview with the Japanese 
news agency. Kyodo. pub- 
lished Friday. 

“This system [of govern- 
ment] will not be toppled, 
just as a human being cannot 
have wings to fly like birds." 
Uday said in the 40-minute 
exclusive interview with 
Kyodo. 

U.S. congressmen have 
been calling for the over- 
throw of President Saddam 
in the showdown over U.N. 
weapons inspections, but 
Uday recalled there had 
been rumours of an over- 
throw during the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

When bombed radio and 
television stations stopped 
broadcasting, Uday recalled 
that some said the govern- 
ment had been overthrown 
while others said the presi- 
dent had been killed. 

“What followed was a lot 
of murders, massacres, 
rapes, and robberies carried 
out by traitors." said Uday, 
who was wearing a dark 
blue suit and still moved 
with some difficulty follow- 
ing an assassination attempt 
more than a year ago. 


bourhood. who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, 
said the bomb was 
extremely powerful and the 
number of victims could be 
larger than what the securi- 
ty forces announced. 

Friday's attack followed 
two explosions late Thurs- 


and National Assembly 
Speaker Hasson Turabi. who 
is seen as the Islamist emi- 
nence grise of the regime. 

Mr. Schaefer said "his dis- 
cussions with government 
officials had concerned the 
implementation of a peace 
pact signed last year by the 
regime and some splinter 
rebel factions. He added that 
he was visiting in the context 
of missions by officials and 
parliamentarians from the 
European Union (EU) to 
become acquainted with the 
situation in all domains. 

Such domains included 
human rights, and Mr. 
Schaefer disclosed that he 
had tackled Khartoum offi- 
cials on alleged slavery prac- 
tices and the deprivation of 
civil liberties in Sudan. He 
stated that Sudanese officials 
denied such charges and had 
said they welcomed visits by 
German and other ELI dele- 
gations to discuss the real 
situation. 

Sudanese leaders also told 
Mr. Schaefer that a proposed 


“At the time some analysts 
expected Iraq to be divided 
into three parts: a Kurdish 
one in the north, a pro-Iran- 
ian one-in the south and the 
central government in the 
central part of Iraq." he said. 

"But when President Sad- 
dam Hussein appeared on 
TV, traitors and chaos van- 
ished quickly." he said. 

“This system of govern- 
ment will never be toppled 
because it is based on the 
people's spirit. The Iraqi 
people have remained united 
because of this system of 
government.’' he said. 

He also said he hoped 
U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
.Annan, who arrives here Fri- 
day. would find a solution to 
the crisis over U.N. arms 
inspections. 

■"We also welcome all 
efforts that would safeguard 
the sovereignty and dignity 
of Iraq against the American 
savage attack.” Uday said. 

“We hope that the visit of 
Mr. Annan will be to the 
level, which we aspire for in 
terms of establishing jus- 
tice." 

Uday was also asked about 
Baghdad's reluctance to 
allow unfettered U.N. 
weapons inspections of Iraqi 
presidential sites. 

“Could the Japanese allow 


day afternoon, which killed 
two people and injured 12 
others. 

The first bomb Thursday 
afternoon exploded in cen- 
tral Algiers, wounding 10 
civilians. In a shoot-out 
that followed the explo- 
sion, the perpetrator, as 


new constitution guarantees 
democracy, freedom of 
political association and 
belief and individual liber- 
ties. but in the context of a 
federal government system. 
The German official said 
that federalism was the most 
suitable system for countries 
with ethnic, religious and 
cultural diversity. 

The mainstream SPLA. 
led by Colonel John Garang. 
has been fighting since 1983 
to free the animist and Chris- 
tian south of Africa's largest 
nation from domination by 
the Arabised. Islamist north. 

The junta, backed by Mr. 
Turabi’s National Islamic 
Front movement, which has 
been officially banned like 
ail other parties since Presi- 
dent Bashir toppled an elect- 
ed government in 1989. has 
in recent weeks been advo- 
cating a single-party system 
embracing different tenden- 
cies — snubbing demands 
for a return to multi-party 
politics. 


the inspection of the emper- 
or's [palace]?" he reportedly 
answered. “Iraq has already 
fulfilled all its obligations 
towards the U.N." 

The U.N. Special Com- 
mission. “however, always 
say that they still have other 
issues to investigate." he 
added. “They should act in a 
clear manner and deal with 
issues in a case-by-case 
manner." 

“The Iraqi children in par- 
ticular. and the people in 
Iraq in general, are the vic- 
tims of these ongoing and 
endless sanctions,” he said. 

Uday. who is chairman of 
the Iraqi National Olympic 
Committee and who runs the 
newspaper Babel and Youth 
Television, dismissed as 
"rubbish" reports he would 
succeed his father as head of 
state. 

Mr. Annan left Paris on 
Friday for a meeting with 
President seen as a last- 
chance effort to avoid U.S.- 
led attacks on Iraq. 

Military deployments by 
the United Stares and Britain 
and the sight of U.N. work- 
ers pulling out of Baghdad 
ahead of possible airstrikes 
have added urgency to U.N. 
chief Annan's trip, already 
underscored by war-ready 
comments by U.S. leaders. 


well as a passer-by. was 
killed by police. 

The second bomb also 
exploded Thursday in the 
Bab Ai Oued neighbour- 
hood, wounding two peo- 
ple. No one claimed 
responsibility for the 
attacks. 


Rafsanjani 
says West 
gave mass 
destruction 
weapons to 
Iraq 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Former 
Iranian President AJi Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani criti- 
cised the United States and 
Europe on Friday for supply- 
ing Iraq with the weapons of 
mass destruction ar the heart 
of the current crisis. 

“Your hands are dirty and 
you are implicated, because 
it is you yourselves who 
have been putting the most 
destructive kinds of weapons 
in Iraq’s hands,” he said as 
he led weekly prayers at 
Tehran University. 

“Not only Iraq but also the 
experts and the Western 
countries are war criminals," 
Mr. Rafsanjani told a crowd 
of several thousand. 

“If there is a fair court or an 
impartial international body, 
Iraq will be judged a war 
criminal for having used 
chemical weapons, and you, 
too. for having put these 
weapons in its hands," he 
said. 

Mr. Rafsanjani. who 
stepped down as president in 
August, remains an influen- 
tial figure in Iran as a top 
advisor to spiritual leader 
Ayatollah AJi Khamenei. 

Egyptian FM 
to visit seven 
African 
countries 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa will visit seven 
African countries from 
March 3-12 to strengthen 
their relations with Cairo, 
the Foreign Ministry 
announced Friday. 

The trip will take Mr. 
Musa successively to 
Niger, Senegal, Guinea, the 
Ivory Coast, Mali. Ghana 
and Chad, it said. 

The top Egyptian diplo- 
mat is also due to attend a 
meeting of the foreign min- 
isters of the member states 
of the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) from 
Feb. 25 to 27 in Addis 
Ababa. 


German minister scheduled to 
meet Sudanese rebel leaders 


Saddam’s government cannot 
be overthrown — Uday 



TURKISH POLICE ARREST PROTESTER: Police arrest a protester Friday in Istanbul after several hundred 
people protesting against a possible ILS. military strike on Iraq clashed with Turkish police after prayers in 
Istanbul's Beyazit Mosque- Police made a number of arrests and several people on both sides were hurt in the 
scuffle (AFP photo) 


British intelligence lists ‘suspect’ Arabs in U.K. 


From The Guardian 

MI5 IS targeting hundreds of 
Arabs living in Britain, Who 
face the prospect of detention 
without trial in the event of 
military strikes against Iraq. 

It has identified individuals 
suspected of “hostile intent." 
some of whom are likely to be 
deported, well-placed sources 
said . Others will be told they 
are being watched, in the hope 
they wifi avoid political agita- 
tion. MI5 and police Special 
Branches have drawn up a list 


of names, said to be in the 
‘lower hundreds." of suspect 
Arabs. 

Few Iraqis have been given 
visas to enter Britain since the 
Gulf war. and the sources insist 
there would be no “mass 
deportations." Decisions 
would be taken case by case, 
they said. 

The government is anxious 
to avoid the fiasco during the 
Gulf war when, on M15 
advice, more than 50 innocent 
Arabs were interned as terror- 
ists. They included Abbas 


ChebJak, a Palestinian writer 
and human rights campaigner 
resident in Britain for 16 years, 
and a respectable chairman of 
an insurance company. Depor- 
tation notices were served then 
on a further 167 Iraqi, Jordan- 
ian. Lebanese and Yemeni 
nationals. 

The detentions, allegedly 
based on out-of-date MI5 files, 
provoked a storm of criticism. 

The Special Immigration 
Appeals Commission Act. 
which has received the Royal 
Asset but has not yet become 


law. sets up an independent tri- 
bunal of judges who wiD rale 
on national security cases, k 
replaces a procedure whereby 
the home secretary alone 
decides on deportation follow- 
ing secret hearings by 'Three 
wise men" appointed by trim. 

John Wadham, director of 
Liberty, the civil rights group, ! 
said: "There is a grave danger 
of repeating the mistakes of 
Iasi time, and the detention of 
people innocent of any 
involvement with the Iraqi 
regime." 


EU ready to normalise relations with Iran 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Union (EU) will 
take the first step Monday 
towards normalising its rela- 
tions with Iran, which have 
been on ice since the Islamic 
regime was implicated in ter- 
rorism in Germany last year. 

Diplomats said EU govern- 
ments have reached a consen- 
sus on the need to respond 
positively to Iran's attempt at 
reconciliation under its new 
president, Mohammad Khata- 


mi. 

“It does not mean we have 
abandoned our concerns on 
terrorism or on weapons of 
mass destruction bur we need 
to have a policy that is respon- 
sive to developments in Iran." 
said a senior British official. 

The precise terms for the 
new' relationship will be 
thrashed out by foreign minis- 
ters from the 15 EU countries 
ai their monthly meeting on 
Monday. 


The EU suspended its. “crit- 
ical dialogue” with Iran last 
April after a German court 
ruled that senior Iranian offi- 
cials had been involved in the 
organisation of the 1992 
assassination of four Kurdish 
dissidents in a Berlin restau- 
rant. 

The bloc’s senior diplomats 
were returned to Tehran in 
November but ministerial 
contacts remain banned. 

The decision by the EU to 


upgrade ties with Iranis likeh 
to aggravate tensions with M 
United Stares, which has 
attempted in vain to persuade 
its European partners to join it 
in a policy of isolating the 
Islamic Republic. ' 
Washington is expected to 
rule shortly dial three foreign 
petroleum companies which 
have concluded a joint energy 
deal with Iran, including 
France s Total are subject to 
sanctions under U-S. law. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 






Accused Algerian Islamist goes on trial in Naples 

NAPLES (AFP) — .An Algerian accused of organising Islamist 
networks in Europe and shipping arms to activists hack home 
refused to anend his trial as it got underway in Naples Friday. The 
defendant, Djamel Lounici. 36, is under house arrest. Mr. Lounici 
is a member of Algeria’s banned Islamic Salvation Front. He was 
detained in Italy in May 1995 on an international arrest warrant 
issued by France, which seeks his extradition. 

Iraqi Kurds agree to exchange prisoners 

CAIRO (AP) — Two rival Kurdish factions controlling parts of 
northern Iraq have decided to exchange prisoners and set up joint 
panels to deal with humanitarian work, one of the groups reported. 
The decision was announced after a meeting Thursday between 
representatives of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the 


Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. KDP radio reported Thursday. 

Israel frees bedouin suspected of plotting Hamas attack 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — An Lsrarii-Arab suspected of plannin g a 
bomb attack for Hamas was freed on Friday after almost one month 
of detention, judicial sources stud. Sharif Abu Ghani, a bedouin 
from southern Israel was arrested last month along with another 
bedouin and accused of embarking on a suicide bombing missi on. 

Mr. Ghani was eventually freed after 25 days without any charges i 
being pressed after the second suspect was released last month. 
After their arrest on January 26. Israeli Security Minister Avigdor 
Kahalani said they had been about to commit an attack, but securi- 
ty officials Intercast doubt on his allegations. No explosives or other 
weapons were found in the mens cars and both were driving south, 
away from Jerusalem, when they were stopped at Israeli police 
checkpoints. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO . 

16:10 The Hammemaan 

16 JO French Cartoon — Canon 
the Adventurer 

17:00 French doc. — Cago 

18:00 - ..Square One TV 

19:00 — Le Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — The 
Discovering Magazine 

19:30 New s headlines 

20:00 - Cinema, Cinema 

20:30 - Prism 

21:10 Drama — TimeTrax 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Feature film: “The 

Bonfire of the Vanities - 

23:59 .'.Comedy — “The 

Respected Family" 



DEPARTURES 


-1 


St Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
624853/624811. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 865897 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 8 1 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints 654932 


00:30 ... 



PRAYER TIMES 

WEATHER 

04:51 


Bullewi supplietl by the Depart- 

06:09 

- (Sunrise) Du ha 

merit of Meteorology 

11:49 

Dhuhr 

Sunny ro partly cloudy weather 

15:00 


conditions will prevail, scat- 

17-30 .... 


tered showers are expected in 

18:47 

‘Isha 

the southern parts of the King- 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh. Tel 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 


dom. and winds easterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, skies will be 
partly cloudy with a chance of 
showers, winds northerly mod- 
erate. and seas calm. 

Min/Max. temp* 

Amman 04/15 


Aqaba 12/22 

Deserts —...03/1 6 

Jordan Valley 1 1/21 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
.Amman 14 Aqaba 22 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 43 per cent. 
Aqaba 4»J percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. MukhlesMazahrah 820425 

Dr. WisamHzayym 748563 

Dr. KhaBdAbdo 657129 

Dr. MuntherAlKhatib — 839868 

Firas pharmacy -.5661912 

FenJows pharmacy — 778336 
AI Asema pharmacy....-637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy -644945 

Shmtisani pharmacy ....637660 

Najib pharmacy — 847632 

ERBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’anmeh —250080 

AI Quds pharmacy . — (■ — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. fafah Safari™ .987565 


Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .....637 1 1 1 
ChU Defence Department 

...» 3661111 

GvB Defence Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

CivQ Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192, 621 MI. 

637777 

Fire Brigade -.617101 

Blood Bank -775121 

Highway Police ...._ 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

63032! 

Hotel Complaints 25605800 

Price Complaints 3661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints - —..897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints ,787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) - 12 1 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

5661101 

Jordan Ddevisioa 773 1 i 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 


Water Authority .5680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 44- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 44- 

53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

_SI 38 13/32 

Khahdi Maternity, J. Amn 

—64428 1/6 

Akileh Maternity, J. Amn. 

-642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

— 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine, Shmetsani -2560707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital —56691 3 1 
University Hospital — 845845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali — 5666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali - 5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mnhajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 

775111/26 

Array* Marim 891611/15 


Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Aroal Hospital 5674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt, Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

109)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ....(09)986732 
AI Hikam Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

ERBID: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

- —(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

— (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
<44)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 


on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (44) 52700 or (44) 
523250. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJj flights 

07:15 —Aqaba (add )»RJ) 

08 ; 25 — Damascus (RJ) 

09 JO New Delhi (RJ) 

09:55 Karachi Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 — Doha. Bahrain (RJ> 

J 0 *J 0 — .Colombo (RJ) 

15HI0 ...New Yak, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:20 — Cairo (RJ) 

17:40 .London. Berlin (RJ> 

^45 Frankfurt (RJ) 

.Bangkok tRJi 

Other F ligh ts 

09:30 ~A1 ’Arish(PF) 

13:15 Riyadh (SV) 

15:05 — Vienna (OS) 

18:00 — Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

21:1° Paris. Damascus (AF) 

22^30 .Athens (OA l 

22:35 -Cairo (MS) 

23:30 -London, Beirut (B A) 

23:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

03 s25 - Rome ( AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(No flights on Saturday) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:00 . 

- .Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

06:20 

- iBeinjlfRn 

10:00 . 

...Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:30 .-Amsterdam. New YodctRJ) 

12:00 .. 

Milan Madrid (RJ) 

12:00 .. 

Geneva, Brussels (RJI 

12:10 .. 

... ..Paris (RJ) 

12:15 ... 

.London (Rft 

12-JO .... -Cairo (RJ) 

20:05 _ 

—Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

20:15— 

.. RombaviRJ) 

20 JO _ 

Larmca(RJ) 

20:30 .. 

...JeddahlRD 

21.-00 ., 

...Abu Dhabi. Dobai (RJ) 

Other Flights 

07-00 

Reina (ME) 

14:15 Abu Dhabi Bahrain (GF) 

14:45 

Riyadh (SV) 

13:50 

.—.Viem'KcfOS] 

19:00 ... 

...TVihaitEK) 

23-35 .... 

OimtMSJ 

23-35 - 

....DamascuSrParis (AF) 

0035 ..., 

-AmstffldaniOfli). 

03:00 .. 

-.AthensXAZ) 

04:20 ... 

_._Rome-(0A) i 

Royal Whigs (RW) ' 

(No flights on Saturday) 
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Agriculture 
ministry 
working on 
development 
strategy 

By Shehab Mokahleh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Agriculture is working ii» 
develop a comprehensive 
agricultural plan to better 
serve development projecLs 
throughout the Kingdom and 
enable Jordan to become 
self-reliant by increasing 
food production, according 
to ministry sources. 

The sources added that 
water shortages uuuld he a 
major stumbling block in die 
path of economic and sus- 
tainable agricultural develop- 
ment in Ionian. 

Meanwhile. Minister of 
Agriculture Nlijhetn 

Khreisha lold the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, thar the 
ministry, in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation and other con- 
cerned uudwriiies. should 
draw up national strategics 
and programmes designed to 
promote agricultural devel- 
opment. regulate the con- 
sumption of water, and raise 
the level of efficiency in han- 
dling water issues. 

Mr. Khreisha said water 
plays a key role in develop- 
ment programmes and 
schemes. 

“People should conserve 
water, because it is becoming 
an increasingly precious 
resource, vital among other 
things to food production." 
he said. 

He said dial the Kingdom 
relies heavily on rainfall as a 
major water source. 

“We are keen on accom- 
plishing our objective by 
providing the necessary leg- 
islation and conditions to 
adapt to the economic and 
environmental challenges." 
said the minister, adding that 
“the ministry is supporting 
the decentralisation process 
as a first step towards bolster- 
ing the agriculture sector." 

Mr. Khreisha said pasture 
lands will be developed in 
cooperation with ' the 
International Fund for Agri- 
cultural Development. 

"We will begin developing 
the pasture lands at a cost of 
JD6.6 million and vve will 
expand pasture reserves to 
cover 750,000 dunums in 
order to regulate grazing, 
which has led to a decrease 
in animal feed production." 
he stated. 

He added the ministry 
encourages farmers to 
increase livestock production 
and will offer them vaccines 
for their animals, expand ser- 
vices to cover all regions and 
improve agricultural input*.. 



! PRINCESS HONOURS FORMER RED CROSS OFFICIAL: Her Royal Highness 
Princess Surra l h A I Hussun confers the Holden Medal of the Jordan Red Crescent 
upon farmer British Red Cross President Sylvia Limcrik in appreciation of her 
j efforts. Princess Sarvaiii, deputy cliairtnan of the Jordan Red Crescent, held talks 
I in London Friday with British Red Cross ullieials t Photo by Boghosi 

Mulki blames Israel for low trade 
between Jordan, Palestinian areas 


AMMAN i J.T. i — Minister 
oi Industry. Trade and Sup- 
ply Hani Mulki has accused 
Israel uf being responsible 
lor the low level ol trade 
between Jordan and the 
Palestinian self-rule areas. 

Speaking at the start ut 
talks with a delegation led 
bv Palestinian Minister of 
Trade Maher Masri. Dr. 
Mulki said Israel does not 
respect nor is implementing 
the Paris Agreement on 
facilitating the flow of 
goods between the two 
sides. 

Pledging that Jordan will 
continue to pursue efforts to 
holster economic and nude 
ties with Palestine. Dr. 
Mulki said the current meet- 
ing is to focus attention mi 
how to liberate the Palestin- 


ian economy from the hege- 
mony of the Israeli economy 
and in»w to remove harriers 
between the Palestinian self- 
rule areas and Jordan. 

Dr. Mulki said hade links 
between the two sides will 
he strengthened alter the 
reconstruction of the King 
Hussein Bridge on the Jor- 
dan River, which will allow 
the passage of a greater vol- 
ume of products. He said the 
Ministry of Public Works in 
Amman has already pre- 
pared the designs for the 
new bridge, which will be 
financed by the Japanese 
government. 

Dr. Mulki said he will dis- 
cuss Palestinian- Israeli trade 
and the construction of the 
bridge with Israeli Minister 
of Trade Natan .Sharansky. 


who is c\ peeled in Amman 
on Monday 

Israel still controls the 
only two bridges connecting 
Ionian to the Palestinian ter- 
ritories. and according to 
official statistics. Palestinian 
exports to Jordan last year 
totalled $15 million, while 
the Palestinian territories 
imported $30.5 million 
worth of Jordanian goods. 

For his part. Dr. Masri said 
the Palestinian National 
Authority tPNA) and Jordan 
are determined to bolster 
ties in all fields and remove 
harriers impeding trade. 

He noted that Jordan. 
Israel and the PNA will soon 
hold u meeting to review? 
trade links and means of 
facilitating the flow of trade 
across the bridges. 


Man believed to be oldest Jordanian dies 


AMMAN iAPj — A 123- 
y ear-old. believed to be 
the Kingdom’s oldest man. 
has died in hts southern 
hometown after ihrce 
years of poor health, the 
Arabic daily AJ Ra'i 
reported Thursday. 

Mohammad Alavyaii 
Katamin died Wednesday 
in the 'Em A! Beida vil- 
lage near the town of Ta Il- 


ia, 2lt0 kilometres south of 
Amman, according to the 
paper. 

It said Katamin, a 
farmer, was burn in IS75. 
He was bedridden for tile 
last three years alter a fall 
that fractured his fool. He 
never had any health prob- 
lems, except when he 
underwent surgery to 
remove an enlarged 


prostate gland in 197b, the 
paper said. 

it said Katamin was the 
oldest of 10 other men and 
women — all over 100 
years — living in the same 
village. The 10 are still 
alive. 

Katamin is survived by a 
47-year-old daughter, 
whose name was not 
revealed, the paper said. 


King sends message of appreciation to 
former Royal Court chief Kh asawneh 


AMMAN (Petra? — His 
Majesty King Hussein lias 
■rent a message in former 
Chief of the Royal Court 
Awn Khasawneh in reply 
to his letter of resignation, 
expressing appreciation of 
Dr Khasawfleh's services. 

In his message, the King 
said Dr. Khasawneh 


offered valuable services 
and performed his duties 
with sineeri'.v and honesty. 
King Husscm wished him 

success in his new endeav- 
ours. 

Dr. Khasawneh had sent 
the King a letter express- 
ing his wish to be relieved 
of his post, which he tilled 


fur two years. 

Dr. Khasawneh said he 
was most honoured to have 
served the King and the 
country for the past 23 
years in government posts. 

NoiiniMhut he wished to 
be relieved from his for- 
mer position to turn his 
attention to his private 


affairs. Dr. Khasawneh 
expressed hope that the 
King would accept his res- 
ignation . 

Dr. Khasawneh was suc- 
ceeded by former Foreign 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh. 
w ho left his former post in 
the recent government 
reshuffle. 


Necessary precautions taken to deal with results 
of possible U.S. strike against Iraq — Majali 


AMMAN • J.T. i — Jordan 
has taken all the necessary 
precautionary measures to 
deal with any situation 
resulting from a million 
strike on Iraq, according to 
Prime Minister \bdul 
Sal am Mapli. 

Addressing a group of 
journalists taking part in a 
workshop, in Aqaba organ- 
ised by the MeJ Media 
Jenistuiic Network uf the 
European Union in con- 
junction with the World 
Bank's Economic Develop- 
ment Institute. Dr. Majali 

said Jordan’s reserves of 
IthHlsluffs and oil products 
are sufficient for mure than 
four months. 

The Saudi Arabian gov- 
ernment has said it i% ready 
to meet the Kingdom’s oil 
needs if necessary, said the 
prime minister, adding that 
the question of cost has not 
yet been discussed. 

Dr. Majali noted that the 
pun of Aqaba can handle 
imports of 12.000 tonnes of 


oil per day, in addition to 
other imports. 

Expressing hope that war 
would nor occur because of 
its devastating conse- 
quences on Jordan and the 
Arab World at large, the 
prime minister highlighted 
the ongoing efforts of His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
HRH Cmwn Prince Hussan 
in support of a diplomatic 
solution to liie Iraqi crisi,. 

But. he noted, should Iraq 
be attacked. Jordan would 
be seriously affected in 
terms f<t trade and tourism. 
The Kingdom is siiil suffer- 
ing from the outcome uf the 
1^1 Gulf vvar. which saw 
1.5 million people taking 
refuge in the country, in 
addition to the return of 
35n.Oi.xi expatriates, he 
added. 

Dr. Majali stressed that 
the government will not 
allow any refugees to come 
to Jordan in the event of an 
attack on Iraq and has the 
capability to do so. 


He reiterated Jordan's 
support for the Iraqi people, 
saying that Jordan is 
against all forms of v io- 
lence. However, he defend- 
ed the government's ban on 
demonstrations and protests 
in Jordan to display .such 
support. 

He also denied that police 
brought Jogs into A! Hu>- 
seini Mosque to quell 
protests by worshippers, 
charging that these were, 
false rumours and stressing 
that the government 
respects the sanctity uf 
mosques and places of wor- 
ship. He accused certain 
hostile elements of infiltrat- 
ing the worshippers for the 
sake of harming Jordan's 
security and stability. 

Dr. Majali also reiterated 
Jordan's support for the 
Palestinian people and criti- 
cised the Israeli govern- 
ment's procrastination in 
implementing peace 

accords. He described the 
situation as extremelv dan- 


gerous. 

He said Israel has not 
implemented agreements 
thar ir has signed u irh Jor- 
dan and trade relations have 
been hampered as a result 
of the Israeli government's 
policies. 

The prime minister also 
welcomed 32u youths who 
arrived on board a Japanese 
ship louring the world with 
messages of friendship. He 
outlined Jordan's endeav- 
ours to establish peace and 
security in the region and 
its efforts to promote the 
narioital economy. 

On Kurd ihe ship are 
youths from 13 countries 
who have been touring dif- 
ferent pans of the world 
over the past two months. 
Jordan's tourism authorities 
have organised a tour of 
tourist and archaeological 
sites in southern Jordan and 
meetings with local youths 
within a programme ihat 
also includes folklore per- 
formances. 


Performing artists union holds elections 
amidst controversy over regulatory law 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Tutus 

AMMAN — The Union of 
Performing .Artists yesterday 
held its first election since 
becoming a legally recognised 
entity and elected Malik 
Maadi to lead the new union 
for the next two y ears. 

But the question on the gen- 
eral assembly's mind was not 
who would win the elections, 
but who changed the articles 
of the new law governing the 
organisation prior to their 
enactment in the Lower 
House. 

The new law. enacted by the 
12th Parliament, gave the 
artists legal standing as a 
union, but in its articles pro- 
hibited membership to all 
non-Jotdanian nationals, 
which effectively prevents 
them from practising their 
trade unless they receive a 
special permit from the Min- 
istry of Culture and pay 20 per 


cent of all contracts. The regu- 
lation affects 61 members, 
many who have been active 
members of the organisation 
for years. 

"As the general assembly, 
this is not the law we agreed 
upon." says Sawsen Dar- 
wazeh, a director and produc- 
er. "We did not agree upon the 
law that we now have, and we 
dun’t know how it got 
changed." 

Nasser Omar, an actor since 
1979 and twice a recipient of 
the First Actor Award granted 
by the Jordan Theatre Festival, 
said that after nearly 20 years 
of membership and employ- 
ment as an actor in the coun- 
try. he will now have to work 
“as a foreigner." 

”1 will have tu pay a per- 
centage of each contract 1 win. 
and I will have to obtain a kind 
of work permit which will be 
granted now by the Ministry 
of Culture rather than the 
artists' board." 


The original law was script- 
ed by an informal 1 2-member 
council and was approved by 
the general assembly before 
the the organisation received 
its legal status. A sub-commit- 
tee tollowed up the law with 
the Parliament. Somewhere in 
between, members said, the 
original law got scuttled. 

Members added that after 
lobbying for 1 7 years to gain 
official status, the follow-up 
committee may have made 
concessions in order to avoid 
further delay in enacting the 
law. However, they saiti fol- 
low-up committee members 
deny any knowledge of the 
article. 

"We are surprised by this 
article," says Jamil A wad. a 
candidate far the 3S0-member 
syndicate. "This means that 
other Arab artists will not be 
able to work here, and Jordan- 
ian artists will not be able to 
work in other Arab countries 
easily because most artists' 


syndicates open their mem- 
bership to all Arab nationals 
on ihe basis of reciprocal treat- 
ment" 

Candidates and members 
said there was a general con- 
census that the law should be 
changed, but speculated that 
any alteration of the law. 
which must be approved by 
both Parliament and the gov- 
ernment. could take another 
three to four years. 

“1 think the law was drafted 
to be in harmony with the 
Constitution." said Mr. Awad. 
“I would try to change it. But 
changing it all depends on 
how it is regarded in relation 
to the Constitution.” 

The union also elected a ten- 
member council that groups 
together representatives of 
actors, directors, singers, play- 
wrights. composers and tech- 
nicians. The names of the new 
members were not available at 
press time. 


Agriculture, tourism ministers sign 
agreement to develop Petra region 


Army ’s bread lines pass cost-benefit test 


By Shehab Makahleh 

Special tv the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — -An agreement 
for developing the Petra 
region was signed Thursday 
by Minister of Agriculture 
Mjjhem Khreisha and Minis- 
ter of Tourism and .Antiquities 
Akel Biltuji. 

Mr. Biltuji told the Jordan 
Times that the project far 
developing agricultural 
resources is part of ihe second 
touristic project in the King- 
dom covering the Petra, Wadi 
Musa, Karak and Wadi Runt 
areas. 

“This project, the Petra 
component, is important far 


suuthem Jordan as well :is the 
Kingdom.” said Mr. Bihaji. 
“The total cost of the Petra 
component will reach 
JD500.000. 65 per cent uf 
which vx ill be covered by the 
World Bank while the 
remaining part will be cov- 
ered by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture." 

In a statenieni to Jordan 
Television. Mr. Khreisha said 
ihe agreement provides for 
planting trees in four areas in 
Petra us well u> constructing a 
modem irrigation system li»r 
trees and terraces far valleys. 

• \Vc will construct water 
cisterns and plant an area of 
1.500 dunums in die Petra 


region with various types of 
trees anJ maintain old irriga- 
tion channels in the Wadi 
Musa area to beautify Ihe 
region as a whole," said Mr. 
Khreisha. 

"This year, about half a mil- 
lion saplings will he planted 
in the region and privately 
owned lands will be devel- 
oped by the government. Free 
saplings w ill be distributed to 
the people ro gam " Ik* added. 

The minister said Petra is an 
important touristic attraction 
in ilie Kingdom and should be 
developed to accommodate 
ilie rise in the number of 
tourists to ilie region. 


what’s going on 


CONCERT 

* Flamenco guitar concert by Manuel Grurcidi*** at 
the Royal Cultural Centre oil Sunday. Feb. 22 at 

8:00 pan. 

CULTURAL WEEK 

* The Chinese Cultural Week at the Orthodox 
Club, Abdoun, until Feb. 23. 

LECTURE 

* “The Land and River of Spirituality by Mr. 
Rami Khoury at Abdul Hainecd Shuman Founda- 
tion, Jabal Amman at 6:00 pan. (fallowing Uv 
annual general meeting). 


PLAY 

- Childrens play "A Theatre Dream" at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 10:00 a.iu. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Huntings by Sudme.se iinisi SaJali AI Muir at 
Baladna An finlk-iv. Contois Sired, until R*. 23. 
* lYivaie collection of Mamdmih Hisharat entitled 
-A Visum. An Identity" M Darat AI Fuium. Jalxil 
Wei Weh. unul March 5. del. 643251). AIm. dis- 
playing works by contemporary Arab artists — 
•The New Collection." 

. “History of Cartoon Drawings" :u ilw French 
Cull urn! Centre. Jabnl Weibdch. until Feh. 2 d. 


By a Jordan Times 
Skiff Reporter 

AMMAN — Having started 
“with a little help from a 
friend." the Jordan Armed 
Forces (JAF) is saving a sig- 
nificant sum of money and 
at the same time satisfying a 
meal-time preference of its 
officers and enlisted men 
and women. 

For uKiui 20 years, the 
JAF had been supplying its 
forces with pan-bread made 
at the army's bakery in 
Zarqa. But pan-bread is not 
suited to meals as is Arabic 
bread. The difference is not 
simply a matter of taste and 
texture — Arabic bread 
serves also as a "utensil." 

Taking note of this, in 
1992 HRH Princess Sarvalh 
presented the armed forces 
with a gift of a five-tonne 
daily capacity Middle East- 
ern bread product line. 

Once installed, army engi- 
neers and supply officers 
began iu realise an improve- 
ment. They conducted a 
study and found that not 
only was the Arabic bread 
now produced front this 
new furnace more satisfying 
and practical far the forces, 
but cost savings in opera- 
tions. maintenance, and 
ingredients were substan- 
tial. Also, there was no 
waste — every scrap of 
dough is used. 


With the 1993 installation 
of this first such bread-bak- 
ing line at Ma'an. serving 
units in that area, the JAF 
moved the some year to 
install another three lines in 
Mafraq to serve units in 
both Mafraq and Irbid gov- 
emorates. This second stage 
installation has a daily pro- 
duction capacity of 15 
tonnes. 

In 1997, HRH Crown 
Prince Hasson issued a 
directive whereby the Min- 
istry' of Supply larer deliv- 
ered three used. Canadian- 
made Arabic bread lines to 
the army. 

These lines required 
major repair and recondi- 
tioning, which the army 
undertook, saving the JAF 
around JD500.000 which 
would have been spent to 
purchase four new lines to 
fulfil! its requirements in 
tiiis Lhird stage of supply 
infrastructure improve- 
ments. 

The three overhauled lines 
were installed at Jwcideh. 
Irbid and AI Hashimiyeh, 
and have a daily production 
capacity of 20 tonnes of 
Arabic bread. 

Later that year, the army 
purchased another four 
product lines and installed 
them in Zarqa. 

The Zarqa lines produce 
20 tonnes of Arabic bread 
daily through the use of 



A worker at the Zarqa bread line adds ingredients to the mix. The Zarqa facility has 
the capacity to produce 20 tonnes of bread per day (Jordan Armed Forces photo) 


indirect heat. In this 
method, the bread is baked 
by hot air and not flames 
and makes for a healthier 
bread. 

About 2(J0 civilian and 60 
military men and women 
are employed at the JAF 
bakeries. Maintenance on 
the equipment. which 
includes silos, flour sifters, 
kneuders. rollers and the 
furnaces, is carried out by 
military engineers. 

The bakeries operate 


seven days a week. 365 
days a year and the 
improved infrastructure has 
made delivery to even 1 pan 
of the Kingdom possible 
within a few hours at maxi- 
mum. 

The pan-bread lines are 
operated monthly to keep 
them in working order. 

With the daily capacity of 
ail the Arabic bread lines 
and the older pun- bread 
lines, the JAF bakeries can 
also aid in food supply in 


case of national emergen- 
cies. 

Today, the annual average 
cur in costs of the JAF bak- 
eries are: in use of equip- 
ment. JD255.000: and in 
raw materials, JD794.000 
yearly (including a savings 
of 3.088 tonnes of flour). 
The total annual savings, 
spurred by an all-around 
practical idea, amounts to 
more than JDI million a 
year in the armed forces* 
food supply sector, 
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Shevardnadze warns against civil 
war as hostage crisis drags on 


JIKHASHKARI. Georgia 
I AFP) — Georgian 
President Eduard 

Shevardnadze warned 

against the threat of civil 
war Friday as an armed 
nationalist group dragged a 
hostage crisis in this isolat- 
ed mountain village into a 
second day. 

The gunmen, who have 
threatened to kill their 
hostages, refused to release 
them despite a tense night 
of face-to-face negotiations 
with Security Minister 
Jamal Gakhokidze. officials 
said. 

The captives are four U.N. 
military observers who 
were monitoring a May 
1 994 ceasefire between 
Georgian troops and 
Abkhazian separatists. They 
and their driver were seized 
Thursday 20 kilometres 
away in the western 
Georgian town of Zugdidi. 

In his first comment since 
the crisis erupted. Mr. 
Shevardnadze went on state 
television to warn the gun- 
men he would not tolerate’ 
“civil war." 

"Everyone should know 
— there is no place in 
Georgia for civil war. .Any 
action against Georgia 
serves only to bring the 
Georgian people together. 


“There is no place for 
chaos.” he said. "Let them 
see me and listen*" he 
added, addressing himself 
directly to the hostage-tak- 
ers. 

“I know that among them 
are people who took part in 
the attack against me.” the 
Georgian leader said, refer- 
ring to an assassination 
attempt on Feb. 9. 

Mr. Gakhodkidze said 
“everything will be done to 
free the hostages,” Interfax 
news agency reported. 

Presidential aide Levan 
Aleksindze told ITAR- 
TASS that “an operation to 
free the Zugdidi hostages 
should take place within 24 
hours." 

However, it was not 
immediately clear if that 
meant the security forces 
would storm the house. A 
source close to the negotia- 
tions said “military action 
by the authorities could 
prove fatal to the hostages 
as well.” adding that there 
were “many difficulties” in 
the talks, whose general 
tone was "poor.” 

“The terrorists are firm in 
their demands, because they 
have absolutely nothing to 
lose. Mr. Shevardnadze 
blames them for the attack 
on his life and he will never 


forgive them.” the source 
added. 

Around 20 heavily armed 
men are thought to be bold- 
ing the U.N. observers — a 
Swede, a Czech, and two 
Uruguayans plus their dri- 
ver — the local mayor and 
his family in the mayor's 
home. 

In Prague, the news 
agency CTK said the Czech 
captive had telephoned the 
Czech embassy in Moscow 
to report that all four U.N. 
observers were fine. 

Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jaroslav Kulisek reported 
their condition in two calls 
to the embassy, one 
Thursday evening and 
another Friday morning, the 
agency said, quoting an 
embassy spokesman. It 
gave no further details. 

Heavily armed police, 
interior ministry special 
forces, and Russian soldiers 
from the Abkhazian peace- 
keeping force were man- 
ning a security cordon 200 
metres from the mayor's 
house. Villagers living 
within a kilometre of the 
house were moved out. 

Security has also been 
beefed up across the coun- 
try. notably in the Zugdidi 
region, where checkpoints 
were manned by around 20 


Chinese dissident detained as chorus 
against Li Peng appointment grows 


BEIJING (.AFP) — A chorus of 
dissident voices opposing the 
expected appointment of 
Premier Li Peng to head China's 
parii ament grew stronger Friday, 
as an activist was detained for 
seven hours by police for pub- 
licly calling Mr. Li a “muiderer.” 

Shen Uangqing became the 
latest dissident to declare Mr. Li 
unfit for the office because of the 
premier's alleged role in direct- 
ing the brutal June 4, 1989 crack- 
down on pro-demccracy 
demonstrators in Tiananmen 
Square. 

“Li Peng could have great 
responsibility for the June 4 peri- 
od events.” the former public 
prosecutor said in an open letter 
faxed to AFP. adding that a spe- 
cial court should be set up inves- 
tigate the massacre. 

"Before the truth of the inci- 
dent comes out, it's not suitable 
for him to work in the National 
People's Congress (NPC)," he 
said, referring to China's parlia- 
ment. 

Meanwhile, eastern Zhejiang 
province activist Mao Guoliang 
confirmed he was questioned by 
police Thursday afternoon for 
seven hours regarding an open 
letter in which he and seven 
other dissidents call Mr. Li a 
‘'murderer” earlier this week. 

‘They asked me about how 
the letter was distributed and 
how I contacted the other 
signees.” the former Communist 


Party member told AFP, adding 
that be was released far from bus 
home at 11:00 pan. (1500 
GMT). 

The open letter, addressed to 
the NPC Tuesday, urged dele- 
gates to oppose Mr. ii's candi- 
dacy as the parliament’s chair- 
man because he ‘hod committed 
unforgivable crimes in the stu- 
dent movement of 1989." 

Mn U will stand down as pre- 
mier at the upcoming annual 
NPC session beginning on 
March 5. after which he is wide- 
ly expected to become the parlia- 
mentary chief, replacing the 
retiring Qiao Shi. 

"He has the blood of dead peo- 
ple on his hands." tile seven 
activists had said in the open let- 
ter. 

“He is no longer suitable for 
the position of national leader 
and we call on the National 
People’s Congress not to vote for 
him as he already has a place in 
the history of China's humilia- 
tion.'' they said. 

All die authors served long 
prison sentences following the 
June 4 massacre, which kicked 
off a nationwide crackdown on 
dissent. 

Just prior to their protest, two 
other dissidents, Shanghai's 
Yang Qinheng and the Fuzhou- 
based Lin Xinshu. issued public 
statements protesting Mr. Li’s 
bid to become die country's top 
legislator 


China has never revealed a full 
death toll from die crackdown, 
but eyewitness accounts tell of 
hundreds of unarmed demon- 
strators killed when troops 
moved in to break up die 
protests. 

Mr. Shen's letter called for a 
foil government reevaluation of 
die incident to free die current 
government of the “heavy bur- 
den” of guilt associated with ft. 

The Tiananmen Square 
demonstrations, which protested 
corruption and nepotism, are still 
officially designated as a 
“revolt” cr “tumwfl.” 

The Anhui province activist 
also urged legislators to support 
a range of reforms to boost polit- 
ical openness and debate. 

The Chinese People's Political 
Consultative Conference 
(CPPCC). a representative body 
aimed at providing parliament 
with grass-roots political feed- 
back. should be opened to peo- 
ple of all political persuasions. 

Mr. Sbea now unemployed, 
spent 17 months in jail for his 
activism in the past 
The Hong Kong-based 
Information Centre of Human 
Rights and Democratic 
Movement in China reported 
Friday that northern dissident 
Tian XIaoming had issued a sim- 
ilar open letter to the CPPCC 
calling for political reforms and 
an end to corruption earlier this 
week. 


Anthrax tests set for materials 
seized as two suspects held 


LAS VEGAS (AFP) — FBI 
tests were expected to reveal 
Friday if two men arrested here 
were in possession of anthrax, a 
deadly biological agent, that 
they allegedly threatened to use 
as a lethal weapon. 

The two men — a member of 
a white supremacy group and a 
former Mormon missionary — 
were arrested here Thursday. 

Admitted Aryan Nation mem- 
ber Larry Wayne Hams. 46, 
boasted [hat he had a vial of 
anthrax, according to a source 
cited in a criminal complaint. 

“Harris held the vial in his 
hand and further stated that there 
was enough there to ‘wipe out 
the city'” according to an 
unnamed FBI source riled in the 
complaint. 

Some reports said New York 
was a likely target of the anack 
but officials declined to confirm 
tiiis. 

The FBI was expected to 
know by Friday if the seized 
material was, in fact, anthrax. 

Harris and inventor William 
Job Leavitt, 47 — who, accord- 
ing to friends of his, was a 
Mormon missionary — were 
arrested at a medical clinic in 
Henderson, Nevada, a suburb of 
Las \fegas. Forty petrie dishes 
were also taken from the clinic. 

A Mercedes-Benz where the 


anthrax was believed to be 
stored was sealed and seized and 
taken to a military base for test- 
ing by a team trained in han- 
dling biological and chemical 
agents. 

“It was suspected that these 
individuals were in possession 
of a dangerous biological chem- 
ical — anthrax,” said FBI agent 
Bobby Siller; adding, “we feel 
confident we got all ... the sus- 
pected contaminants.” 

Mr. Siller said that agents did 
not know what foe intended tar- 
get was. 

Officials said more arrests 
could follow. 

The two suspects were taken 
to Clark County jail and will 
have a detention hearing 
Monday. 

Mr. Leavitt's attorney Kirby 
Wells said Mr. Leavitt, who 
owns Leavitt Technology as 
well as a laboratory in Frankfort. 
Germany, was working on a 
technology to combat anthrax 
and had hoped to invent some- 
thing “that would perhaps save 
millions of lives.” 

“He may have been in the 
wrong place at the wrong time. 
He was certainly unlucky but he 
hasn't done anything criminal ... 
He’s an innocent victim here," 
Mr. Wells told reporters outside 
the Federal Court building here. 


Fellow defence attorney 
Lamond Mills added: ‘7 think 
(the tests) will cone back as an 
anthrax vaccine, and everybody 
will be incredibly relieved" 

Mr Harris had been on proba- 
tion after a 1995 felony convic- 
tion after pleading guilty to ille- 
gally obtaining bubonic plague 
bacteria through the mail. Three 
vials of the toxins were found in 
his car. 

Mr. Hams said he had 
planned to place a “globe” of 
bubonic plague toxins in a New 
York subway station where ft 
would be broken by a passing 
subway train and cause hun- 
dreds of thousands of deaths, 
according to die complaint. 

Mr. Harris expected Iraq to be 
blamed for the subway attack, 
according to the complaint. 

According to the criminal 
complaint, the FBI informant 
said that Mr. Harris and Me 
Leavitt had asked him to test E. 
coli and bacillus subtilis, and 
then Tuesday they said they also 
had military grade anthrax. 

The source fold them that only 
a Biolevel DI (for highly lethal 
viruses) laboratory should test 
the toxin. Mr. Hams and Mr. 
Leavitt said they didn’t want to 
test the organism, but rather 
wanted to buy the source’s 
equipment 


troops, security ministry 
officials said. 

The “Zviadist” group are 
demanding the authorities 
release all jailed supporters 
of late President Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia. including 
those arrested following the 
recent on Mr. 
Shevardnadze's life. 

Gamsakhurdia, ousted in 
a coup in January 1992, 
died in 1993. He was 
replaced as Georgian leader 
by Mr. Shevardnadze, 
whose legitimacy the 
“Zviadists” have never 
recognised. 

In addition, the gunmen 
are demanding a meeting 
between the Georgian 
leader and the head of the 
“Zviadist" movement the 
immediate withdrawal of 
Russian peacekeepers from 
Abkhazia, and the closure 
of Russian bases in Georgia. 

In July last year there 
were some 1.600 Russian 
peacekeepers manning the 
ceasefire line, with an esti- 
mated 18,000 Russian sol- 
diers stationed in the 
Caucasus republic. 

During the 1992-93 
Georgian civil war, western 
Georgia was a base for pro- 
Gamsakburdia forces 
opposed to Mr. 
Shevardnadze. 


Medical staff 
warned to 
wash hands 
before 
putting on 
rubber ghves 

LONDON (AFP) — Latex 
gloves used for medical exami- 
nations. may ' give patients 
germs unless doctors and nurs- 
es wash their hands before 
putting them on, U-S. doctors 
warn in the latest issue of The 
Lancet medical journal 

In a Research Letter pub- 
lished in the l ancet which 
comes out Saturday, Dr. P 
Hannigan and Dr Jack W. 
Shields of Santa Barbara in 
California say they found that 
“these gloves are frequently 
contaminated with bacteria”. 

“They report findings from 
previous studies that only 27 
per cent of health-care workers 
wash their hands before putting 
on gloves, 16 per cent change 
gloves between examining 
patients and 82 per cent can 
transmit microbes (bacteria and 
viruses) via gloved hands,” The 
Lancet report said. 

“They observed six health- 
care workers from the Holy 
Cross Hospital Taos, New 
Mexico, U.S, as they took 
examination gloves out of their 
boxes and put them or 

“The gloves were then tested 
to see whether they had 
become contaminated with 
bacteria. All six workers 
touched the thumbs, fingers, 
and palms of the gloves at least 
once whilst putting them on. 
Four health-care workers did 
not wash their hands before 
putting on the gloves and added 
skin bacteria to the exiemal sur- 
faces of the gloves. 

"Gloves wot also tested 
straight from their boxes and 
some were found to be contam- 
inated with bacteria before they 
even came into contact with 
health- workers' hands. 

“Dt Hannig an and Dc 
Shields advise that ‘health-care 
workers should wash their 
hands before gloving, and 
gloves supplied should be ster- 
ile’.” The Lancet said. 



Afghans cany boxes with Russian humanitarian aid for victims of the devastating 
earthquake in the Afghan town of Rostaq (Reuters photo) 

Fog prevents fresh airdrop of 
supplies for Afghan quake victims 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Foggy ground conditions 
in tbe earthquake-hit 
region of northern 
Afghanistan disrupted an 
airdrop of vitally-needed 
relief items Friday, Red 
Cross officials in Pakistan 
said. 

A C-130 transport plane 
loaded with blankets, 
clothing and shelter mater- 
ial flew to the area from 
Peshawar but had to return 
without making any drop, a 
spokesman for the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) said. 


The operation, which 
starred Thursday when tbe 
plane dropped 13 tonnes of 
non-food items, will be 
resumed Saturday, the 
spokesman said. 

Thousands of people 
affected by the Feb. 4 
earthquake that left an esti- 
mated 4.500 people dead, 
still remain in a “precari- 
ous" condition in remote 
villages, the officials said. 

The ICRC has chartered 
the Hercules for air drop- 
ping its own supplies as 
well as relief material from 
various United Nations 


agencies including the 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees and the World 
Food Programme. 

The airdrop is planned to 
continue for two weeks, 
according to priority needs 
decided bv the ICRC, the 
U.N. Office for 
Coordination of 

Humanitarian Assistance 
for Afghanistan and other 
agencies. 

Following Thursday's 
airdrop in Rostaq area, the 
relief goods were taken by 
helicopter to the worst- 
affected villages. 


Burundi strongman asked to 
consultations at sanctions summit 


KAMPALA (AFP) — 
Regional heads of state due 
to meet in Uganda 
Saturday to reconsider 
sanctions against Burundi 
sent a last-minute invita- 
tion to strongman Pierre 
Buyoya “to be available in 
Kampala for consulta- 
tions.” 

Major Buyoya. a Tutsi 
former military ruler who 
seized back power in a 
bloodless putsch on July 
25, 1996, deposing a Hutu 
president, has accepted the 
invitation, officials in 
Bujumbura said. 

The invitation, which 
addressed Mr. Buyoya as 
"president,” was sent 
Thursday by Uganda's for- 
eign ministry. 

The summit comes amid 
growing calls for the block- 
ade to be abandoned by the 
presidents who imposed 
the embargo against the 
tiny central African coun- 
try a week after Mr. 
Buyoya’s coup. Their aim 
was to force him to negoti- 
ate with Hutu guerrillas 
battling his Tutsi-Dominat- 
ed army to return to consti- 
tutional rule. 

Now, church and other 
leaders are stressing how 
the sanctions are hurting 
ordinary Burundians, and 
attempts to find a diplomat- 
ic solution to the civil war 
are stalemated. 

The conflict has resulted 
in some 200,000 deaths 
since late 1993. 

Secret talks between the 
regime and the rebels took 
place in Rome last year but 
failed. Attempts at media- 
tion by founding Tanzanian 
President Julius Nyerere 
have led nowhere. 

The National Council for 
the Defence of Democracy, 
the main rebel organisation 
led by former Interior 
Minister Leonard 


Nyangoma, announced 
Tuesday that it was sus- 
pending its participation in 
the negotiating process 
“until the genocidal leader- 
ship of Bujumbura publicly 
desists from the massacre 
of innocent civilians ” 

The summit, the sixth on 
Burundi, is expected to 
group heads of state or 
their representatives from 
Uganda. Ethiopia. Kenya, 
Tanzania, Rwanda, the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo. Zambia, and 
Zimbabwe, along with 
Nyerere and Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) 
Secretary General Salim 
Ahmad Salim. 

Mr. Buyoya first seized 
power in 1987, stepping 
aside in 1993 when he lost 
an election to a Hutu oppo- 
nent, Melchior Ndadaye, 
whose assassination in a 
coup attempt in October of 
that year sparked the civil 
war. 

Mr. Buyoya made his 
position clear in an inter- 
view with the French daily 
Le Figaro, published 
Tuesday, in which he said 
the blockade was “stran- 
gling” Burundi. 

He appealed to Tanzania, 
which spearheaded the 
embargo, and to the 
Commonwealth to do all in 
their power to lift the 
blockade. 

Regional leaders eased 
the sanctions in April last 
year to allow Burundi 
access to humanitarian aid, 
seeds and school building 
materials. Kenya Airways 
Tuesday initiated a weekly 
relief and diplomatic carri- 
er flight from Nairobi to 
Bujumbura- 

Iii December, the UlN. 
special reporter on human 
rights in Burundi, Paulo 
Sergio Pinheiro. called for 
an urgent review of the 


sanctions, saying they were 
contributing to malnutri- 
tion, disease, and a short- 
age of food and medicines. 

On Jan. 10, T.A.G. 
Makombe, the head of the 
OAU's group for conflict 
prevention, called for the 
sanctions to be scrapped, 
saying there had been sig- 
nificant progress towards 
peace. 

That declaration came 
despite a rebel attack less 
than two weeks earlier on 
Bujumbura airport and 
nearby villages, with the 
army giving the toll as 286 
civilians, six soldiers and 
100 rebels killed. 

On Feb. 3, Rwandan 
presidential aide 

Emmanuel Gas ana said 
Kigali was prepared to 
reconsider the sanctions 
and chat “a final decision 
should be taken in 
Kampala.” 

The U.N. World Food 
Programme meanwhile 
announced in late January 
that it was cutting relief 
supplies to 750,000 people 
in Burundi and Rwanda 
because fighting and heavy 
rains had blocked roads. 

'The food aid situation is 
reaching alarming propor- 
tions,” warned spokes- 
woman Christiane 

Berthiaume. 

Last Tuesday, a meeting 
of Rwandan and Burundian 
Roman Catholic bishops 
called for the blockade to 
be lifted. 

“This embargo was 
aimed at halting the war 
and encouraging peace 
• moves, but we see that 
' what is most apparent is 
misery — the hunger hit- 
ting people who have no 
means of ending the war,” 
they said in a statement 
given worldwide distribu- 
tion Thursday by the 
Vatican. 


Sierra Leone’s dislodged rebels show defiance with terror 


FREETOWN (AFP) — Sierra 
Leone's disempowered rebels 
have been killing and terrottising 
civilians in the northwest of the 
country, while the number of 
those detained following last 
week's junta ouster reached 
UXXX reports said Friday. 

Eleven people were killed and 
dozens wounded Thursday in 
Rokupc. 80 kilometres northeast 
of the capital and close to the 
Guinean border, when rebels of 
the Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF) armed with rifles, 
grenade launchers and machetes 


attacked the town, local journal- 
ists told AFP by telephone. 

“Several others were drowned 
as they tried to escape by dugout 
canoes or tried to swim from the 
area," one journalist said 
The unrest prompted faces of 
the Nigerian-led intervention 
force. ECOMOG, which flushed 
out an RUF-junta alliance from 
Freetown last week, to deploy in 
the area, where some 500 RUF 
fighters were repeated to be 
massing for an anack 
“Houses have been looted and 
burnt by the rebels. The hardcore 


junta and rebel leaders areappar- 
ently nying to set up a base in the 
area,” a radio journalist said 
A Guinean ECOMOG contin- 
gent found a large cache of arms 
and ammunition hidden under a 
bridge in the area, according to 
one report 

On die other side of the coun- 
try. ECOMOG troops continued 
to arrive from Liberia across foe 
Mono River bridge, from where 
they headed for Kenema, 240 
kilometres east of foe capital 
The heavfly-^mied ECO- 
MOG 


ly in control of Kenema under- 
taking mopping up operations 
after remnants of the junta and 
rebels made hasty flights from 
foe town late Wednesday,” a 
local administrator said 
But foe country’s second city 
of Bo, 170 kilometres east of 
Freetown, was still tense with 
junta forces in foe west of foe 
township while the mititia 
groups loyal to legitimate 
President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah 
were in the east and north, 

according to reports reaching the 

capital. 


Arrest 
warrant 
issued for 
former 
minister 
over debts 


ROSTOCK, ' Germany " 
(AFP) — German magis- 
trates have ordered the 
arrest of former Transport 
Minister Guenther Krause, 
one of the architects of 
German reunification, 
because he is thousands- of 
marks behind with his rent,’ 
his CDU party here said 
Thursday. 

According to Friday’s 
edition of the. Berliner. 
Morgenpost, Mr. Krause, 
44, owes 70,000 marks 
($38,000) in rent arrears on 
bis Berlin home. 

A local spokesman for 
the ruling Christian 
Democratic Union said tbe' 
arrest warrant was a techni- 
cal measure and that Mr. 
Krause bad promised to 
pay up in the next two 
weeks. 

Mr. Krause was' recently 
-selected by Rostock CDU 
branch as its candidate for 
the legislative elections in 
September. 

In 1993. Mr. Krause had 
to step down from his min- 
isterial post in the wake of 
revelations that he used 
ministry funds to pay a fur- 
niture removed firm. 

Mr. Krause was a close . 
aide to the last prime min- 
ister of East Germany. 
Lothar de Maiziere, and led 
the East German delega- 
tion at the reunification 
talks. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
subsequently took ' him 
under his wing and predict- 
ed a brilliant political 
future for Mr. Krause. 


Hand 
grenade 
thrown at 
S. African 
home of 
Muslim 
leader 


CAPETOWN (AFP) — A 
hand grenade was lobbed at 
the home of a leader of 
Cape Town’s large Mushm 
community, damaging the 
house but injuring no one. 
South African, police 
reported Friday. ... • . 

The attack late Thursday 
targeted the home of 
Muslim Judicial Council- 
president, Sheikh Nazeem 
Mohammad, • the - SAPA 
news agency reported. 

Sections of the city’s 
Muslim commnriity have 
become embroiled in tbe. 
People - AgainsL 

Gangsterism and - Drugs’ 
(PAGAD) war against gang 
violence that is plaguing 
the down-market Cape 
Flats area of Cape Town. 

A man was' shot dead in 
the flashpoint Manenburg 
area of the Cape Flats ink 
drive-by shooting near a 

bar early Friday. A 15-year- 

old boy was shot in the legs 
in a nearby suburb 
Thursday. Police believe 
both incidents were gang' 
related. . . . . . . 

Gangsters and taxi dri- 
vers were also involved in 
a shootout Thursday night, 
apparently because.the dri*. 
vers refused to pay protec- 
tion money to gangs., said 
police. 

No one was injured. . . 

Gangs have long nded 
the poorer areas of Cape 
Town. Last week .three, 
teenage gangsters 7 wrair 
killed apparently by : : 

bers of a rival' gang- '1%.. 

The killings" sparked;^ 
wave of revenge; attacks 
that forced soldiers and:tife; 
police to step up their pr%- ■ 
ence in the Cape 
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Philippine 
Communists 
threaten to 
call off 


MANILA iAFP.i — 
Philippine Communist insur- 
gents Friday threatened u> 
call off peace talks with the 
eovemment hecuuse it rc*l us- 
es io discuss the issue of 
tompensatiun for victims uf 
human rights abuses durine 
live Marcus era. 

The rebel National 
Democratic Fr* >nt < N DF> 
.said in a staiemeni iliac it was 
"presenting to its ... collec- 
tive organs of leadership ... 
the question whether the 
iCiwnmunisi panel i should 
continue to conduct jvxv 
negotiations." 

"In view of the distinct 
possibility that c either sidei 

will file notice of temiinatiun 
of peace negotiations", the 
Communists said they were 
endtJcd U» "lake precautions 
against any surprise anack..” 
The NDF also said their 
chief negotiator. 

Netherlands -h:tsed Luis 
Jalandoni. would be post- 
poning indefinitely a planned 
trip to the Philippines. 

Oie NDF had said the 
negotiations slhnild include a 
demand that victims of 
human rights abuses durine 
the regime of deposed dicta- 
tor Ferdinand Marcos be 
given a share of wealth 
recovered from the Marcos 
family. 

However the government 
lias insisted that the issue is 
not pan of the talks and is 
beyond the mandate of gov- 
ernment peace negotiators. 

Lawyers for about MJ.UUO 
human rights victims who 
earlier won a U.S. court deci- 
sion for about 52 billion in 
damages from the Marcos 
estate, also said the NDF has 
no right to represent them. 

' Marcos was toppled in a 
popular revolt in 1986 and 
tffijd In exile In Hawaii in 
1989. The Marcos family, 
the government and victims 
of the Marcos regime have 
been quarrelling over who 
should get the substantial 
Marcos fortune which 
Manila insists was illegally- 
obtained. 

Communist guerrillas late 
last year increased their 
attacks on isolated govern- 
ment outposLs and military 
patrols in an apparent 
attempt to strengthen their 
hand in the peace talks which 
are aimed at ending a 28- 
year insurgency. 

The military says the 
Communist guerrilla 

strength has dwindled m 
about 6.000 fighters from a 
peak of 26.000 in the mid- 
1980s following a bitter 
internal split after the col- 
lapse of Communism world- 
wide. 



N. Korea blasts 6-nation declaration 
proposal as silly and dangerous 


SHuCL i.AFPi — North 
Korea Friday called a pro- 
posal by a senior South 
Korean politician for a >i\- 
nahon joint declaration of 
peaceful inrer-Korc.m 
coexistence "silly and dan- 
gerous." 

The call was made by 
Kim joug-Pil, a political 
ally ol the South's 
President -elect Kim Dae- 
Jutig during a visit to 
Beijing earlier this month. 
He suggested that rhe -as 
— the two Korea.-*, Russia. 
China. Japan and the 
United Slates — coulJ 
contribute to -.lability in 
North Last Asia bv issuine 


a joint declaration. 

"The call may sound 

good. But ii ;s a silly end 
dangerous plan.' the 

Koreati Central News 
Agency • KC'N’A < saiJ i:i a 
dispatch monitored here. 
“It is as fiiohsh as trying to 
build a house on sand w ilh- 
out foundation.” KCN'A 
w arned. adding the present 
situation m North Last 
Asia, unlike that in Europe 
at tile tune of i9?5 
Helsinki declaration, was 
tilled with antagonism. 

“Stability and peace have 
not been ensured on the 
Korean Peninsula not 
because there is no ‘decla- 


ration - by its neighbouring 
nations hut because the 

Cm led States has still kepi 
huge armed forces in South 
Korea,"' it said. 

Kim Jong-Pil's call, it 
concluded, was "either a 
revelation uf their illiteracy 
or a manifestation of their 
sinister political intrigue 
intentionally ignoring the 
essence of the issue.” 

“The South Korean 
politicians must know that 
if they want to do some- 
tiling. they should do in 
their own way. and this is 
what the nation requires." 
KCN’A said. 

Kim Joiie-PilN call in 


Beijing took many Jiplo- 
mats here by surprise, as it 
came ahead of the .second 
session of four-party peace 
talks scheduled for Geneva 
next month. The talks, 
involving the two Koreas, 
the United States and 
China, are designed to 
work out a permanent 
peace regime to replace the 
shaky truce that ended the 
1950-53 Korean War. leav- 
ing the two technically at 
war. Russia, though it offi- 
cially supports the four- 
party talks, had argued 
long and strongly that as a 
border stale it too should 
be involved. 


S d UttiM.il forces chief General Wirunto tkftl shakes hands 

" 1 . ,s P re «vce.s.x4ir General I 'Visa I Tanjung t right I after formally handing over his Ac fk IVI ft II 

post in a ceremony ul ABRI headquarters in south Jakarta (Reuters photoi 1 

New military chief takes over road 


Mexico moves to expel more 
foreigners involved in Chiapas politics 


at crucial time for Indonesia 


C I LAN GK AH Indonesia 
‘AFP. — Indonesia's new 
military chief praised the 
modern army Friday as lie 
took over the helm of j pil- 
lar ol the establishment at a 
time when the country faces 
a slide into chaos. 

The country's 475.IMM) 
troops, known by their 
Indonesian acronym ABRI. 
had become “eliteieni and 
modem” undei the leader- 
sliip of his predecessor 
General Feisal Tanging, said 
new Commander in Chief 
General Wirutiio. 

”1 congratulate Fetsal 
Tanjung who has done well 
and built an army efficient 
and modern.” Gen. Wiraiito 
saiJ at the national military 
headquarters in Ciiangkap. 
just south of Jakarta. 

''ABRI has been success- 
ful in maintaining stability 
in the eounrrv.” he added at 
a ceremony formally mark- 
ing his promotion tri com- 
mander in chief. 

“ABRI must stay strong 
enough to face the econom- 
ic difficulties that the coun- 
try is facing now.” he said in 
his address before military 
chiefs and lorcign ambas- 
sadors and defence attaches, 
including Australian mili- 
tary commander General 
John Baker. 

Gen. Tanjung. 58. said the 
powerful military, which 
enjoy s j prominent political 
rule and supports President 
Suhano’s administration, 
would not change under its 
new commander. 

“ABRI does not change 
and always stays the same." 
he said at the ceremony, 
which was also attended by 
about Link.) troops front dif- 
ferent branches of the mili- 
tary. 

The occasion was marked 


by all the mililarv pomp and 
ceremony ul an army proud 
of Us birth in the tommy's 
struggle for imlejreiulence in 
l‘>45 and which under the 
constitution plays an otlieuil 
role in political life. 

Gen. ‘lanjiing's last public 
act was to announce with 
Gen. Wirantu, 511. at his side 
that the army w as throwing 
its weight behind Reseat eh 
and 'lechiiuliigy Minister 
Bacharuddin Habibie as 
vice president in next 
month's selection. 

The vice president is 
widely expected to succeed 
President Suharto. 76. who 
has said lie will stand for a 
seventh live-year term in 
office. 

By coming out publicly in 
favour of Mr. Habibie for a 
post which is generally 
reserved I'm a military mail, 
the army quashed all ’specu- 
lation that it opjvosed his 
candidacy. 

Although the post is nor- 
mally merely a protocol, if 
the president dies or is inca- 
pacitated, the vice president 
would take over. 

Gen. Wirunto takes over 
as the country is confronting 
its worst economic crisis, 
which has led lo riots 
against rising prices and 
food shortages in more than 
25 places across the archi- 
pelago. 

And ihe ceremony came 
as soldiers in riot-torn 
Southeast Sulawesi 

province were put on the 
highest level of alert, troops 
in Kendari said Friday. 

They had all been advised 
of the move to “Alert One" 
status, said the soldiers, in 
combat gear and carrying 
assault rilles as they 
patrolled the streets of the 
provincial capital. 


Java, where mme th.iii 
halt the country's 2<hi mil- 
lion people live, has so far 
seen the worst violence. 
Much ol ihe riuiiny has tar- 
geted ihe etlmie Chinese 
community which only 
nukes up live per cent ot 
the population but holds 
great influence oil com- 
merce. 

Witnesses have said often 
security forces do not inter- 
vene to help the Chinese 
communities or pi meet their 
property — something that 
lias also Ireen seen in the 
past during election cam- 
paigning and when It* 
months ol unrest shook sev- 
eral towns leaving many 
dead and a trail of damage. 

Speaking alter the cere- 
mony. Lieutenant General 
Prabowo SuhiaiUo told 
reporters the military was 
not discriminating between 
indigenous Indonesians and 
the ethnic Chinese minority. 

"We do our best to ensure 
the salety ol" all cin/eiis. 
whatever their ethnic group 
or religion,” added Gen. 
Prabowo, a son-in-law ol 
Mr. Suharto and the fastest 
rising officer in ABRI. 

"The doctrine of ABRI is 
that it is a people' 'sanity and 
ABRI will not fail the peo- 
ple and will protect all citi- 
zens." 

But the apparent inaction 
or inefficiency, accompa- 
nied by at times threatening 
declarations that the army 
will maintain order, has 
raised some speculation 
about the true strength ot 
tile army. 

Some military experts 
have even commented that 
most soldiers arc- Musi inis 
and could react impre- 
dictahiy if there were seri- 
ous and prolonged clashes. 


Ethnic cleansing planned of Hutus on 
Congo border — human rights group 


Nairobi iafpi — An exiled 

Rwandan human rights group 
charged Friday that Rwanda, the 
Democratic Republic ol' Congo 
IDRC), Uganda and Burundi 
are planning to eliminate Hutu 
civilians living near their com- 
mon borders. 

The Brussels-based Centre tor 
the Struggle Against Impunity 
and Injustice in Rwanda said in 
a communique that "massive 
cleansing of all the civilian pop- 
ulations in any way related to the 
Hums” and that "the execution 
of this plan is imminent." 

The communique, received 
by AFP from Nairobi, was 
signed by the centre's coordina- 
tor, Joseph Malata, a Rwandan 


Hutu exiled in Brussels since 
May 1995. 

He said the military chiefs ol 
die four countries planned "to 
empty Kivu provinces of all 
iheir Bashi. Bemhe. Hunde. 
Hutu. Nande. Nyange. etc. peo- 
ple to replace them with a Tutsi 
population considered less hos- 
tile." 

North and S» <ulii Kiv u 
.provinces lie in the east ol the 
DRC. with bonier* on Rwanda 
and Burundi. 

The region lias long been on 
ethnic puujerfccg. and today is 
still coping with the fallout from 
the civil wars in Rwanda and the 
former Zaire, sis well as long- 
standing land disputes, struggle* 


lv! ween tnidilioiuil chiefs and 
sporadic unrest sparked by tnlxil 
militias known as the Mai-Mai. 

Mr. Mutata headed lire 
Kwandtin Association for the 
Defence of Human Rights from 
pw| until he tied Rwanda in 
May 1*195. ne.irlv a year alter 
ilk- Tutsi-led Rwandan P.iiriuiie 
Forces ousted tlie funner I him 
gov eminent following three 
montlLs ol geiuvidal civil war. 

He was a defence w itness on 
Feb. 10 lor Jean-Paul Akayesii. 
a 1 1 inner mayor facing eluuges 
ot genocide and crimes against 
humanity in tlie U.N. war 
crimes tribunal I.*- Rwanda. 

Ihe tribunal is trying those 
suspected of peqvtrtiiing the 


l 111 '4 bloodbath, in whieh 
I vt ween SHUJlUti and xuo.nnu 
Tutsisand iiuklcnitc Hutus were 
massacred. 

Mr. MaLila’s org.mi-ciliun has 
repeatedly alleged lieu "nets of 
genocide" against Hums have 
been commmcd in western and 
nurtlrem Rwanda. 

Both RwaiaLi .uni Burundi 
have minotiiy Tiiisi -dominated 
gov emit teilLs. and actively 

hacked tit- successful rebellion 
ol Limem Kabila, now pxvsi- 
dcni ot tlie DRC. Ugandan 
President Yuvveri Museveni is a 
close ally of all three countries' 
leaders, having lam tel led his 
own stivcessliil rebel movement 
w ith Tutsi backing. 


Vigil at Taiwan morgue ‘comforts wandering spirits’ 


PANCHIAO Cm’, Taiwan 
IAFPI — Grief-stricken fami- 
lies of more than 2fi0 victims of 
Taiwan's worst air disaster kepi 
up a sad vigil Friday, comforting 
the wandering spirits ol their 
loved ones with food, drink and 
Payers. 

About 60 relatives were still 
awaiting word from forensic 
experts on whether bags full ol 
remains could be identified as 
belonging lo their family mem- 
bers stilf technically listed as 
missing after the crash of CAL 


Flight 676 Monday night. 

"DNA testing is the last U tread 
of hope we have to find die last 
two members ol our family dial 
are still missing." said Kn Yuu- 
Chin. who lost H> relatives and 
still needed to identify his sister- 
in-law and a nephew, as other* 
were seen ne.irby silently wait- 
ing lor news from forensic 

experts. . . . . 

"It would he okay il we could 
find even a piece of flesh from 
those bags ol remains, he said 
of the remains kept in eight lame 


refrigerated container*. 

Other mourners were tending 
altars for the dead as hut idreds of 
e:uidle.s llickeivd tiny Homes, 
marking the seconds ol die vigil 
dial traditionally lasts seven 
weeks under both Chinese 
Buddhist and Taniu funeial ritu- 
als. 

One angiy wonvin was seen 
sliouung at a iiungue ollleial 
wlto had thrown away some 
fruit, rtee anti vegetables, ofierui 
to the spirit of Iter daughter, and 
replaced it widi a box of I*hh .1 


pnwideiMn CAL staff. 

Tlie oltici.il quickly apolo- 
gised and tried to explain his 
uctiuiis. viying: "I :im very si my. 
I meant no uflenec." 

Tlie woman dien explained 
dial die otlenngs were her 
daughter's tiivounte I is ids. 

Many pictures of victims 
alomed ilk* moigue. which hits 
been frequently visited by fami- 
lies, CAL stall’ and Taiwan lead- 
ers’ since Monday, as suit clunt- 
ing hv UtiddhiM and Taoist 
monks and nuns filled Ihe air. 


found 
near tower 
of Pisa 


PISA. Italy (ArP. — A 
Roman nud has been dis- 
covered near the celebrat- 
ed leaning tower uf Pisa, 
during work to consolidate 
the 12th century edit re e to 
stop it tailing down. 

Ancient documents had 
reterred t*» the existence of 
a Roman road in lire area 
but it had not been found 
until now. 

A mediaeval tomb con- 
taining a complete skele- 
ton, but nothing else, was 
also found by the workers 
digging in the vicinity of 
the tower, which was 
closed to visitors eight 
years ago because uf the 
risk of collapse. 

Before July, two metal 
support cables will .be 
fixed tu the tower to keep 
il Jrom tiltini! further 


T L X I LA GUTIERREZ. 
Mexico "AFP i — At least 
12 more foreigners face 
imminent expulsion from 
Mexico for carrying out 
political activities :n the 
southern state of Chiapas, 
a government official said. 

Three !• »re sene: s hav e 
been throw r, out of Mexico 
m the past week for ■■unau- 
thorised political activi- 
ties" — the latest one. 
Amcnc.il) Thomas Hansen 
Thursday. said Luis 
Morones. the National 
Migration institute'' top 
official here m Chiapas. 

The government's deci- 
sion comes after the 
arrival of hundreds of 
European and L'.S. 
observers in Chiapas for 
the second anniversary of 
a ceasefire between the 
government and Zapatista 
National Liberation Army 
i EZLN t rebels. 

The Zapatistas attacked 
on Jan. 1. 1994. but were 
quickly penned into a jun- 
gle area on the border w ith 
Guatemala and have since 
languished, although bit- 
ing statements by the 


group's leader. 

Subcommandante Marcos, 
have captured the imagina- 
tion of Mexico's pour and 

leftists. 

French former first lady 
Danielle Mitterrand was 
barred Monday from poli- 
tics in Chiapas, along with 
other non- Mexicans. 

lire National Migration 
Institute saiJ that 4.401) 
non -Mexicans travelled to 
Chiapas in 199? and 20b 
were expelled for partici- 
pating in marches, doing 
political work with the 
region's Maya Indians or 
blocking access to conflict 
7 ones. 

Mexico’s decision to 
crack down on "foreign 
interference in its internal 
affairs" is part of u new 
government strategy to 
deal with the simmering 
Chiapas conflict. 

Emilio Rabasu. the gov- 
ernment coordinator in 
peace talks with the 
Zapatistas, which have 
stalled since September 
1996. said the new* policy 
was implemented by 
Interior Minister Francisco 


Labostida since he took 
office in January. 

Besides keeping foreign- 
ers at bay. the government 
refuses to give in to 
Zapatista demands that 
army troops leave Chiapas 
until the rebels return to 
the negotiating table. Mr. 
Rabasu vaid Thursday. 

On a legal level. Mr. 
Rabjsa added, the govern- 
ment is trying to find the 
material and intellectual 
culprits behind the 
December massacre of 45 
Tzotzil indian> in Acteal. a 
village in Chiapas. 

The EZLN broke off 
peace talks over what it 
said was government inac- 
tion on the February 1996 
San Andres agreements on 
cultural and indigenous 
rights in Chiapas. 

Mr. Rabusa said the gov- 
ernment was not refusing 
to keep up its end of the 
Sau Andres bargain, but 
that it disputes a "bad 
translation” of points in 
the agreement on "territor- 
ial integrity, political 
structure and national 


We invite you to the place of honor 
on the new RJ Crown Class. 
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Starting March 1st well roll out the red carpet 
for business travelers on our new- "Crown Class". 

On the ground, well pamper you with check in and advanced 
sealing services. Our refurbished C1P lounges are luxuriously 
equipped for your added pleasure. You'll find fax and Internet 
facilities for your business needs. Inflight, indulge in First Class 
service. Stretch out on extra spacious sears. Relax with your new 
Personalized Video System, featuring a choice of 1 5 international 
hi! films. On ihe ground and onboard, the new RJ Crown Gass 
is an invaluable experience. 
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Global interest 


in peace 


W HILE THE international community 
awaits eagerly the results of U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan’s peace mission in 
Baghdad that started yesterday, U.S., 
Ambassador to the U.N. Bill Richardson 
struck a discordant note. He declared that his 
government reserved the right to object to 
any deal that the secretary general might 
work out with the Iraqi authorities if 
Washington, not the U.N. Security Council, 
felt that any such accord contravenes the rel- 
evant council resolutions or American 
“national interests/’ 

The new revelation about the true inten- 
tions of the U.S. shows beyond a shadow of 
doubt that the Clinton administration has a 
different agenda from that of the internation- 
al organisation. Had the U.S. sought only the 
implementation of the Security Conncil reso- 
lutions, it would not have raised the issue of 
its own “national interests” as a distinct and 
additional factor that could determine the 
outcome of Annan's diplomatic effort. 
Richardson's statement is yet another evi- 
dence that his administration wants to leave 
the determination of what constitutes a con- 
travention of the U.N. decisions to itself. 

A few days earlier U.S. Secretary of Defence 
William Cohen declared that the U.S. was the 
only superpower left on the world stage insin- 
uating that it was free to dictate its terms to 
the rest of the international community. This 
prejudicial U:S. stance Complicates Annan’s' 
mediation efforts. The U.N. chief is not, and 
should not be, a messenger of the U.S. deliv- 
ering ultimatums or otherwise. In order to 
succeed where all other previous attempts 
failed, he must have room for manoeuvring. 
Otherwise, his mission of peace becomes 
meaningless. The U.S. owes the U.N. a ges- 
ture which the secretary general can nse to 
restore the international organisation’s cred- 
ibility and to serve as an arbiter of world 
conflicts. 

Nobody wants to deny the U.S. its super- 
power status. But no country, save for per- 
haps Israel or Micronesia, approves of the 
clumsy way in which this superpower is 
behaving. 

Instead of putting obstacles in the path of 
Annan's mission, the U.S. should enable him 
to carry out his basic mandate, that of work- 
ing for and keeping world peace. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJ RaTs Munes Razzaz commented on the findings 
of an Israeli inquiry that investigated the Mossad attack 
on Hamas leader KhaJed Misha' al last year in Amman. 
The committee did not deplore the attack, and the Israeli 
prime minister stressed Israel’s right to search for all anti 
Israeli elements and liquidate them anywhere in the 
world, said the writer. This decision and the committee’s 
findings dearly reveal the Israeli government’s determi- 
nation to repeat criminal attacks in Jordan as well as 
other parts of the world, he said. Therefore, be said. 
Jordanian security authorities should announce that they 
reserve the right to retaliate and search for and eliminate 
all elements considered harmful to Jordan and its citi- 
zens. like those who carried out the attack on Misha’ al 
in Amman. Such elements-, he added; constitute a serious 
danger to Jordan's stability and security and infringe on 
the country’s sovereignty; Of course this is only a theo- 
ry. and Jordan cannot take this decision in view of the 
fact that it has signed a peace treaty with Israel, but this 
theory should be presented to the Israeli prime minister 
who must realise dial assassination is a two-edged sword 
which, said the writer, Jordanians reserve the right to use. 


Al Arab Al Yawm’s Saleh Qaliab said in the ongo- 
ing American preparations for war on Iraq, Egypt, Syria 
and Saudi Arabia which together form an Arab bloc 
would find their national interests in jeopardy if an 
aggression on Iraq takes place. Saudi Arabia, which has 
repeatedly declared that it stands firm against any parti- 
tion of Iraq, is opposed to the use of force against 
Baghdad, and Syria, which is surrounded by Turkey and 
Israel, both of which have their eyes on occupying pans 
of Iraq, will be in grave danger in the vent of an aggres- 
sion and subsequent partition of Iraq, according to the 
writer. As for Egypt which currently leads the Arab 
World and heads the Arab summit institution, will find its 
position threatened and will lose credibility should the 
aggression take place. Qaliab said. He said these three 
countries, in addition to Jordan, have so far succeeded in 
showing a cohesion among Arab countries and influ- 
enced the U.S. to allow the U.N. secretary general to visit 
Baghdad to discuss a peaceful solution. He said these 
countries should continue to exert pressure on Saddam 
Hussein to help defuse tensions, but they also should 
pressure U.S. President Bill Clinton to give the Iraqi 
leadership a chance to find a way out of the present cri- 
sis. 



Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


U.N, -Baghdad accord could prove mutually beneficial 


THE MISSION of UN. Secretary-General Kofi Annan to 
defuse the crisis between Iraq and the U.N. — between Iraq and 
the United States, to be more accurate — could be a turning 
point not only in the efforts to close the Iraq file once and for all 
but also in die history of the world body itself. The United 
Nations has never been successful in defusing any crisis in its 
history because of big-power meddling. In the case of the Iraqi 
crisis, the situation is no different. If anything, we have the sole 
superpower in die world preparing for a military offensive 
against Iraq. But what is indeed comforting to us is "the support 
that three other members of the Security Council as well as the 
international community have given to the Arman mission. We 
hope dial, given the international focus on the crisis today and 
die growing rejection of U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright’s chreacs — backed of course by Britain — Washington 
would be dissuaded from pulling the trigger. If it does, it would 
be another factor in sapping the last reserves of U.S. credibility 
in this region. 

Still, that does not absolve the Iraqi regime from fulfilling its 
obligations towards the United Nations Security Council resolu- 
tions. Our desire to see all hurdles, excuses and justifications 
removed from the way of an end to the crippling sanctions on 
Iraq is not due to any love for Saddam Hussein whose ruthless 
dictatorship is not condoned by Jordanians, and whose practice 
of repressive measures is not tolerated by young university stu- 
dents who refused even to mention his name, but only the name 
of Iraq, during foe last five expressions of support thar took place 
foe last 10 days. 

But it is legitimate to voice our apprehension over the fallout 


in Jordan of any mili tary strike against our eastern Arab 
bour, we also believe that it is indeed a matter of principle that 
all members of the international community, including Israel, 
should abide by United Nations dedsions. 

At the same pm^ we cannot also accept any meddling in the 
work of any body supervising the implementation of UN. deci- 
sions and foe' twisting of facts and distortion of truths by anyone. 
Obviously, foathas been largely the case so for with Iraq. We do 
not know for sure whether Baghdad has fully disclosed all 
details of its programmes to develop weapons of mass destruc- 
tion which were graphically pinpointed by Hussein Kamel when 
he was debriefed upon his defection to Amman in August 1995, 
but we do know that what may be left beneath the surface is 
nowhere near foe size and scope that some analysts would like 
to project if only to m^inTain Iraq as a caged lion. 

As such, it is incumbent upon the Iraqi government to fully 
cooperate with Annan and pull the rug from under foe feel of 
those pro-Israel supporters who have given no indication so far 
of any inkling to see an end to the sanctions against Iraq; on foe 
contrary, they have always acted in a way that they would tike to 
retain foe stranglehold on Iraq for the next 100 years if that is 
what it takes to serve their "strategic" agenda to punish foe only 
country which refuses to recognise Israel and which busied foie 
dual containment policy trap. 

No doubt, the Iraqi regime is fully aware of the intentions of 
those forces at work. Hopefully, Baghdad will rise to foe chal- 
lenge it faces today and make use of foe opportunity that has pre- 
sented itself not only to resolve the latest crisis but also to set a 
firm ground for what is expected of it before the sanctions could 


be lifted completely. • • „ 

What encourages us here is foe transparency with which the 
Annan miss ion is caking place and the affirmance by foe UN; 
chief that Baghdad should not be asked to undatake anything 
that would violate foe sovereignty and territorial integrity oflraq 


and humiliate hs nation. 

Success in foe Baghdad mission will indeed be a big asset for 
Annan as the dynamic head of the world s largest but till now 
dormant diplomatic body. Beyond that, however, is the prospect 
chat Annan’s triumph in defusing foe crisis and securing com- 
plete Iraqi cooperation in implementing UN. resolutions would, 
give new strength and vigour to the UN. as an institution with 
independent clout which brooks no room for foe vested “strate- 
gic" agenda of those at work to escalate the crisis in hope it will 
rebound with all the beneficiary assets to Tel Aviv or Kuwait ■ 

Thai gives us enough hope foai Annan's success in Baghdad 
would also mean a new role for foe UN. chief in forcing certain, 
other countries in the region, including Israel and Iran, which 
have earlier declared that Security Council resolutions pertain- 
ing to them are dead letters. 

So much hope, political and humanitarian, is riding on 
Annan's o ngoing miss ion that we breathlessly await its out- 
come. 

Jordanians, at universities and mosques, were not applauding 
this week a ruthless dictator, with Kurdish and Shiite blood on 
his hands, but they were expressing solidarity for an Arab peo- 
ple who has stood with them all foe time. The success of 
Annan's mission will signal a sigh of relief for all of us here in 
Jordan. 


Playing the game of ‘chicken’ 


By Omar Abbass 


IT SHOULD be simple logic, that one 
should not play the game of “chicken" 
with foe wolves, because the chicken 
are bound to chicken-out and end up 
on the wolves' menu! 

The regime in Baghdad, regrettably, 
has not in die past, nor does it now see 
this simple logic. After the Kuwait 
misadventure, in which the Iraqi 
invader was booted out of Kuwait by 
overwhelming forces and paid a steep 
price in lives and economic infra- 
structure, Baghdad sat in “safwan," 
and signed a ceasefire agreement as a 
result of which, it voluntarily gave- 
away a certain amount of its sover- 
eignty. the sole purpose of which 
according to UN. Security Council 
resolution 687. was to rid Iraq of 
weapons of mass destruction, and in 
full compliance with clause (22), Iraq 
would be legally eligible to regain its 
“partially Josi sovereignty and sell its 
oil on the world market hence ame- 
liorating the lives of its beleaguered 
people and normalising its relations 
with foe world community for that 
matter. 

One would expect considering 
what is at stake — the livelihood and 
health of millions of Iraqis, foe destiny 
of a society and in fact the destiny of 


a country — that if a ruling regime 
was at all concerned, it would adhere 
to the requirements of “simple logic" 
and to cooperate to the fullest extent 
possible in reaching foe goal of clause 
( 22) of resolution 6S7 and not .to allow 
any pretexts to any other party to find 
fault in its compliance with resolu- 
tions of the UN. Security Council in 
effect prolonging the damaging sanc- 
tions. 

Regrettably, the Iraqi regime has 
been consistently, and for whatever 
ulterior motive, doing the opposite for 
seven years, giving it’s adversaries all 
the pretexts to attack it, while Iraq and 
Iraqi society, breakdown, year after 
year. The question is, does the ruling 
regime in Baghdad, really care about 
the suffering people? the regime has 
often manifested its obsession in hold- 
ing on to power, no matter who goes 
hungry and who dies of sickness — 
even then, one would ask. should that 
blind them from- seeing the “simple 
logic" which would entitle them to 
ask for the lifting of sancrionsTbomat- 
ter what the private agenda of the 
USA regarding this matter. Many dig- 
nitaries, including President Mubarak 
of Egypt have lately raised the “am- 
ple question," if foe regime in 
Baghdad, has nothing to hide, way not 
cooperate fully and leave no pretexts 


for any party to undermine their posi- 
tion and renew foe sanctions, now 
going on for seven years. The regime 
in Baghdad has not been able to (or 
does not want to) answer that simple 
question or act according to its logic; 
ail we bear from foe regime is foe riDy 
refrain of "sovereignty.” which it gave 
away in 1991 according to the cease- 
fire agreement and which it can legal- 
ly require to regain by behaving in a 
manner conducive to gaining the con- 
fidence of the world body and foe 
world community, in other words 
complying with foe relevant UN. 
Security Council resolutions and not 
reacting in a hysterical way to com- 
muniques of the U.S. government 
which lies outside the text of the 
Security Council resolutions. 

Every now and then, dying children 
and destitute Iraqis are displayed on 
television by the regime as a ploy to 
gain sympathy and have foe sanctions 
lifted but for two years foe regime in 
Baghdad stone walled Resolution 
968Twhich was intended to allow' a 
reasonable amount of food and medi- 
cine to reach foe beleaguered Iraqi 
people, on the flimsy pretext of “sov- 
ereignty." In fact neither the dying 
children, the destitute millions or even 
sovereignty was on the mind of the 
ruling few in Baghdad; but that Iraq’s 


oil wealth was in the hands of the 
UN. and out of their control is what 
shook them and made them feel 
threatened after all staying in power 
was their paramount concern, and 
Iraq's oil wealth was the prime instru- 
ment of making that possible. 

In tiie latest act of brinkmanship, in 
which the Iraqi leadership attempts 
(again) to test the resolve of the world 
and to sow as much discord amongst 
the major players in foe world body, 
again bringing the area to another 
menacing military showdown. 

The prime self-appointed police- 
man, the USA in fact the only coun- 
try in the world with enough military 
clout to impose the will of the world 
body on clients like Saddam Hussein, 
regrettably, does not itself enjoy much 
credibility in the Arab Middle East 
and for good reason. The USA has 
failed itself, to uphold UN. Security 
Council resolutions (and international 
conventions), by openly- covering for 
Israel's numerous defiances of those 
’ nsolutfaifand conventions' dealing 
with occupied territories, whilst mil- 
lions of Rtiestinians are being con- 
stantly victimised by Netanyahu’s 
open conspiracy to encroach on foe 
little that is left of their homeland, tile 
USA protects Israel by using it’s veto 
power. When 160 nations of the wodd 


body voted in favour of the 
Palestinians right to sett-determina- 
tion, an internationally recognised 
human right foe USA found it proper 
to stand alone to defy all these nations, 
by siding with Israel — no one was 
going to overlook the double-stan- 
dards of the USA when dealing with 
Saddam Hussein’s violation of 
UN.S.C. resolutions. The USA has 
failed to endear itself to foe Arab-matt, 
in the street 

For all the indignities imposed by 
the ruling regime on the Iraqi people, 
for doseTto three decades and foe out- 
come of two foolish wars, which 
effectively destroyed the future of mil- 7 
lions of Iraqis, 1 am sure the majority 
of those Iraqis wish to see tins regime 
dealt with to end their prolonged mis- 
ery, it is very doubtful that the project- 
ed aerial strike will achieve that end. 

The looming military strike should 
somehow be stopped foe collateral, 
damage resulting from that intended : 
striking will probably pause farther- 
misery to millions of innocent people^ 
inside and outside Iraq — I hope for -, 
the sake of all those people, sense will 
prevail 


The writer is a business entrepreneur. 
He contributed this article to die 
Jordan Times. 


Jordan’s responsibility is continued support of the Iraqi people 


By Hanan Toukan 


TODAY THE world is experiencing a sort of 
d£j&- vu with regard to what the U.S. media likes 
to call foe “Iraq-UN.” conflict The endless 
rhetoric corapriskl of threats aimed at the Iraqi 
people by the U.S. to succumb to its policy in 
foe Middle East, the vilification of Saddam 
Hussein and foe Iraqi’s by the U.S. government 
and media, and the need for the Western powers 
led by the U.S. preaching atop the moral high 
ground to play the role of genuine peace lovers 
somewhat resembles a broken record. 

In fact it is easy to see the irony in foe U.S.- 
led stand taken to beat Iraq into compliance. 
The aircraft carriers now positioned for con- 
frontation in the Gulf cany millions of tonnes 
worth of explosives. This escalation is itself in 
clear breach of foe original UN. resolution, 
with which Iraq is accused of failing to comply. 
The UN. resolution, the medium used to imple- 
ment Western policy the Gulf, demands the 
removal of all “weapons of mass destruction" 
from foe Middle East In foe alleged pursuit of 
that goal tire U.S. and its allies are adding huge- 
ly to the destructive capacity that already exists 
in the region. 

Most importantly, Arab states point to Israel’s 
nuclear arsenal — an estimated 200-300 


devices — the largest in the region. Just recent- 
ly the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) 
demanded from the U.S. some sort of protec- 
tion to guard against the threat of Israeli chemi- 
cal biological and nuclear weapons. Palestinian 
Health Minister Ryad Zananoun in a statement 
to journalists expressed fear that “even in times 
of peace the Palestmianscan be victims of leaks 
from [Israeli] nuclear reactors or from biologi- 
cal and chemical stocks." What is ironic about 
this request is that it came after an attempt by 
the U.S. to “protect” Palestinian civilians in 
case of exposure to Iraqi biological or chemical 
weapons striking in nearby areas, by sending a 
team of U.S. experts to PNA controlled areas. It 
is not usual that one hears of Arab fears of the 
Israeli nuclear capacity in the area — foe threat 
is reaL Predictably, Israel is treated differently 
than it’s Arab neighbours in such matters. Its 
pleas for protection are not only echoed 
throughout foe world but they are also respond- 
ed to unconditionally by pro-Israeli representa- 
tives in the U.S. Congress at the snap of a fin- 
ger. Israel’s potential for destruction is mea- 
sured not by the contents of its nuclear arsenal 
but by its support to the West in addition to foe 
fact that it plays foe role of the “moderate” 
amidst a sea of extremist Islamic militants. 
Thus it is in this context that Israel’s weapons of 


mass destruction are seen as harmless elements 
in its “defensive capability”. 

It was under the same pretence that the U.S. 
supplied anthrax to President Saddam during 
foe 1980’s. Then President Saddam was the 
friend and the ally, and Iran was the militant 
Islamic enemy, threatening regional and world 
security and stability. Thus President Saddam 
was implicitly given the green light to experi- 
ment with biological warfare, on a “defensive" 
basis. The result the mass murder of Kurdish 
civilians and foe destruction of their villages. 

The double standard of foe U.S. and its 
Western allies with regards to the promotion of 
democracy and human rights is a known fact 
throughout the world. 

That being die case, and unlikely to change in 
the near future, I believe that on a local scale our 
responsibility in Jordan lies in our continued 
support of the Iraqi people. Since foe signing of 
the Jordan-Israel peace treaty it has become 
increasingly difficult to display any son of emo- 
tion that would have traditionally branded us as 
the “extremists” the U.S. is so terrified of. 
During the last Gulf war, Jordan took an official 
stand against an allied attack on Iraq. Moreover 
Jordanians had no qualms about showing their 
true sentiments. The truth is that today. 
Jordanians feel the same way. We are officially 


The writer is working on a health care reform 
project. She contributed this article to die 
Jordan Times. 


Warnings of extremist actions evident in commentaries 


REVIEWED BY ELIA NASRALLAH 


ARABIC DAILIES last week dealt primarily with the threats of a 
military strike against Iraq and prospects of finding a solution to foe 
crisis. Other topics covered were the Middle East question and 
domestic affairs. 

Al RaTs Sultan Hattab accused the US. of exercising state terror- 
ism by massing forces to attack Iraq. He said despatching UN. 
Secretary General Ko6 Annan to Iraq with an ultimatum to Baghdad 
to succumb to American desires is a lactic designed to draw an Iraqi 
rejection of such behaviour and so find an excuse to launch aggres- 
sion. The U.S. is not backed by international legitimacy, nor is it sup- 
ported by the Security Council in its new aggression on Iraq, but it 
seems that the Zionist lobby in the U.S. is determined to push 
President Bill Clinton towards war and help Israel achieve its ambi- 
tions of fragmenting the Arab Wbrid, charged foe writec In the U.S. 
itself, foe secretaries of state and the defence have witnessed fierce 
opposition to the U2>. administration's orientation towards war on 
Iraq al a meeting with university students, noted the writer. He said 
foe U.S. administration will be committing a grave blunder if it car- 
ries out an aggression on Baghdad because such aggression is bound 
to unleash acts of terrorism and extremism in this region. 

Ibrahim Abst another Al Ra’i columnist, criticised the U.S. for not 
giving diplomacy enough of a chance to solve the Iraqi crisis peace- 
fully. He said the U.S. is. however, patient with IsraeL which occu- 
pies Arab lands, possesses weapons of mass destruction of ail kinds 
and con tinue s to disregard UN. resolutions. The writer said that 
even the U.S. sponsored peace accords with die Palestinians are 
being disregarded by the Israeli government, and Washington is not 
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at peace with the state of Israel and on foe US.’, 
“good side” once again. Yet it is difficult to hide 
the fact that even those Jordanians who had ini- 
tially welcomed the peace treaty as a means "of 
economic improvement have been disappoint- 
ed. The continued aggressive and provocative 
actions of foe Likud Party led by Benyamin 
Netanyahu make it extremely difficult for us to 
swallow what is happening in Iraq today. 

I believe foe only tool (albeit a weaker tool 
one can aigue) we have at this stage is to speak 
our minds. If communal discussions and dis- 
plays of frustration are not pennitted afhome, 
as part of a security strategy, then the truth will 
never be heard across borders where our fate 
seems to lie. The satisfaction of the local popu- j 
lotion is ultimately what matters for it is vfoat 
decides the level of stability at the end ofjbe 
day. 

Some medium must be found between 
democracy and security in the couDtry, to get 
our message across to the people of the US, 
Israel and their allies — the status quo is not 
acceptable. 


threa t e nin g to attack Israel or even exercise any kind of pressure to 
force it to succumb to the world community’s will 

According to Hosni Ayesh of Al Ra'l foe US. is ready to make 
peace with the Iraqi leadership if it executes the following four con- 
ditions; if it recognises Israel and establishes fall diplo matic relations 
with foe Jewish state: if Baghdad revokes its decision of nationalis- 
ing British oil companies that used to operate in Iraq; if Baghdad 
agrees to foe formation of a federation in Iraq grouping the Kurds, 
foe Sunnis and foe Shiites: and if Baghdad allows foe U.S. to estab- 
lish a naval base in its southern regions. The writer said Washington's 

claim foal Iraq still possesses weapons of mass destruction is a decoy 
to deceive world public opinion and secure support for a military 
strike against Iraq. 

Al Dustour's Oreib Rintawi said Kofi Annan's mission to Baghdad 
serves as die last chance for diplomacy to settle foe Iraqi crisis, and 
it is up to foe Iraqi leadership to reach a formula with the UN. sec- 
retary general acceptable to foe Security Council. Annan is submit- 
ting his own formula, backed by the council, mainly the U.S. which 
does not accept Iraq’s suggestion foai foe inspectors should finish 
their work in two months but has some new elements like foe inclu- 
sion of an additional number oflLN. officials to the o riginal inspec- 
tors, which might be acceptable to Baghdad. He said Annan’s mis- 
sion has a good chance for success. 

Taher Adwan, a writer for Al Arab Al Yawm, said he hoped Syria, 
which despatched its vice president and foreign minister to Cairo to 
discuss the Iraqi crisis, will play a key role in rallying foe Arab coun- 


J 


tri es to wards fall opposition to the use of force and form a Woe that 
guarantees foe use of diplomacy to settle foe rrids The writer said 
in 1990 when Iraq invaded Kuwait, Syria and Egypt were jnstrumeo- 
tal in rallying the Arab countries against Baghdad aiKl backed foe- i 
international community's efforts to evict foe Iraqis from Kuwait by - • 
the use of force. Unless the Arabs stand united in this criss and prove 
their stand they are bound to be mar ginalis ed by Washington In any 
fatore crises and would risk fragmentation of the Arab Wodd. 

Tareq Masarweh of Al Ra’i said of the report by a special Israeli 
committee that investigated the Mossad attack in Amm an on Hamc; 
leader Khaled Misha’ai last year; it is clear from the report that no 
blame is placed on the Israeli government but rather on foe Mossad 
tor its ill-planned assassination attempt on Misba’aL The report and 
foe Israeli government leader’s statement in which he said Israel has 
foe right to attack what he called terrorists anywhere. in. foe wodd 
clearly show trial land is determined to conduct ofoef assassination 
afflnnpts in Jordan and other parts of the world, the writer said 
said Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s apology to Jordan at the ~ 
nme was a deception, and it is clear that he would not refrain from _ 

sending Mossad agents to Jordan in foe fijture. 

Mohammad Subeihi of Al Arab Al Yawm warned that &&*** 
of terrorism and U.S. aggression on Iraq would invite counteract 
by extremists and fimdamemalists. The Arabs and Mustowto five, 
through a state of despair and frustration in view of foe continual 
aggression on their lands and Israel’s continued occupations^ - : 
intones are pertain to be pushed towards extreme acts of rebfoa&g, 
accordmg id the winer. fa his view foe Palestinian tertitnries«^r 
to witness foe emergence of extremist and violent groups, but 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia and foe Gulf states are soon to follow- ; - 
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t Continued from page I ) 

ensure implement:! lion ul 
U.N. resolution.' lor lull 
atul unconditiuniil access 
for U.N. arms inspectors 
who are attempting tu 
verify the elimination of 
all Iraqi weapons of mass 
destruction. 

A. French -proposed 
compromise backed b\ 
the U.N. Security Council 
provides for a special 
inspection regime for so- 
called presidential sites 
from which the U.N. 
inspectors have been 
barred since last October. 

The French proposal 
aimed at addressing Iraqi 
concerns abuut sover- 
eignly would allow diplo- 
mats ro accompany the 
U.N. Special Commis- 
sion t UNSCOM » inspec- 
tors into the residences 
inside the presidential 
compounds. 

The United States 
insists that L'NSCO.W’s 
full authority must be 
maintained and no time 
limit set for the inspec- 
tions, and has threatened 
io unleash a huge military 
force assembled in the 
Gulf if Iraq refuses to 
back down. 

Diplomats in the Mid- 
dle East said Mr. Annan's 
visit was aimed at secur- 
ing a "written accord" 
between Iraq and the 
United Nations based on 
the “opinions" of the five 
permanent members of 
the Security Council. 

“The ideas Annan is 
carrying to Baghdad are 
essentially nunncgotiable 
because they concern the 
need for UNSCOM to be 
associated with the 
inspection of all sites and 
for inspections to be 
repeated as often as nec- 
essary' without a time 
limit,'' a diplomat said, j 


Another basic require- 
mentis that "the fiveenn- 
tmue to refuse to gel 
invoked in selling a dale 
f v, i hiring sanctions 
imposed in iwfj," sa jj 
the diplomat. The five are 
die United States. Britain, 
France. Russia jn d 
China. 

Iraq accuses UNSCOM 
ol being dominated by 
U.S. spies and says the 
inspectors must quickly 
conclude their work tu 
enable the Security Coun- 
cil t.» lilt the sanctions 
imposed after the |«W0 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

But the embargo can 
only he lifted when Iraq 
I Lilly complies with U.N. 
disarmament regulations. 

1. VS COM said on 
Thursday that a technical 
meeting in Baghdad earli- 
er this month had con- 
firmed U.N. suspicions 
that Iraq had the capacity 
to produce up to 2(lb 
tonnes of VX nerve gas. 

A U.N. official said 
meanwhile that Iraq 
allowed UNSCOM mem- 
bers to accompany a U.N. 
survey team on visits to 
presidential palaces this 
week. “The team entered 
the residences without 
restrictions," the official 
said. 

It was the first time that 
UNSCOM inspectors 
were allowed to enter the 
presidential .sites, which 
includes palaces and 
other buildings. 

“I will not draw infer- 
ences because they went 
in as a technical team," 
the U.N. official said. 

The three- man survey 
leant was sent by Mr. 
Annan to map out the 
presidential palaces at the 
centre of the dispute. 

The technical team 
headed by Staffan dc 
Misiura. a former U.N. 


coordinator of humanitar- 
ian aid to Iraq, arrived 
here Sunday and com- 
pleted its work Thursday. 
The iwo surveyors left 
Thursday but Mr. Misiura 
stayed on to brief Annan. 

U.N. officials said lhat a 
meeting between Mr. 
Annan and President 
Hussein is expected to go 
ahead but depends on the 
outcome of the ministeri- 
al level discussions with 
Mr. Azi/. and Iraqi For- 
eign Minister Mohammad 
Said A I Sahhaf. 

Mr. Annan is notably 
accompanied by the U.N’. 
legal counsel Hans Corel) 
of Sweden and Algerian 
diplomat Lakhdar lbruhi- 
nu who was Mr. Annan's 
envoy to Baghdad in 
November during an ear- 
lier phase of the four- 
month crisis. 

Elite Australian Special 
Air Service i SASi sol- 
diers bound for the U.S.- 
led military alliance iu 
the Gulf Touched dmvn in 
Kuwait Friday, defence 
officials said. 

The 1 10 SAS troops and 
SO Royal Australian Air 
Force i RAAl ) personnel 
were rushed into the air 
Tuesday, just a day alter 
Australian Prime Minis- 
ter John Howard ordered 
their deployment. 

However, Australians 
found themselves stuck 
on ihe United Slates Indi- 
an Ocean base of Diego 
Garcia, awaiting clear- 
ance to land in Kuwait. 

Kuwait's Defence Min- 
ister Sheikh Salem Sabah 
Al Salem A1 Sabah said 
in remarks published 
Thursday that possible 
U.S. air strikes against 
Iraq will not start from 
Kuwait. 

”lf there is a military 
strike against Iraq, it will 
not be unleashed from 


Kuwaiti territory." 
Sheikh Salem said during 
a visit Wednesday to 
Kuwaiti troops stationed 
on the border with Iraq. 

Kuwaiti. U.S. and 
British troops “are there 
to protect Kuwaiti territo- 
ry against any attack from 
the Iraqi regime and not 
to anack Iraqi territory. 
Kuwait is a peaceful 
country which doesn't 
think about attacking oth- 
ers." he said. 

On Thursday, twenty- 
nine United Nations staff 
pulled out uf Baghdad as 
a precaution against any 
U.S. -leil jttack crossed 
into Jordan, a border offi- 
cial said. 

"They crossed Ihe bor- 
der and are heading to 
Amman, “ the source told 
Reuters. 

The U.N. workers, from 
a humanitarian office 
which oversees distribu- 
tion of food and medicine 
in Iraq, did not speak to 
reporters before they left 
Baghdad on the 10-hour 
journey across the desen 
to Amman. 

Two other U.N. staff 
were expected to leave 
Baghdad for the town of 
Erbil in autonomous 
northern Iraq. 

"We know we are at a 
critical stage and we are 
just taking precautions,” 
said U.N. humanitarian 
co-ordinator for Iraq 
Denis Hallidav in Bagh- 
dad. adding, (hat more 
U.N. workers would 
leave on Friday. 

U.N. officials have 
insisted the withdrawals 
are not a full-scale evacu- 
ation, with around 140 
staff still working in 
Iraq’s central and south- 
ern regions. 


The Saturday Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 FeN bach 
8 Current urw 
14 Dig 

20 Ape 

21 Colorful perch 

22 Words ot wisdom 

23 Awkward situation 

25 Corwersaiion 

26 T-shirt size 

27 Manhattan sch. 

28 Pan points 

29 Nero's tutor 

30 Bombech and 
others 

33 Arab cloak 
35 Courtship 

38 Gain a lap 

39 Long gone 

43 Roger Miller ha ot 
1965 

47 Theatrical lament 

48 FlauMiry 

50 Renter 

51 Holiday prelude 
54 Molecule 

component 
56 Tropical tree 

58 Gaucho's carte- 
catcher 

59 Scale 

63 HaltotB.S. 

66 One ol the Pointer 
Sbners 

67 Highland honey 

68 Memory meihod 

69 Before long 

70 Period places 

71 Sited greeting 

72 Does something 

73 Andes animal 

74 Signoret r*n. 


DOWN 

1 Ransacked 

2 Ppftticai refugee 

3 Movies 

4 Nice summer 

5 Morse symbol 

6 Engltsh boys' 
school 

7 Freshly moist 

8 Exert emenl 

9 Has permission 

10 Ft of speech 

11 NeecUe cases 

12 Decorative tree 

13 Wearing away 

14 Pops 

15 Singer BriekeU 

16 Writer Hunter 

17 Makes a heap 

18 Environmental 
disaster 

19 Denier 
24 Couple 

31 Vladimir Nabokov 
book 

32 Island in the 
Saronic Guit 

34 Marshland 

35 Fatty 
37 Quarter 

40 The *Vetvei 
Gentleman" 

41 Rom 

42 Cricket pitches 

44 BaOery's negative 
electrode 

45 Neighbor ol 
N.Mek- 

46 Niger-Congo 
language 

49 Dining 8T83 

51 Two-ume 
Wimbledon winner 

52 Black magic 


'Madame _* 

75 Kamo _ {Lono 
Ranger) 

7E Satellite ol Saturn 

77 Man on a quest 

78 Came down with 

79 Peter Frampron hit 
ol 1976 

82 Enire _ 

83 Para- 
amino Denzoic 
add. for chon 

84 Pique 
performance 

85 Chemical giant 

86 Stupor 

90 Ve»oi herome 

92 Eye In Aut 

94 Cadillac models 

96 Rules 

101 'Stand by Me' 
actor Wheaton 

102 Beanery sign 

104 Adjective tor the 
Beatles 

105 Get warship 

106 Fro&heap 

1 10 Linguist Chomsky 

112 Last letter ol 
words? 

115 Fish eggs 

116 Pot roast 
ingredient 

117 Alrrcan capital 

122 Enzyme I rut 
curdles mrtk 

123 Horte disease 

124 Authenticity 

125 Coniravene 

126 Belgian seaport 

127 Takes Off 


53 Counlryand 
Western singer 
Tubb 

55 Capital of 

Equatorial Guinea 

57 Wavy hairdo 

60 Sicilian resort 
town 

61 Amass money 

62 Bottom lines 

83 Thoroughly wet 

84 Blackhead 

65 Ltood up 

69 Ofted. once 

71 Area along the 
road 

72 Before 

73 Ocoan motion won 
the wind 

75 "Semper Fidelis" 
composer 

76 Bridge acnon 

77 Hittno slopes 

79 Access Indication 

80 Air-travel 
watchdog grp. 

81 Part of 

02 Sgr. or CpL, e.g. 

36 Incubator 
occupant 

87 Property reoprem 

88 Author of 'Knots' 

B9 Kin of a son da 

gun 

31 Boiantt! Gray 

93 Reply fo a smash 

95 Oliver Gotdsm'ith's 
'She _ io 
Conquer* 

97 Help on a heist 

98 Norse goddesses 
ot destiny 



99 Follower ol a 
Chinese 
philosophy 
100 Cooks m vapors 
103 Assassinated 

Egyptian 

107 Nine- prof, 
i OB Lavorne a L. e.g. 
109 Medieval slave 
ill Cnessad 

113 Deop-omnge 
chalcedony 

114 Dunfermline 
dagger 

118 Hr. fraction 

119 In addition 

120 Loser strike 

12 1 Auburn U's state 


Leal Sunday's CrOMword Solved 



New smart bombs can seek 
and destroy underground bunkers 


fcCIJN AIR FORCE BASF. 
Floniii i AFP) — pr«- 
•’ramitmi it: peattzg jjtJ 
r\ pitiilc deep insuL* .;n under- 
ground hunker jjTAiriir 

weapon.-; JcvclupcU at this FKm- 
djair hjvraiui iii-.w onaittg Gulf- 
hound UN. fiaVCs. 

Lascr-^uuloi "Bunker Busier' 
bombs, which coii weigh up tu 

krltiynimnics. !• >.k like 

tlun missiles abuui 5S4 centime- 
tres in length. Thev can dCstnw 
Lumets buried sj\. nine >>r even 
over 341.5 meters down. ,tich £. 
an ar-aul or j miliurv ^■rr.niu- 

nicaiions svnue.“ j .'■Mine m 

Frank Rohhiiis. JirectiT -.<! the 
Precision Smkc S\-:ems 
research facihtv. 

Dropped then a I rials jimstde, 
the bombs, which Kj\s l*4ii! 
cvlmdrtcal uurhejjs. ion ileier- 
iihiic their own rate ot penetra- 
tion dirouch concrete arsj ’.anous 
densities of earth. Thanks 


'verv precis: liivrs 'Lhe hombs] 
i-jfi he set to L‘D L'Sf, for evontp'.?, 
utter siartinufig through the third 
floor of unJenrvund bunker." 
occonkr.-^ to Mr Robbins. 

In the face of threat*, poscj by 
stocks u: chemical i^r bacieno- 
KieicaJ weafhips. which might he 
rcieased imo tfer armospben: bv 

ordiRorv KwnbLng. die .Air Force 
weapons development cer.irc has 
conic up wiih j xu type ot" 
deep-penetmon incendiary 
btvmb Jesissicd t * iucinentc die 
(ji-aet. Mr. Robbms acknowl- 
edged. however, that c«!> one 
lest has been carried out ai a 
hunker or rh:s irbliLuy base, ihe 
laraesi in die coaunenuil L : .S. t 
healed in the scnu-tn'pical 
swamps uf northwest Rondo. 

Odier types of orjrcuwe de'el- 
locJ ai the centre include mis- 
siles. whi^h when dropped from 
.•he .nr divide into buodtleLs that 
a u to nun col 2 v scan die Kin ie field 


with infra-red sensors before 
zooming off in puisuil of a target, 
such as a lank. 

In case of a strike againsi Iraq 
"they; weapons will moke a dit- 

terence." said Captain Eric Boe. 
one of the centres test piloLs. 

Compared to the Gull’ War 
seven years ago, "ir'.s as if you 
then had an AM radio in your car 
and now have a CD pluyer." 
Copt. Bue said, adding lhat 
weapons are now tailored much 
more to specific threats, con hit 
multiple target*, and have a much 
better "stand-off capability. - ' 
allowin' pilots to fire at the 
enemy from a greater distance. 

"Whai should worry an Iraqi 
commander is the surgical preci- 
sion" of these new weapons the 
captain said. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jay Denney, a pilot with the 5Klh 
fighter squadron also based at 
EgJin. believes the biggest differ- 
ence between 1991 and today is 


that "now more aircraft have pre- 
cision weapons" which allow 
ti^ni to score nearly one "kill" 
for every weapon used. 

According io a senior Penta- 
gon official, "easily HO per cent" 
of the Air Force bombs stock- 
piled for use in the Gulf are smart 
bombs. And unlike 1991, all L : .S. 
strike aircraft in the Gulf are ntvw 
capable of delivering them. 

Lt.-Col. Denney, who fought in 
the Gulf war and who has jusi 
returned from deployment in 
Bahrain, where his squadron wus 
tasked with enforcing the no-lly 
area over .southern Iraq, 
acknowledged that "even one 
there was aware of the tension" 
building over the past months in 
the standoff with Iraq over ils 
retusal (O allow U.N. inspections 
of suspected weapon sites. 

All VS. pilots "flet cable T\’ 
and uy' to keep abreast of w orld 
new s," he said. 


Crown Prince meets Chirac, Turkish president 
in intense efforts to resolve Iraq-U.N. crisis 

(Continued from page 1) 


with private agenda-, exploit 
the public sent i mem and insti- 
gate such incidents c*. vio- 
lence.'' 

“The intentions ui citizens 
who warn to ev pie's dieir 
upposiuun iu military action 
against Iraq ought be good, but 
violence instigated by certain 
groups iltit ramishes the image 
of the country and iLs stability, 
as well as the stability of the 
region” count *t be accepted and 
is not the way to help the Iraqi 
people. "We all. citizens and 
officials, stand united with the 
Arab people in supporting 
other .Arab and Muslim people, 
w herever they are. His Majesty 
King Hussein, the government, 
ami the people of Jordan have 
a very clear and frank stand in 
working for a diplomatic solu- 
tion and preventing any harm 
from befalling the Arab and 


Muslim people." lie loid 
reporters. 

"We hope that this solidarity, 
however, will be expressed 
through continued diplomatic 
work, which i' who: we ore 
doing here, doing everything 
we can Ui avert a military solu- 
tion. everting every possible 
effort on behalf of our Jordan- 
ian family." 

Alter his meeting with Mr. 
Chirac. Prince Hasson stressed 
that "there is a lot of similarity 
m the Jordanian and French 
stands vis-a-vis the Iraqi cri- 
sis." 

He said both countries 
believed that the crisis must be 
solved through a formula 
which would guarantee adher- 
ence to U.N. resolutions and 
principles, as well as ensure 
that (he Iraqi people can build 
ihe future thai they deserve. 

I hope tha[ ihe voice of uis- 
dom will prevail, at this critical 


stage in this crisis, which has 
persisted for more than seven 
years," the Crown Prince said. 

He said his talks with Turk- 
ish President Suleiman 
Demirel were held in the 
framework of cooperation and 
coordination among Arab and 
Muslim countries neighbour- 
ing Iraq to defuse the crisis and 
ensure that Iraqi territorial 
integrity is preserved. 

Within the same framework, 
the Crown Prince also met 
with over 20 ambassadors of 
Arab and Muslim countries to 
brief them on the talks he held 
in Paris and London over the 
situation in Iraq, stressing the 
need for continued Arab and 
Muslim coordination to deal 
with regional challenges. 

In separate meetings with 
French Foreign Minister 
Hubert Vedrine and French 
Prime Minster Lionel Jospin, 
the Crown Prince discussed the 


Middle East peace process and 
Jordan-EU relations. 

.An official attending the 
meetings said they focused on 
the need to overcome obstacles 
facing ihe peace process in 
order to achieve lasting and 
comprehensive peace that ful- 
fils the rights of all. 

The Crown Prince and 
French officials also discussed 
ways to improve bilateral lies, 
in order to tap the mutually 
beneficiul opportunities made 
available by the signing of the 
Jordanian-EU association 
agreement lust autumn. 

Mr. Vedrine described Jor- 
danian-French ties as "very 
friendly." 

Since the beginning of the 
U.N. -Iraqi standoff. France has 
played a leading role within the 
EU and the Western world at 
large in seeking peaceful solu- 
tion and avoid a military strike. 


200 million can vote in 2nd phase of Indian polls 


(Continued from page 12) 

for failing in curb the malprac- 
tices. 

Puma is the capital of the 
stare of Bihar, which account- 
ed for 23 of the 30 deaths 
which occurred on the first Jay 
of the national elections im 
Monday. 

The election panel ordered 
fresh elections in I, -ft JO areas 
across India, but half of them 
were conducted in Bihar on 
Thursday. 


On Friday, at least 35 people 
were injured as rioting erupted 
again in the holy Muslim city 
of Ajmer in northern India, the 
Press Trust of India said. 

The police said clashes 
broke out alter people violat- 
ing a curfew in Ajmer. 350 km 
southwest of Delhi, tried to 
march on a 12th-century Mus- 
lim shrine. 

City police chief Amitabh 
Gupta said 20 policemen were 
among those injured and 
added that noren* smashed 


more than a dozen vehicles 
including police cars. 

Two people were also killed 
and five others injured in a 
blast in Kashmir Friday ahead 
of the last leg of national elec- 
tions in the state.* police and 
witnesses said. 

Muslim separatists exploded 
a cycle bomb when a vehicle 
carrying Indian border guards 
passed through a busy street in 
Srinagar on Friday afternoon, 
they said. 

Two civilians died on the 


spoL Five others, including 
three border guards, were 
injured. 

The border guards had gone 
to Srinagar’s Hawal area to 
chalk out security arrange- 
ments for the polling stations 
in the area. 

Also a border guard, a civil- 
ian and a militant were killed 
in a fierce firefighi at Wangam, 
some 70 km south of Srinagar, 
police said. 


Sinn Fein thrown out of Ireland peace talks 


(Continued from page !2) 

the talks more quickly than die 
UDP "underlines the inconsis- 
tency and lack of even-hand- 
edness in the policies of the 
i British) government towards 
Republican and loyalist para- 
militaries. 

A March 9 return to the talks, 
conditional on the IRA carry- 
ing out no further terrorist 
activity, means Sinn Fein will 
miss jusi si\ days of discus- 
sions — three next week and 
three the week alter. 

Both London and Dublin arc 
understood to wane Sinn Fein 
back in the process in time for 
them to take up an invitation 


from U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton to all parties engaged in the 
talks to visit the White House 
to celebrate Sl Patrick's Day 
on March 1 7. 

Northern Ireland Secretary 
Mo Mowlam pledged to keep 
lines ot’ communication open 
w ith Sinn Fein, something the 
Irish government has urged as 
a gesture to the province's 
Roman Catholic community. 

But she said Sinn Fein's 
return to the talks depended on 
a "complete, unqualified and 
unequivocal IRA ceasefire 
being fully and continuously 
observed.” 

London and Dublin opted 
for a moderate reprimand to 


uy to preserve the fragile 
peace process which has 
already been shaken by 1 1 sec- 
tarian killings since late 
December. 

But the expulsion could seri- 
ously compromise any 
chances of achieving some 
form of Nonhem Ireland 
accord before the May dead- 
line the two governments have 
set. 

Negotiators have already lost 
the three-day session which 
ended in Dublin this week dis- 
cussing the decision to punish 
Sinn Fein instead of the what 
was mi the agenda — the sen- 
sitive issue of political links 
between Northern Ireland and 


the Irish Republic. 

Sinn Fein is already a dis- 
gruntled participant, arguing 
that it has made major conces- 
sions by agreeing to discuss 
issues which are far removed 
from their objective of a uni- 
fied Ireland. 

While it is theoretically pos- 
sible for the major moderate 
Protestant and Catholic parties 
ro reach an accord without 
Sinn Fein. London and Dublin 
have been anxious to associate 
the Catholic Republicans in 
the democratic process. 

It explains their reluctance to 
come down too harshly on 
Sinn Fein. 


Lewinsky’s father: Prosecutor overstepping bounds 


(Continued from page 12; 

father exhorted Mr. Sum ut the 
ABC interview. 

“What is going on, and what 
Ken Starr has brought upon 
her. is unconscionable in my 
mind," the Beverley Hills 
oncologist said. 

He chastised Mr. Starr lor 
calling Ms. Lewinsky's moth- 
er. Dr. Lewinsky said Mr. 
Starr’s investigation was 
“totally out of control." 

'To pit a mother against her 
daughter, to coerce her io talk 

— 10 me it's reminiscent of the 
McCarthy era, of the inquisi- 
tion, and even, you know you 
could stretch it and say the 
Hitler era,” he said. "It's aw ful. 
I can't believe that this is hap- 
pening." 

Asked if his daughter could 
have lubricated her relation- 
ship with Mr. Clinton. Dr. 
Lewinsky said, "I can’t imag- 
ine her making that up." The 
excerpts from the interview, 
however, did not address 
directly whether he had knowl- 
edge of an aff air with the pres- 


ident. 

As fora possible crush on the 
president. Dr. Lewinsky said: 
"I third: anybody dial works in 
the While House is at awe with 
the office, with the building, 
the location, the prcsidenL" 

But Dr. Lewinsky said he 
didn't think the controversy 
would bring down the presi- 
dent. 

"I can't imagine that this 
incident is going to erode the 
confidence of the people of this 
country with the job that he Is 
doing. And I think it would be 
a sad day if something like this 
were to bring down a presiden- 
cy," he said 

In Washington Thursday, a 
phalanx of 10 presidential 
lawyers attended the hearing 
wit! i Clinton aide Lindsey 
before U.S. District Judge 
Norma Holloway Johnson. 

Mr. Lindsey laced questions 
about whether the president 
tried to cover up the alleged 
affair with Ms. Lewinsky by 
inducing her to file a false 
court affidavit in the Paula 
Jones ease. 


Mr. Lindsey, a close friend 
and adviser to Mr. Clinton for 
3U years, left the counhouse at 
midafiemoon, refusing to say 
whether he had finished testi- 
fying. 

"In my judgement it has been 
cordial. That might not be (be 
judgement of the other side,” 
he told reporters. 

Bui in anticipation of a possi- 
ble executive privilege claim 
by Mr. Clinton, the White 
House retained Washington 
Attorney Neil Eggleston, who 
had previously served in the 
counsel’s office. Mr. Eggle- 
ston, who attended the closed 
court hearing, successfully rep- 
resented the White House in an 
executive-privilege dispute 
over certain documents with 
the independent counsel who is 
prosecuting former agriculture 
secretary, Mike Espy. 

At stake is a possible claim 
that executive privilege pro- 
tects from grand jury scrutiny 
the confidentiality of conversa- 
tions dial Mr. Lindsey and 
other top White House aides 
had with Mr. Clinton about 


some aspect of the Lewinsky 
imbroglio. 

"It’s very simple: If ihe pres- 
ident is going to get good 
advice from his advisers., he 
needs people who can deliber- 
ate in private." Mr. Clinton's 
press secretary. Mike McCur- 
ry. said in an interview. 

The Supreme Court recog- 
nises executive privilege but 
has generally limited it to pri- 
vate discussions between the 
president and advisers about 
official matters, notably the 
conduct of foreign affairs or 
other internal policy discus- 
sions. 

In the famous showdown 
between President Nixon and 
Watergate prosecutors, the 
high court ordered Mr. Nixon 
to surrender tape recordings of 
Ova! Office conversations with 
aides that were sought for the 
criminal investigation of the 
Watergate cover-up. The reve- 
lations on the tapes that Mr. 
Nixon participated in the 
cover-up prompted his resigna- 
tion in August 1974. 
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‘Jordanians do not differentiate between zero and a hundred’ 



Majali: Poverty in Jordan is not that of money 
but is ‘a poverty of shame culture’ 


By Samir Ghawi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AQABA — **We are not an 
oil country. We are not a 
gas country. We are not an 
agricultural country. We are 
a country of vision, of 
brain. of pragmatism. 
That's the reason Jordan is 
more advanced than most 
of the Arab World," Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali told a group of Arab 
and foreign journalists in 
Aqaba Thursday. 

He rejected what the 
World Bank says about 
poverty and the imbalance 
in the distribution of wealth 
in the Kingdom because 
this world financial institu- 
tion looks at things differ- 
ently. -Whatever” is men- 
tioned about the rich and 
the poor is wrong even if 
the World Bank has said it." 
the prime minister stressed. 

Dr. Majali referred in this 


regard to the illiteracy rate 
dropping from 95 per cent 
to 12 per cent over the past 
60 years and to 35 per cent 
of the total population 
going to school noting that 
today "we have the highest 
percentage of people going 
to higher education ” 

“We have the highest rate 
in the world as 55 per cent 
of Jordanians between the 
age of 1 8 to 23 years are in 
post-secondary education," 
the prime minister pointed 
out. 

In an unprecedented long, 
frank and open dialogue 
with the journalists who 
were attending a Jemstone 
Med-media Economics 
Reporters workshop in 
cooperation with the World 
Bank’s Economic Develop- 
ment Institute, Dr. Majali 
described poverty in Jordan 
as not being a poverty of 
money but as a poverty of 
"shame culture 


SENIOR EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENT 


BRJTISHBANK announced 
char .Mr. A man Mehta will be 
stepping down hum his current 
position as Deputy Chairman 
on February 27th and moving 
to take up a new post as Gener- 
al Manager International, for 
HongkongBank. based in 
Hong Kong. In this new posi- 
tion he will be responsible for 
the HSBC Group's commer- 
cial banking business in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

“My successor. Mr. Andrew 
Dixon. OBE. is no stranger to 
the Middle East haring served 
here on previous assignments. 
He is a long-standing colleague 
and good friend and. while 1 
am sad to be going. I know I 
will be leaving the Bank in 
good hands." 

During his career with the 
Bank. Mr. Dixon has held a 
range of posts in a number of 
different countries, including 
Hong Kong. Brunei. Singapore 
and Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Dixon will also be a non- 
executive director oflhe Saudi 
British Bank. The Cyprus Pop- 
ular Bank. Middle East 
Finance Company Limited. 
Egy ptian British Bank S.A.E. 
and British Arab Commercial 
Bank Limited- He will also be 
Chairman of HSBC Financial 
Services (Middle East! Limit- 
ed. the Dubai based regional 
investment banking arm of the 
HSBC Group. He is married 
and has two sons and a daugh- 
ter. 

BriiishBank has 3 1 branches 
throughout the United .Arab 



Emirates. Oman. Bahrain. 
Qatar. Jordan. Lebanon, the 
Palestinian Autonomous Area 
and an offshore banking unit in 
Bahrain. This extensive region- 
al coverage is enhanced by its 
fellow HSBC associates. The 
Saudi British Bank and Egypt- 
ian British Bank. In addition to 
its Middle Eastern network the 
Bank has branches in Mumbai 
and Trivandrum in India and 
Baku. Azerbaijan. It also has 
private banking operations in 
London and Geneva. 

BritishBank has been a prin- 
cipal member of the HSBC 
Group since 1959. Headquar- 
tered in London with 130.000 
staff in more than 5.500 offices 
in 79 countries and territories 
and assets of GBP275bn fas ar 
June 30. 1 997). the HSBC 
Group is one of the world’s 
leading banking and financial 
services organisations. Other 
principal members of the 
HSBC Group are Hongkong- 
Bank in Asia Midland Bank in 
Europe and Marine Midland 
Bank in the United States. 


“We have 550,000 non- 
Jordanians working in the 
Kingdom. We have so many 
Filipinos, Sri Lankans. 
Egyptians, Syrians, 
Bangladeshis and Pakista- 
nis and we are Dot an oil 
country,” he explained. 
-Jordanians do not want to 
do what those non-Jordani- 
ans are doing.” 

"Jordanians do not want 
to work in jobs that are even 
not menial such as accoun- 
tants. barbers and plastering 
labourers.” he said. "They 
want civil service jobs with 
even a third- of the pay.” 

“That is the problem ” Dr. 
Majali emphasised, stress- 
ing that the poverty is that 
people do not want to do 
the work. 

“Unfortunaiely we have a 
disease in Jordan and that is 
we do not differentiate 
between zero and a hun- 
dred. We do not accept any 
figure. Either hundred or 
zero.” he said noting that 
Jordanians would rather 
remain without a job even if 
the pay is JD 95. 

Dr. Majali rejected state- 
ment that the income of 
Jordanians had fallen and 
that prices had risen and 
negatively affected the liv- 
ing standards in the King- 
dom. He countered that the 
dinar has appreciated in 
value and that the main 
problem was in the high 
aspirations of the people. 

"Anywhere you go in the 
country you won't see 
somebody who is barefoot- 
ed. hungry or not getting 
clean water. 99.4 per cent of 
the people in Jordan have 
electricity and water at 
home along with schools 


and clinics," he said. 

The prime minister added 
that the Jordanian govern- 
ments have done more than 
their capabilities in terms of 
raising the standard of liv- 
ing to citizens “because we 
are the best people at beg- 
ging and bringing money 
from outside." 

"We are very clever at 
that because if we just 
depend on our natural 
resources you cannot see 
the standard of living going 
up here. Why should you 
live in Jordan better than in 
other countries which have 
more natural resources than 
Jordan?” he exclaimed. 

Dr. Majali, who was cele- 
brating his 72nd birthday in 
Aqaba quietly with family 
members, covered a wide 
range of subjects but, eco- 
nomically. he focused on 
the effects on the Jordanian 
economy from a U.S. strike 
against Iraq and from the 
Israeli refusal to lessen its 
domination on the Palestin- 
ian markets. 

He said a U.S. strike 
against Iraq would suffo- 
cale Jordan economically 
both on trade and oil fronts. 
“It would be hell not only 
on Iraq alone but on the 
whole region.” he stressed. 
However, he declined to 
estimate the losses Jordan 
might bear noting that any 
amount would depend on 
the size of the U.S. strike. 

The premier said Jordan 
could have realised hun- 
dreds of millions in trade 
with the Palestinians had it 
not been for Israeli impedi- 
ments in obstructing such 
an expansion of commerce 
between the two sides. 


Dr. Majali 
accused the 
Israelis of- 
not honour- 
ing agree- 
ments and 
of refusing 
to lessen 
control over 
the Palestin- 
ian market 
which pro- 
vides them 
with busi- 


Abdul Salam Majali 


ness in 
excess of S2 
billion 
annually. 

“I am not 
optimistic 
of being able to raise the 
volume of trade with Pales- 
tinians especially under the 
Israeli hindrances related to 
security concerns?' Dr. 
Majali said, noting that by 
keeping the Palestinian 
markef closed, unemploy- 
ment and poverty among 
the Palestinians wifi 
increase. 

The prime minister 
revealed that the Kingdom 
has enough food and oil 
supplies to last the country 
for a maximum of four 
months at the most and 33 
days at least if a strike 
against Iraq happens. 

He said Saudi Arabia has 
expressed readiness to meet 
Jordan's oil requirements if 
needed but the cost of such 
a supply has not been dis- 
cussed. 

"The port of Aqaba is 
ready to receive various 
imports especially oil.” he 
emphasised noting that 
despite technical obstacles, 
the port is capable of 
absorbing 13.000 tonnes of 



oil daily. 

Asked ab out development 
plans for Aqaba. Dr. Majali 
said the government is con- 
tinuing its drive to trans- 
form the port city into a 
trade free zone. “We want 
Aqaba to become a major 
area to attract investment 
for free trade between East- 
West countries." he 
stressed. 

Asked what could be con- 
sidered as a major problem 
facing the country in the 
future, the prime minister 
saw the bloated civil ser- 
vice as requiring priority 
attention. 

“We will not be throwing 
people out of work all at 
once but we plan to address 
the matter gradually 
through investments, 
decentralisation and 

through trying to change 
the view of people towards 
"the shame culture” by 
training and encouraging 
them to take various jobs 
done by non-Jordanian 
labour. 


Jordanian trade team begins 
visit to Saudi Arabia today 


AMMAN (J.T.1 — A Jor- 
danian economic delega- 
tion leaves for Saudi Arabia 
today on an official visit for 
talks with officials from the 
Saudi Chambers of Indus- 
try and Trade on ways to 
promote Jordanian-Saudi 
industrial and trade rela- 
tions. 

Haidar Murad, chairman 
of the Federation of Jordan- 
ian Chambers of Trade said 
the delegation will meet 
with heads and members of 
Saudi chambers and busi- 
nessmen as well as Saudi 
officials. He expressed 


hope that the visit and the 
talks will yield very posi- 
tive results and further 
bolster bilateral ties. 

The Jordanian delegation, 
which groups 40 members, 
are due to visit five Saudi 
cities: Riyadh, Dammam, 
Jeddah. Medina and Mecca 
to hold these talks, accord- 
ing to Mr. Murad, who is 
leading the delegation. 

Two Saudi Arabian dele- 
gations had visited Jordan 
in 1996 and in 1997 at the 
invitation of the Jordanian 
business community and 
discussed prospects for bol- 


stering bilateral coopera- 
tion in economic and trade 
Fields. 

The visits of two delega- 
tions reflected positively 
on the exchange of goods 
between Saudi .Arabia and 
Jordan. According to Mr. 
Murad, trade exchanges in 
1996 were worth JD22I.I 
million of which JD123.6 
million were Jordanian 
exports. In 1997, he said, 
the trade exchange rose to 
JD24-2 million. 

According to business 
community sources in 
Amman, many Jordanian 


industrialists are complain- 
ing that Saudi products, 
allowed to enter Jordan 
under a protocol that 
exempts them from taxes, 
have harmed similar Jor- 
danian products. Customers 
say many Saudi products 
are cheaper in price and 
better in quality. 

Mr. Murad said that in 
addition to trade discus- 
sions with Saudi Arabian 
officials, the delegation will 
also tour a number of 
industrial sites in Saudi 
Arabia. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert 
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ACROSS 
1 Dining surface 
6 Desert Storm 
missile 

10 Windy City 
perennial also- 
rans 

1*1 Sign on: var. 

15 French soldier's 
cap 

16 Environs 

17 Song by the 
Kinks and the 
Pretenders 

20 Woods walk 

21 Brit ttybcrys 

22 Moves 
effortlessly 

23 First name in 
mysteries 

25 Arrangement 

26 Letters on 
Cardinals' caps 

23 Dated platters 

31 Speak 
imperfect fy 

35 Common 
writing 

37 Dancer Pavlova 

38 Division word 

39 Bowie song 

42 Teensy 

43 Gratuitous 

44 Wading bird 

45 Musde: archaic 

46 Livestock feed 

48 Madison Ave. 
output 

49 Downpour 

51 Gentle 

53 'The Last of 



By Stanley B. Whitten 
Northbrook. IL 


56 Opening 
58 Teases 
61 Ramones song 

64 Otherwise 

65 Bird 
confinement 

66 Cosmetician 
Lauder 

67 Active person 

68 Slaughter of 
baseball 

69 Cereal gran 


DOWN 

1 Pianist John 

2 Opposed to, at 
first? 

3 Got free 


4 Long strider 

5 Tarzan on TV 

6 Predatory 
sho rebird 

7 Bennett of 
Random House 

8 Boom times 

9 Bishop 

10 Conspiring in 
secret 

1 1 Author Leon 

12 Curved 

13 Droops 

18 Hurler 
Hershiser 

19 Tightening 
snake 

24 Leopold's 
cohort 

25 Refused 

26 Bowling 
challenge 

27 Fidelity 

29 Polyester fabric 

30 Sighed, 
Hollywood-style 

32 Work to gain 
favor , 

33 Spirited mount 

34 Harbors 
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fliwie** Her smw. 

Witfaiwwi 


36 Airplane with a 
message 

40 Betroth 

41 Flying: pref. 

47 Catch sight of 
50 Pub offering 

52 New 

53 Snow glider 

54 Hawaiian port 


55 Being: Lat. 

56 Kind of dancer 

57 Iowa college 
town 

59 La _ Tar Pits 

60 P roofer's word 

62 Brown in the 
sun 

63 Chop 


Peanuts 


IN PI CATIONS OF POSSIBLE LEARNING DISABILITY.. HA5 A 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1998 i 


By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services, Inc, j 


ARBES: (March' 21 to April 19) An older person will 
emerge later today with all sorts of ideas to fill up your : 
time. If you can escape before this person wakes up; 
you’ve got a chance of getting out of town. If not. you’ll 
be corralled to do some job you promised years ago.' 
Well, that wouldn't be too terrible. At last yoa could ; 
finally check it off your list. 

TAURUS: ( April 20 to May 20) Pay btiJs this morning 
and make sure financial obligations are all handled. 
Then you can take off on your vacation. Friends are 
eagerly waiting to see you. These are people you love- 
dearly and haven’t seen in way too long. If you don’t 


already have something planned, make a few calls. It 
won't be hard at ail to put together a memorable trip. 
GEMINI: (May 21 io June 21) You're liable to. spend 
money today. You’re also liable to find something you sim- 
ply cannot live without. This item could cost more than 
you actually have, and you might not have not the slight- 
est qualm about it. Now that you've being warned, put in 
the safety measures. Leave the credit cards at home. . . 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Today a friend or part- 
ner could come along to help with your work, and a job 
that was miserable only this morning wills start looking 
like fun. Once that’s done, you can go ahead and travel. 
Friends and relatives are waiting to see you: If you; 
could all go someplace together, that would be even 
more perfect Sailing, anyone? 

LEO: fJuly 22 to August 21) The work schedule is 
intense today. You're probably asking yourself. “Why 
should I have to work on a Saturday?” Well, that’s just 
how it goes, you might as well find something around 
the house that needs to be done. Next weekend will be 
much better for fun and games. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) It’s a marvellous 
day to get married! it's also a good day to renew your old 
marriage vows, or whatever sort of commitment you 
have. If you aren’t committed right now, you could be 
easily enough. A commitment may practically pop right 
into your arms. It's a magical moment, so don't fight fate: 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You’d rather be 
at home than just about anywhere else this weekend. 
You’re interested in solving problems and working on 
projects. You may get the feeling that everything needs 
to be ripped out'and redone. That’s not a bad idea. Once 
you’re clear on what it should look like, go ahead and 
do it. You’ve got the whole weekend. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You tend to 
be slow to pick up on innovations. You may be doing 
things the way you did them 10 years ago. That’s OK; 
sometimes, but in most cases it’s better to keep up with j 
the times. That will be easier if you can find someone to 
help. A tutoring session could develop into romance. . .. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Act- 
early this morning while you still have the advantage,' 
Later, you’ll find your rime taken up by practical mat- 
ters. You should be made of money. You have no prob- 
lem spreading the wealth around. Unfortunately, you're 
going to have to budget. The holiday bills are starting ro. 
eome in. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Janupjy 20), You'll 
feel a surge of energy as the moon goes info your sign. 
This is a magnificent day .to start new enterprises, who- 
ever they are. Don't hesitate a moment 'longen At least- 
make the declaration of what you’re going to accom-.} 
plish next in front of witnesses. Thai will wo tfc to catch 
this magnificent moment. : 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Your inner’ 
voice is pushing you to make sure everything you do is jj 
deductible. Yes. even on the weekends. You’ve been 
resistant to this soft of coaching in the past. This week- 
end. you might be able to make a major readjustment. 
Start by finding a friend who is successful in business 
and asking for advice. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You and your bud- 
dies need to get together and do something productive. 
Besides having a good time, you can accomplish some-.’ 
thing. Is there a community garden in your neighbour- 
hood, or a vacant lot where you could make one? You’d: 
enjoy that, and so would most of your friends. Check 
out the possibilities. 


Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“Police, I’d like to report a robbery. 
My husband has stolen my zest for life!” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Saturday, February 21 , 1998 


Jordan wins $8m in ‘oil-for-food 


AMMAN (AFPj — Jordan- 
ian companies have won a 
further 58 million of trade 
contracts with Iraq under 
the U.N.-approved "oiMbr- 
food” agreement, said the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Thursday. 

The six new contracts 
which include deals to sup- 
ply Iraq with medicines, 
plastic bags and soaps have 
been approved by the U.N. 
Sammons Committee. 


contracts with Iraq 


The oil-foMbod pro- 
gramme allows Baghdad — 
which has been under U.N. 
sanctions since it invaded 
Kuwait in Aueusi jyyfl — 
to expon up to *2 billion of 
oil every six months in 
order to buy humanitarian 
supplies. 

The pew contracts bring 
Jordan’s total income from 
the U.N. programme it* 
about $207 million since 
the programme was intro- 


duced in 19%. 

This figure is still well 
below the billion-dolluf-a- 
year trade conducted 
between Amman and Bagh- 
dad before the Gulf crisis of 
1990-91 when Iraq was Jor- 
dan’s top trade partner. 

The Sanctions Coiuiniitee 
also permits Jordan to con- 
duct a separate trade pruiti- 
col with Iraq which will 
allow l\>r 5255 million of 
trade in IWK. 


Oman signs $ 1 . 1 b fertiliser 
plant deal with Indian firms 


MUSCAT (API — Slate- 
owned Oman Oil Co. has 
finalised a $ 1.1 billion deal 
wtft-iwo Indian companies 
to set up a fertiliser plant in 
the Gulf suue. Oman’s com- 
merce and industry minister 
has said. 

Maqbool Ben Ali Sultan 
told die official Oman New s 
Agency that the agreement 


was signed in India with the 
Raxhiriya Chemicals and 
Fertili>ers and Krixhuk 
Bharty Cooperative. Financ- 
ing for the project is under 
negotiation, wiih a meeting 
set for later this month in 
London with international 
banks and financial institu- 
tions Mr. MuqtMul said. 

Oman and India signed the 


agreement 


initial fertiliser 
last year. 

Hie plant is set to begin 
operations in 2lX)l. If is 
designed to produce 1.4 mil- 
lion metric tonnes a year of 
urea, destined for export to 
India, and .MjO.tXX) metric 
tonnes a year of ammonia, 
targeted lor .sale ro u compa- 
ny in Norway. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 20/02/9817:57 
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- 
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Iraq-U.S. crisis causes turnover, share prices at AFM to drop 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

S/vcitil io th e Jordan Times 


AMMAN — ■ The standoff 
between Iraq and the L’.S. 
over Baghdad's refusal to 
grant access to U.N. 
inspectors was behind the 
decline in activity at the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFMj. a broker said Fri- 
day. 

The AFM weekly bulletin 
indicated that turnover 
declined to JD5.2 million 
down liom JD6.1 million a 
week ago, a drop of 14. S 
per cent. 

Naim Naqeeb, a broker at 


the AFM, told the Jordan 
Times that dealers were 
“very cautious to buy 
shares and remained reluc- 
tant to show more enthusi- 
asm.” 

•'When dealers feel that 
there would be a rap- 
pnvhemem in the crisis, 
they tend ro buy. But when 
situation seems to be very 
hot they lose their 
appetite ” Mr. Naqeeb said. 

"If l Kofi I Annan suc- 
ceeds in his mission in 
Baghdad, this will reflect 
positively on the AFM 
turnover’ but it he fails the 
consequences will be very- 


bad to the market.'* Mr. 
Naqeeb said, referring to 
the U.N. secretary general’s 
visit to Baghdad Friday. 

Mr. Xaqeeb said that the 
Iraqi crisis also reflected 
negatively on the general 
pnee index which recorded 
a 0.65 point decrease, or 
0..t9 per cent. 

The AFM bulletin 
showed that tie price index 
closed at 165.3 point last 
week down from 166.02 
point in the previous week. 

“.Another reason that 
affected the price index was 
too much supply which was 
not met with the same 


quantity of demand,” Mr. 
Naqeeb said. 

“Supply of shares, espe- 
cially of the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company, by for- 
eign portfolios was one of 
the major characteristics of 
the last week trading which 
led to the decrease in the 
price index.” he explained. 

Mr. Naqeeb indicated that 
the banking sector account- 
ed for the lion’s share of the 
weekly turnover as it took 
41.2 pier cent. orJD2.l3 
million, of the total. 

He said most of the 
demand in the banking sec- 
tor focused on the Arab 


Bank shares, the King- 
dom's largest financial 
institution. 

The industrial sector 
came second with JD1-6 
million, or 32.3 per cent, 
followed by the services 
sector with JD 1.3 million, 
or 25 per cent, and finally 
insurance sector with 
JD3S.000 or 0.08 per cent. 

Out of 91 firms that 
changed hands in the last 
week trading, 32 recorded 
increase in its prices com- 
pared with 40 which regis- 
tered losses. Share prices of 
nine firms did not change. 
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Area: 200 sq.m. 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 
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African Nations Cup 

Goal jamboree expected 
between Ivory Coast and Egypt 


OUAGADOUGOU (.AFP) — a real 
goal jamboree is expected in the Ivoiy 
Coast v Egypt African Nations Cup 
quarter-final on Saturday if the coun- 
tries’ previous matches are anything to 
go by. 

Ivory Coast’s attacking duo joel 
Tiehi and Ibrahim Bakayoko have 
slammed home an impressive six of 
their side's 10 goals so far in the tour- 
nament. 

And Egypt’s veteran striker Hossam 
Hassan is top scorer in the event with 
five goals and there is np sign of his 
spree drying up. Tiehi. however, 
appears not to be obsessed with 
becoming the top scorer in the finals. 

“I'm certainly not paying much 
attention to it,” Tiehi said. 


"But if I become the best marksman 
here all well and good I ” he added. 

Ivory Coast will have good support 
in Ouagadougou’s Municipal stadium 
(2000 GMT) owing to Burkina Faso’s 
proximity as Ivory Coast’s northern 
neighbour's. 

Omens are good for Ivory Coast as 
the last time die tournament was held 
in West Africa — in Senegal six years 
ago — they beat Ghana in the final on 
penalties in their first ever triumph. 

However Ivoiy Coast were eliminat- 
ed from the opening stages in the 1996 
championship and coach Robert 
Nouzaret will want to make amends 
for that. But they are up against Egypt 
who have made a record 15 finals 
appearances, and winning the tourna- 


ment this year would give them a 
record-equalling four trophies along 
with Ghana. Top players such as 
Werder Bremen sweeper Hani Ramzy 
and Udinese striker Hazem Emam cer- 
tainly mean the quality is there for 
them to go all the way. 

Media pressure has been building 
back in Egypt to relive the glory days 
of their last African Nations Cup tri- 
umph in 1986 and their World Cup 
finals appearance in Italy four years 
later. The winner of this quarter-final 
comes up against either Tunisia or 
Burkina Faso, who play in the 4th 
August stadium in Ouagadougou just 
hours earlier on Saturday at 1600 
GMT. 


Home advantage offers Burkina Faso 
hope against Tunisia 


Equestrian team competes 
in Beirut friendly 


By Oraar Karan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Some of Jordan's top show 
jumpers are now in Beirut for a two-day 
friendly equestrian horse show grouping 
participants from Jordan. Syria and 
Lebanon. 

Headed bv Ibrahim Bisharat. the nders 
Hussam Bahu. Hani, Maysem and 
Ibrahim Bisharat jnr.. Han an Hilayel. 
Sireen Rasekh. Sireen Naser. and Fares 
Taher are ready to fly the flag for Jordan in 
this preliminary to the 199S international 
season. The trainer is Falah Hassoun. 

Meanwhile. G hassan Qassar. one of 
Jordan’s top international show jumpers, 
is recovering in hospital after being 
involved in an horrific accident at the 
international show-jumping event in 
Jerez, Spain last week, also attended by 
HRH Princess Haya. 

He suffered a cracked skull when, whilst 
going from one arena to another, the horse 
he was walking behind suddenly kicked 
back catching Qassar unaware. 
Emergency services were quickly alerted, 
and he was rushed to the hospital, where 
he spent four days in a critical condition in 
the intensive unit. 


Qassar, who is in Europe for a planned' 
3 months in order to train, had put in a 
great showing, lying in 20th position from 
125 riders, with a clear round and crafyT 
four seconds adrift of the leader. 

Last year in the Jordan Championship, 
he came second to Hani Bisharat, .whom 
he beat to gain third from 36 riders at the; 
Volvo Championships in Turkey. 

Princess Haya also completed clear 
rounds on two horses in the three classes : 
she is participating in. The tournament, 
which started on the 6th of February will 
finish March 2. . > 

In further developments, the endurance 
race season starts in Aqaba next month. 
The 60 km race will be a qualifier for 
October's 120km international in Amman 
This is the first of two qualifiers, the sec- 
ond taking place in June, and is intended, 
eventually, to prepare horses for the longer 
distances, that the World Cup is run over. 

The Fust qualifier for the World Cup is 
on Feb. 23 in Abu Dhabi, which will also 
host another one in December. Jordan has 
no entries, but will go along as observers . 
as they prepare to take oa~ti^massive 
160km distance this is run oveer - r; 



PhiJadelphia 76er guard Alien Iverson chases down a loose ball February 19 against 
the Indiana Pacers in Market Square Arena. Pacers center Mark West (41) stands 
behind Iverson (Reuters photo) 

Knee injury hobbles Spurs centre 


field-goal percentage and 


OUAGADOUGOU (AFP) 
— World Cup qualifiers and 
1996 .African Nations Cup 
silver medalists Tunisia 
would be expected to defeat 
Burkina Faso almost any- 
where in Africa 

Anywhere except the 
Chinese-built August 4 
Stadium in the Burkinabe 
capital, which has witnessed 
some remarkable events 
since the biennial African 
showpiece kicked off two 
weeks ago. 

Ghana, champions a 
record four times and one of 
the favourites here, were 
eliminated by no-hopers 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo at the national stadi- 
um in midweek. 

Burkina Faso, a trans- 
formed team since the 
arrival last year of French 
coach Philippe Troussier, 
will be hoping to take a leaf 
from the Congolese book on 
Saturday afternoon. 

"Everyone knows that in a 
cup it is not always the best 
team that wins." warns the 


ANTWERP (AFP) — 
Crowd pleaser Patrick Rafter 
booked a place in the quarter- 
finals of the SI million 
European Community 
Championship Thursday 
night 6-4, 7-6 (7/3) after 
briefly losing his way against 
Frenchman Cedric Pioline. 

The World No. 3 from 
Australia got the Belgian 
crowd at the Sportpaleis seri- 
ously worked up on his way 
to victory, his third out of 
four matches with the two- 
time Wirableden finalist 

Female teenage screams 
were particularly evident 
when the 25-year-old second 
seed made a shin change, 
switching from red to a dark- 
er shade in the second set 

Rafter had a menial lapse 
while leading 5-1 in the 
opening set against No. 18 
Pioline and had to wake up 
when the Frenchman reached 

4- 5 from two breaks of the 
Aussie. 

Rafter broke to win the 
opener and maintained 
momentum through the sec- 
ond-set tiebreaker. He next 
plays American Jeff Tarango 
Friday night 

“I was cruising along and 
my intensity dropped a bit” 
said Rafter, who will face a 
rematch of the Australian 
Open first round against 
Tarango. 

“He took advantage then. I 
couldn’t seem to win the the 
first point of a game. But at 

5- 4, I told myself ‘no wor- 
ries' and got back into it 

“I went out there to enjoy 
myself. That's what I’m hop- 


‘ White Witchdoctor’ as he 
prepares for a quarter-finals 
showdown with the North 
Africans. 

Troussier, who takes 
charge of the South African 
World Cup squad from 
March 1. made a place 
among the last eight his bot- 
tom line for Burkina Faso 
and the goal was achieved 
with a mix of spirit and 
luck. 

Even in temperatures 
touching 40 degrees, his 
players swarm about the 
pitch like bees whose hive 
has been disturbed, only to 
be let down by unimagina- 
tive finishing. 

This was particularly evi- 
dent in the opening match 
with Cameroon, who 
snatched an early goal and 
then comfortably contained 
a Stallions side lacking 
leading scorer Mamadou 
Zongo. 

The teenage star who 
plays for leading Ivory 
Coast club ASEC was ruled 
out of the Nations Cup by 


Patrick Rafter 

ing to do at every match this 
year. I played some great ten- 
nis in this match, especially 
oq the big points.” 

Fifth seed Greg Rusedski 
came through a drama-filled, 
third-set tiebreaker to knock 
France's Guillaume Raoux 
out of 7-6 (8/6). 3-6, 7-6 
(15/13) in their second-round 
contest 

The Briton saved five 
match points while missing 
out on four match-winning 
chances of his own. Rusedski 
staged a fightback from 1-5 
down in the final tiebreaker 


an ankle injury and his flair 
and finishing have been 
sadly missed. 

Burkina Faso ended a 
seven-match losing streak 
spanning 20 years of the 
competition by defeating 
Algeria 2-1 with a harsh 
penalty award playing a sig- 
nificant role. 

German-based Kassoum 
Ouedraogo converted the 
spot kick and Seydou 
Traore, who plays in a 
French amateur league, 
capped a superb perfor- 
mance with a goal as the 
Stallions stormed back into 
contention. 

Needing a victory over 
unbeaten Guinea in the final 
series of pool .games, 
Burkinabe supporters 
endured 85 tense minutes 
before Romeo Kambou 
became the darling of his 
country with the only goal. 

Tunisia, drawn with 
Colombia, England and 
Romania at the World Cup 
in France, also lost their 
opening match to Ghana 


and had 17 aces overall. 

“It was the closest shave of 
my career,” he admitted. “I 
was out of the match and I 
got back in. I don’t think I 
could have done it had it 
been 1-6. 1 kept fighting and 
fortunately it turned around 
my way today.” 

Defending champion Marc 
Rosser won his thud straight 
match against Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov, ousting the 
fourth -seeded Russian 3-6, 
6-4, 6-3 to move into the 
quarter-finals. 

The victory was especially 


before clawing back with 
unconvincing victories over 
DR Congo and Togo. 

“We began slowly due to 
fitness problems and I am 
not satisfied because the 
team has not corresponded 
to the quality of the play- 
ers," says Henri 
Kasperczak, the experi- 
enced Franco-Pole coach of 
Tunisia. 

The biggest disappoint- 
ment has been German- 
based midfielder Zoubeir 
Beya. Outstanding at the 
previous finals in South 
Africa, he was substituted 
twice here before being 
axed for the crunch clash 
with Togo. 

The attack has also pre- 
sented -problems for 
Kasperczak,- the longest- 
serving national coach in 
Africa, with shaven-haired 
winger Hassan Gabsi often 
overshadowing strikers 
Mehdi Ben Slimane and 
Ziad Tlemcani. 


beneficial for the Swiss win- 
ner, whose only title from 
1997 came here a year ago 
over Briton Tim Henman 

Rosset automatically 
advances into tbe semi-finals 
after Friday round opponent. 
Swede Magnus Lars son, 
withdrew Thursday with a 
stretched ligament in his left 
ankle suffered in a 
Wednesday night win against 
Dutchman Jan Siemerink. 

Rosset, the 1992 Olympic 
champion who now stands 
26th in the world last lost to 
•No. 6 Kafelnikov in 1996. 
He won twice in tbe series 
last year, at home in Gstaad 
and in Tashkent in a semi- 
final. 

The Swiss dropped the first 
set but quickly righted him- 
self, coming back for victory 
with a break for 4-2 in the 
third game and advancing on 
the first of two match points. 

Rosset reached the final 
last week in Sl Petersburg 
while Kafelnikov was beaten 
in a title match in Marseille a 
fortnight ago by Swede 
Thomas Enqvist 

‘1 have confidence after 
last week,” said Rosset 
“And I also have a psycho- 
logical edge over Yevgeny 
after three straight wins. I 
was not on best form, but it 
was enough to win.” 

Swede Thomas Johansson 
beat Czech Martin Datum 6- 
2, 6-4 while defeated 

Magnus Norman of Sweden, 
7-6 (7-2), 6-2 to reach the 
quarters in his first Antwerp 
appearance. 


Komen 
dances 
to 5,000m 
indoor 
record 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Kenya’s JDaniel Komen 
danced his way to a new 
5,000 metres indoor world 
record at the international 
meeting here on Thursday. 

Komen's time of 12min 
51.48sec easily eclipsed 
the former record of 
12:59.04 set by Ethiopia’s 
Haile Gebrselassie here on 
Februaiy 20. 1997. 

And the Kenyan, who 
also broke the 3,000m 
indoor world record earlier 
this month, said he had 
used tbe music in the 
indoor arena here ro find 
his world-record breaking 
rhythm. 

“I was really on form 
tonight and about halfway 
through I heard the music 
(in the hall) and that gave 
me my rhythm. That 
proved enough on its own 
but 1 know I could have run 
even faster.” 

Komen then threw down 
the gauntlet to multi-record 
holder Gebrselassie when 
asked if he thought he was 
now the best ahdete in the 
world. 

“Yes, I think so,” was the 
Kenyan's reply. Kome 
added that he hoped to 
lower the record to 12:35 
soon. 

Appelmans 

derails 

Graf 

comeback 


HANOVER (AFP) — Sabine 
Appelmans of Belgium 
derailed Steffi Graf s come- 
back when she beat the 
German 6-3. 7-6 (7/5) 

Thursday in the quarter-finals 
of the WTA Tour event here. 

Appelmans kept her nerve 
after second-seeded Graf 
fought back from 2-5 down in 
the second set and won on her 
fourth match point 

‘Tm still lacking confi- 
dence," admitted Graf after- 
wards. “But at least I now 
know what I’ve got to work 
on." 

The former World No. 1 on 
Wednesday had registered her 
first singles victory since her 
return from injury by beating 
fellow German Andrea Glass 
in the second round. 

Graf, 28, who hadn't played 
since undergoing a knee oper- 
ation shortly after last year's 
French Open in June, played 
with her lower left leg heavily 
strapped and made a more 
errors than is usual. 

The large crowd lifted the 
21-time Grand Slam singles 
champion when she fell 
behind in the second set and 
she responded to the encour- 
agement, staving off two 
match points and breaking 
back to 4-5. 

Appelmans. 25, surged 6-4 
ahead in the tiebreaker, how- 
ever, and although Graf saved 
the third match point, she then 
sent a forehand wide to give 
world No.24 Appelmans the 
win. 

Appelmans played smart 
tennis, mixing up her game up 
and keeping Graf on the 
move. 

French player Maty Pierce, 
meanwhile, withdrew from 
her second-round match 
against Russia’s Anna 
Koumikova. Pierce, winner 
of last week's Paris Open, said 
she was suffering from bron- 
chitis. 

Koumikova mil play 
Germany’s Wiltred Probs. 


DALLAS (AFP) — The 
San Antonio Spurs knew 
All-Star center David 
Robinson would miss 
Thursday’s road game 

against the Dallas 
Mavericks, but now they 
are unsure exactly when he 
will return. 

Robinson sat out 

Tuesday’s 95-94 home vic- 
tory over the Detroit Pistons 
due to a sore right knee and 
was expected to miss 
Thursday’s game. 

But doctors found 
Thursday that Robinson is 
suffering from an 

inflaramed knee injury 
called chondromalacia and 
he will have to be examined 
again on Thursday to deter- 
mine if he will miss further 
action. 


The knee injury became 
apparent in Saturday's 94- 
8 1 loss to the Phoenix Suns 
when Robinson played just 
17 minutes and had to sit 
out the second half. He had 
played in all 50 games this 
season until missing 
Tuesday's contest. 

Robinson, selected to this 
year's All-Star Game as a 
reserve, is averaging 22.7 
points and 11.0 rebounds on 
the season. He and rookie 
All-Star Tim Duncan have 
formed a formidable duo in 
the frontcourt that has led 
the Spurs to a 35-16 record, 
tied with Phoenix for fourth 
place in the Western 
Conference. 

Robinson, 32, is sixth in 
the league in scoring and 
rebounding, seventh in 


tied with Duncan for eighth - 
in blocked shots. Foot and 
back injuries forced him to 
miss all but six- games last 
season, during which' he 
needed to undergo surgery 
on his left foot 
Will Perdue, -who . had 
been starting at forward 
moved to center for 
Tuesday’s win over Dallas. 
Despite going with a three- 
guard starting lineup dial 
included Jaren - Jackson, 
Vi imy Del Negro and Avery 
Johnson, Sain Antonio still 
owned a 39-28 edge on the 
boards in snapping a two- 
game skid. 


Rafter fights past Pioline in straight sets 
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PHILADELPHIA "1" 

V. ^ 

Pierce Brosnan as 
James Bond 

007...TOMORROW 
NEVER DIES 


V 


CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


-A 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


.PHILADELPHIA ”2' 


DRAGON HEART 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6: IS. 8:30. 10:30 

PINOCCHIO 

Shows; 1 2:30 only 




CINEMA 


TEL5699238 




J 




CINEMA 


TEL5677420 


PLAZA 


John Travolta .... in 


BROKEN ARROW 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6-30, 8:30, 10:30 

v a 


CONCORD 


Y 


CQMCQBD— 111 

Adel Imam & Yusra ... in 

RISALA ILAALWAJLI 

(ARABIC) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:00. 8:15, 1030 
CONCORD..— 21 


MR. BEAN 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL: 079 33430 ^ 

GALLERIA 2 




ABDOUN 

I KNOW WHAT YOU 
DID LAST SUMMER 

Shows: 3:30,6:15.8:30, 10:30 


MORNING SHOWS 

101 DALMATIANS 


A 


CINEMA TEL: 079 33430 

GALLERIA 1 


A 


ABDOUN 

Brad Pitt.. .in 

SEVEN YEARS 
IN TIBET 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:15. 10:45 
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// ffTghan vfrnws Theatre . 

[ TEL: 625155 ' - j 

NOW ON D Aliy. 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham.Yanes - - 
and Amal Dabbas. 7 
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Nagano Games 

Lipinski brightens 

up American gloom 


NAGANO (AFP l — Tara 
Lipinski. with a jm lulls 
i Hit standi ii;! display, briglii- 
ened up the (JKmptCs f*n 
Americans un l i i Ja\ alter 
a day ul reeriiiunaiuuis 
over loutish hockey play- 
ers. 

The 1 S -year -old’s darine. 
attack me iellow American 


eJ*H.in, 

* Earlier. the United States 
team wetc ca-slieateJ for 
trashing their r«»o:ns atid 
Canada's gold meda! hopes 
were swept away by the 
unheralded Czech 

Kepuhht. side. 

Hie Czechs, who also 

knocked the Amencans om 

. 
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Finland's Teeniu Selane 1 X 1 shoots the puck past Russian goalie Mikhail Slitalenkov 
and defenceman Darius Kasparaitis (lit scoring his team’s third goal during the sec- 
ond period id their Olympic semi-final ice hockey game. Finland's Jerc Lehtinen |2II) 
watches (Reuters photo) 
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Nagano schedule for Saturday Feb. 21 (all times GMT) 

•Alpine skiing: t Shiga Kogen Yamanouchi): Men’s slalom 0930/0030 and 1300/0400 
•Biathlon t.Nozawa Onseni: Men’s 4x7.5km relay 1 300/0400 
1 bsleigh (lizuna Kogen t: 4-man 1500/0600 
jockey -men t Big Hat Naganni: Tliird-placc match I515AX)15 
rt Track t White Rinu Nagano l: Women’s 1,000m, Men’s 500m final. Men’s 5,lXX)m 
final IQOfi/lriOO 




appamnent lumimre atter 
losing to the Czechs. 

NHL commissioner Gary 
Be it nun vaid it the guilty 
NHL players were identi- 
lied they cuuid face sanc- 
tion'. 

Meanwhile. Claudia 
Pechstein may well ha\e 
assured Germany will fin- 
ish top of the final medals 
table by retaining her 5.1 KM 
metre speed skaiine title 
with a new world record. 

Only minutes earlier the 
25 -year-old had watched 
her veteran team-mate 
Gunda Nicmann- 

Siirnemanr. set a new 
reci <rd. 

But m the end Niemann- 
Stintemann. competing in 
her fuurth Olympics, had 
to settle tor the silver. 

Yulia Chepalova com- 
pleted a Russian clean- 
sweep ot die women’s 

i.ross-i.oU')!r;. juJJ medaL 
to keep Russia hard on 
Ciei many’s heels a.nj guar- 
antee their Nordic skiing 
future. 

"This is my biggest win 
ever. It’s only the begin- 
ning of my sports career.” 
said the 21 -year-old after 
an exhausting struggle 
with Stefania Belmondo of 
Italy. 

Larissa Lazutina, who 
had won two individual 
gold and an individual sil- 
ver here as well as the relav 



Canadian hockey player Wayne Gretzky holds his hel- 
met in his hand after losing to the Czech Republic 2-1 
following overtime and a shoutout. Gretzky and the 
Canadian team of NHL super stars will play February 
21 for the bronze medal (Reuters photo) 


gold, finished her Olympic 
career w iih a bronze 
medal. 

With most of this great 
R Us.sian learn about to 
retire. ChepalotjN win 
could not have come at a 
better time. 

Elena Vac I be, who won 
all five gold medals a I last 
years world champi- 
onships. finished her 
Olympic career without an 
individual gold medal alter 
coming fifth. behind 
Norway’s Llin NiUen. 

The 29-\ ear-old Vaelbe 
won lour bronzes in 1992 
in Albertville while also 
gaining three relay golds. 

Norway, third in the 
medals table, won their 
first men’s team Nordic 
combined Olympic gold 
medal. coming from 
behind to push Finland, 
leaders after the jump sec- 
tion. into the silver medal 
position. 

For Norway’s third man 
Bjarte Engen Vik. the win 


w as doubly sv\ eel as it 
accompanied his triumph 
in the individual event. 

Italy ’s ski queen Deborah 
Com pag noni went into the 
Olympic record books 
when she won the 
women’s giant slalom for 
her thirJ gold in three 
straight Winter Games. 

No woman Alpine skiier 
has ever managed such an 
Olympic run. Cunipagnoni 
won her first gold, the 
Super-G in Albertville in 
1994. and then took the 
giant two years later in 
Lillehjmmer. The 27-year- 
old Com pag noni. who won 
a silver in Thursday’s 
slalom, won today’s race 
by more than a second and 
a half from Alexandra 
Meissnitzer of Austria. 

Germany's Katja 

Seizi tiger added to her 
Nagano medal tally by tak- 
ing the bronze to go along- 
side her golds from the 
downhill and the com- 
bined. 


the free skating finale, lift- 
ed the North American 





Office Space available 


ILS.A. I four-man bobsleigh team speeds down the spi- 
ral track pasl rain drenched spectators during their 
first run in the finals. The l : .S. team are in fourth posi- 
tion after the first run. The second run was cancelled 
due to poor weather. The final two runs will lake place 
on February 21 (Reuters photo) 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM 


Jordan Institute of Dipfomac 


Jabal Amman - 6th Circle 
Kindly note our new telephone/fax 
numbers will be as follows starting 
Saturday 21st February, 1998: 

Te): 5934400 (7 lines) 
Fax: 5934408 


Office suite 125 m2 located on 
4th floor of prestigious 
commercial building in 
Jabal Amman with commanding 
view. Impressive marble entrance 
hall. 5 rooms , 2 WC, Kitchen, 
Central heating, 2 Phone lines. 
Parking. 

Rent is only JD 35/m2/year 

For details contact 
619676 


ILS.’s Tara Lipinski reacts to her scores in the “kiss and 
cry area” at the White King ice arena following her per- 
formance in the Olympic women's long programme in 
figure skating in Nagano February 20. Lipinski became 
the youngest woman to win the Olympic women’s fig- 
ure skating gold medal overtaking the L’25*s. Michelle 
Kwan who won the silver medah Reuters photo) 

Michelle K. wan's lead in in ihc quarter-finals, now 

play Russia. 7-4 winners 
over Finland, in Sunday’s 
final lhai the NHL and 
CBS television had expect- 
ed would be a showdown 
between the United States 
and CaiuJa. 

The Czechs, with a bril- 
liant display by goalie 
Doniinik Hasck, ' heat 
Canada ill a penalty shoot- 
out alter their semi-final 
ended 1-1. 

The Americans were leti 
with pink faces when 
Nagano organisers 

revealed some of their 
Imekey players had vented 
iheir fee! mu s on their 


/op Opportunity 

In a joint ]ordanian - German project ; there is a vacancy for a 

j 

Database Administrator 

for the Digital National Water Master Plan 
Responsibilities : providing databases administrative support for Oracle and MS 
Access databases residing on Windows NT servers. Servicing and supporting 
the diems installed base in terms of software , access and usage 

Requirements : Jordanian nationality ; degree in computer science ; at least three 
years of professional experience in the field of database administration and 
mannagemeni ; Good knowledge of " MS Access " and "Oracle 7" is required ; 

strong command of the English lan g uage is a must 
This job opening is located in Amman , and will be on a contract basis renewed 

annually 

Please forward you C.V. ( In English ) no later than March 1 ,1 998 

RO. Box. 926238 
Amman 11110 
Attention : NWMP Project 


tk |: 


mi 


G0' £R 


... • M' !t ' 


Hi 


Training and Research Coordinator 

A development organisation is seeking a 
coordinator to plan and oversee Implementation of 
training programmes for women, and research on 
women's issues. 

Responsibilities include:- 

• Project management {financial and administraiiye) 

• Assess needs of target groups and design training 
and research agendas accordingly. 

• Planninq and scheduling of training courses and 
programmes for women, with the possibility of acting 

as a trainer. . 4 

• Overseeing the subcontracting of trainers and 

researchers. 

Applicants should be fluent in Arabic and proficient in 
English, have a university degree, and a minimum ot two 
years work experience. Some background and 
knowledge in one or more of the following is required. 
-Training -Development 

- Teaching ■ Gender 

- Research ■ Management 

Please send your CV no later than March 5th, 
1998, and a recent photo to: 

Women's Programme, 

P.O. Box 230511, 

Amman 11123 , — 


JOB VACANCY 


The WQIC Project is in need of an 

Oracle Professional 

to upgrade and enhance 80 forms 
(Oracle v5 to v7) and prepare 50 new reports 
in Oracle 7 over a two month period. 

Qualifications Required: 

« Minimum two year experience developing on 
Dfcveloper/2000, Forms. Reports, and PL/SQL masters 

■ Experience in Oracle (able structures and Sasic DBA 
* Experience wilh migraiing from old releases oi Oracle 
to Oracle 7 

B Must be able to work with minimum supervision 
c Willing to work long hours, when needl'd 
= Good communication and writing skills in both 
Arabic and English 

b Experience with project management, information 
systems and database engineering 
a Advanced degree in computer science prelerred 


Please send detailed curriculum vitae, including 
professional references by March 5. 1998 to: 

Personal Director 
P.O.Box: 851532 
Al-Suwifiyah 11185 

No telephone or personal inquiries. 


FOR ALL YOUR TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS 

AIRLINE RESERVATIONS - CAR RENTALS - HOTELS 
EMERGENCY CHEQUE CASHING 


PLEASE CALL 


O, INTERNATIONAL 

TRADERS® 



& 



BUSINESS 
Tfcmel 
taw 

Representative 


PHONE: (06) 560 7014 

Offices open from 8:00am to 6:00pm 
Outside office hours, please call (079) 60123 


years experience in 



An international company is looking for self motivated and 
qualified candidates to fill in the following positions 

1. Financial Systeas Project Manager 

a. B.Sc. degree in accounting from o reputable university. 

b. CPA,CMA or MBA is a plus. 

c. 5-7 Years experience, with a minimum of 2 
in Financial Systems Implementation. 

d. Advanced computer skills. 

e. Willing to travel. 

f. Fluent in English and Arabic. 

q. Strong communication skills, flexible and an energetic team player. 

2. Financial Systems Tecs Maters 

q. B.Sc. degree in accounting from a reputable university. 

b. 3-4 Years experience. 

c. Advanced computer skills. 

d. Willing to travel. 

e. Fluent in English and Arabic. 

f. Strong communication skills, flexible and an energetic team player. 

Our solid attractive compensation package includes salary incentives, 
medical and educational benefits. 

Please send a cover letter and C.V. and a recent photo 
to Human Resources/NT P.O. Box 3371 Amman U1S1 Jordan. 
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Palestinians continue pro-Iraqi 
protests; PNA wishes Annan success 

PNA detains press photographers, closes down TV stations 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAELI SOLDIERS fired tear gas Fridav 
to disperse dozens of masked Pales tinian 
teenagers who threw stones, burned tyres 
and blocked a main road with boulders in a 
show of support for Iraq. 

The confiontarion in Beit Fajjar, a remote 
village in the southern West Bank, began 
after Muslim noon prayers. Several dozen 
teenagers burned tyres on the main road 
and blocked it with boulders, hoping to 
draw Israeli soldiers to the village . 

When two army jeeps arrived about an 
hour larer. the youths threw stones at the 
soldiers who responded with tear gas. 

In the West Bank town of -Etethlehem. 
Palestinian police were deployed outside 
mosques to prevent marches after noon 
prayers. 

Palestinian security forces were also 
deployed at all toads leading to the Israeli- 
con trolled enclave of Rachel's Tomb in 
Bethlehem to prevent possible dashes 
between Palestinian protesters and Israeli 
soldiers. 

Two press photographers were arrested 
by Palestinian police on Friday while cov- 
ering a pro-Iraqi demonstration in the West 


Bank, witnesses said. 

Jafar Ashtieh, 30, who was covering the 
event for Age nee France-Presse, and his 
cousin Nasser Ashtieh. 28. a stringer for the 
Associated Press, were seized and taken to 
a police station in Nablus. 

Around 1.500 Palestinians joined the 
rally in the Balata refugee camp near 
Nablus, answering a call by the local 
branch of the-Fateh movement. 

Some 200 Palestinians also burned 
American and Israeli flags in the southern 
Gaza Strip village of Aba San in a demon- 
stration of support for Iraq, witnesses said. 

The self-rule authority also closed eight 
local television and radio stations this 
week, saying they needed to obtain new 
permits from the interior ministry to be able 
to broadcast 

Meanwhile, the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) said it wished U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan success 
Friday as he headed for Baghdad in a last- 
ditch effort to resolve the Iraqi crisis peace- 
full)'. 

'The Palestinian leadership wholeheart- 
edly supports the efforts of Kofi Annan.” 
the Palestinian minister for planning and 
international cooperation, Nabfl Shaath. 


told AFP 

Me Shaath said that while he hoped Iraq 
applies U.N. resolutions on disarmament 
its dignity must be preserved 

‘The Palestinian leadership considers 
that aD possibilities for success must be left 
to Annan, so that he can reach a solution 
which guarantees the freedom and dignity 
of Iraq and the applications of UN. resolu- 
tions,” he said. 

Mr. Shaath criticised certain countries, 
which he did not name, for limiting die 
mandate of the U.N. secretary general. 

‘There are voices which are being raised 
to question Annan's mission and suggest it 
has failed even before it has begun," he 
said, alluding to the United States and 
Britain, which are taking a hard-line on 
UN. weapons inspections. 

"We denounce these voices, which want 
to spread pessimism about the possibility’ of 
a political solution and encourage a military 
solution." he said. 

Witnesses said the demonstration in .Aba 
San was organised by Fateh, the principal 
group of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation headed by Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat. Police did not 
interfere with the demonstration. 


Ramon denies statement on 
Palestinian state in Jordan 



SANCTIONS HIT PEOPLE: A malnourished Iraqi mother sits with her premature- 
ly bom son Ahmed Mustafa in a Baghdad children's hospital on Friday. U.N. offi- 
cials say nearly one third of Iraqi children are malnourished after more than seven 
years of trade sanctions imposed on Iraq (Renters photo) 

Sinn Fein thrown out 
of Ireland peace talks 


By Alia A. Toukan 
Special 10 the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Member of 
Knesset and Israeli Labour 
Party high ranking official 
Haim Ramon, has denied that 
he said a Palestinian state in 
Jordan was “inevitable.” 

Mr. Ramon told Jordanian 
and Palestinian journalists and 
lawyers during a seminar in 
Bet Berl last week that what he 
meant was a federation 
between Jordan and the West 
Bank and Gaza will happen in 
the future due to the "demo- 
graphic and social makeup of 
both societies.” 

In answer to a question he 
said that a Palestinian state 
would take shape before the 
federation between the two 
countries. 

The London-based Arabic 
daily A1 Havat quoted Mr. 
Ramon in December as saying 
that “it is inevitable that Jordan 
will become a Palestinian state, 
perhaps within ten years.” and 
that he no longer differed with 
the assessment of Likud Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
and his hawkish Minister of 
Infrastructure Ariel Sharon, on 
this matter. 

Asked to elaborate on his 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel’s 
Labour opposition leader 
Bhud Barak continues to lead 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in the 
popularity stakes, according 
to an opinion poll published 
on Friday. 

The survey published in the 
Maariv newspaper found that 
if elections were held today. 
42 per cent of those ques- 
tioned would choose Mr. 
Barak and 35 per cent Mr. 


DIYARBAKIR I AFP) — A 
Turkish army commander said 
Friday that die army had mili- 
tarily crushed the separatist 
Kurdish rebellion, and pledged 
a reduction in troop levels in the 
country's troubled southeast in 
the years ahea d . 

Army officials have also 
launched a social and medical 
aid campaign on behalf of 
Kurdish civilians, stepping up 
their psychological warfare 
a gain st the outlawed Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKJO. 

But despite signs of a change 
in their hard line against the 
insurgency, government and 
military officials are still 
staunchly opposed to allowing 
cultural rights for the country's 
estimated 10 million Kurds, 
including education in Kurdish. 

‘In the last several months, 
there has not been a single 
effective attack by the PKK 
against military targets. The 
PKK has definitely lost its abil- 
ity for any military initiative." 
said General Cetin Dogan, 
commander of Turkey's south- 
eastern forces. 

"There are currently some 
1200 PKK militants in the 
mountains trying not to freeze 


statement, Mr. Ramon said 
“no less than 70 per cent of the 
population of Jordan is 
Palestinian, and (the Kingdom) 
would be forced to accept the 
idea of setting up a federal or 
confederal union with parts of 
the ' West Bank under 
Palestinian, Israeli and interna- 
tional pressure.” 

He said that Jordan would 
become a "Palestinian state 
which would include parts of 
the West Bank.” 

The reported comments 
shocked many in Amman who 
had hoped that the “Jordan is 
Palestine” option was buried 
with the signing of the 1994 
Jordaman-Israeli peace treaty. 
Mr. Ramon's comments were 
viewed as especially signifi- 
cant coming from a Labour 
Parly leader. 

Mr. Ramon, who has former- 
ly held the positions of minis- 
ter of interior and minister of 
health under the premiership of 
Yitzhak Rabin and head of the 
Hiscradut, told the Jordan 
Times that the opposition 
Labour Party has not drawn its 
own “security maps," outlining 
Israels final status borders. 

They have not been outlined, 
he said, because the Labour 
Party believes that this should 


Netanyahu, with 23 per cent 
undecided. 

But the margin is narrower 
within the Jewish population, 
which gives Mr. Bartik 41 per 
cent against 39 per cent for 
Mr. Netanyahu, with the rest 
undecided. 

Mr Netanyahu’s popularity 
has fallen slightly as the Iraqi 
weapons crisis has escalated, 
while support for his rival is 
steady, the survey showed 

A poll published by Maariv 


under harsh winter conditions,” 
Gen. Dogan told reporters in 
this mainly Kurdish-populated 
south-eastern centre. 

PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan 
last week admitted that his 
group hoi reduced the level of 
its attacks during the winter, but 
pledged to step up operations 
after March. 

“Although the PKK is now 
under control separatist tenor- 
ism is not My over. That is 
why we still continue anti -PKK 
operations,'' Gen. Dogan said. 

But the general added; ‘"As 
the security situation has greatly 
improved throughout the south- 
east, in the next few years we 
will withdraw die army units to 
their barracks and only the gen- 
darmerie will be responsible for 
internal security matters.” 

Currently, Turkey has current- 
ly 200,000 troops fighting the 
PKK in the southeast including 
some 70,000 gendarmerie force 
members. 

Merc than 29,000 people 
have been killed in PKK-relaied 
violence in the region since 
1984 when the rebels lnunc bed 
their armed campaign for a 
Kurdish homeland. 

The Turkish military says the 


be negotiated during final star 
tus talks. 

He pointed out, however, 
that although there was no 
absolute consensus within the 
Labour Parly on this issue, the 
majority agreed on certain 
“principles” of what the bor- 
ders would look like. 

The Jordan Valle)’ belt and 
“major settlements” would be 
retained, be said. He insisted 
however that there is a differ- 
ence in thinking on the matter 
between Labour and the Likud. 

Likud leaders want Israel to 
retain a 5-20 kilometres strip of 
land along the West bank of the 
Ionian River. 

But Mr. Ramon said the 
Labour Party was not talking 
about Israeli sovereignty on the 
Jordan Valley belt Instead, the 
idea was to have an arrange- 
ment with the Palestinians 
whereby Israel would have a 
presence there for a period of 
time, perhaps 10- 15 years, after 
which it would reassess the sit- 
uation. 

On the stalled Middle East 
peace process, Mr. Ramon said 
that even if the Palestinians 
complied My with the Oslo 
accords, still, Mr. Netanyahu 
would not stick to his side of 
the bargain. 


at the end of January gave Mr. 
Netanyahu 37 per cent sup- 
port compared with 42 per 
cent for Mr. Barak. 

Friday's survey was con- 
ducted by an independent 
polling institute of 1,400 
Israelis, both Jews and Arabs, 
and has a three per cent mar- 
gin of error. 

Israel's next elections for 
prime minister and the 120- 
member parliament are due in 
2000. 


death toll includes nearly 

20.000 PKK rebels. 4,500 
members of the security forces 
and 4,500 civilians. The PKK 
says the Turkish army's losses 
are higher. 

In an effort to improve its 
relations with the Kurdish pop- 
ulation in Turkey’s most under- 
developed region, the army has 
begun distributing aid materials 
to over 200,000 children in 

4.000 villages, militaiy 
spokesman Necdet Ar said 

The aid package, worth $6.5 
million, includes medicine, 
clothing, education materials 
and computers, the spokesman 
said He added the army has 
also launched a medical cam- 
paign and treated more than 

50.000 Kurdish civilians last 
year in tire southeast, which 
lacks proper state and civilian 
hospitals. 

But despite the army’s psy- 
chological campaigns to try to 
win the hearts of Kurdish civil- 
ians, a ban on the use of the 
Kunfish language in education 
and television broadcasts con- 
tinues, with no changes in sight 
on the Turkish government's 
policies- 


Britain 
to grant 
aid for 
Sudan’s 
civil war 
victims 

N AIR OB 10 (AFP) — 
Britain said Friday it will 
grant Sudan S6.66 million 
through U.N. agencies to 
help Sudanese civil war 
victims. 

A press statement from 
the British high commis- 
sion. or embassy, said the 
grant pledge to the 1998 
U.N. appeal for Sudan will 
help more than four million 
displaced Sudanese in 
southern Sudan and those 
living in refugee camps 
near Khartoum in the 
north. 

A total of S3. 16 million 
would go to the U.N. 
World Food Programme 
and $3 million to non-food 
emergency assistance 
through U.N. and interna- 
tional non-governmental 
agencies. 

Another S300.000 would 
go to the U.N. 
Humanitarian 
Coordination Unit in 
Khartoum and $200,000 to 
the World Health 
Organisation Global Polio 
Eradication Programme in 
southern Sudan. 

According to the state- 
ment. the British aid would 
be delivered under the aus- 
pices of the U.N. Operation 
Lifeline Sudan (OLS) — a 
body created through an 
agreement negotiated 
between the U.N. and the 
Sudanese government to 
assist internally displaced 
and war-affected civilians 
in Sudan. 

The aid is channelled 
mainly through interna- 
tional non-governmental 
organisations and U.N. 
agencies, registered under 
the OLS agreement and 
framework, working in the 
field and targeting at the 
most urgent needs identi- 
fied by the aid agencies. 

Last year, Britain granted 
more than $5 million in 
food through the British aid 
agency Oxfam and the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross for the popu- 
lation of the Red Sen Hills 
and those in North 
Kordofan and South Darfur 
through the U.N. 
Children’s Fund and 
CARE the statement said. 

Britain’s bilateral devel- 
opment programme to 
Sudan was terminated in 
January 1991 because of 
concerns about the coun- 
try’s human rights, eco- 
nomic mismanagement, 
terrorism and continuing 
civil war in the south. 


BELFAST (AFP) — Five 
months after its historic 
entry’ into the Northern 
Ireland peace talks, the 
IRA’s political wing, Sinn 
Fein, was forced out Friday, 
throwing the process into 
fresh uncertainty. 

Despite furious protests 
and a last-ditch court battle, 
the Republican Party was 
suspended till March 9 by 
London and Dublin because 
of two murders blamed on 
the paramilitary group. 

The IRA's ceasefire 
declared in July last year 
allowed the party to enter 
the talks aimed at finding a 
political solution to the 
British-ruled province’s 
troubles. 

The suspension, widely 


MORE THAN 200' million 
voters are eligible to cast then- 
ballots Sunday in the second 
phase of national elections in 
the world’s largest democracy, 
an official .communique said 
Friday. 

It said the hugest number. 38 
million, were fisted to vote in 
Uttar Pradesh state, regarded 
as India's political heartland 

The state, a sprawling region 
of 140 million people, elects 85 
of India's 545 members of par- 
liament, the most of all India's 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Monica Lewinsky’s father 
lashed out at prosecutors 
who interrogated her about 
an alleged affair with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton as the 
president' lawyers consid- 
ered Thursday wbeiher to 
invoke “executive privi- 
lege" to restrict questioning 
of the president’s close con- 
fidants. 

Breaking his silence. 
Bernard Lewinsky of 
Beverley Hills, California, 
told ABC-TV interviewer 
Barbara Walters that be 
“can’t imagine” his daugh- 
ter would fabricate her rela- 
tionship with Mr. Clinton. 


anticipated. nevertheless 

sent shockwaves through 
the province. 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams branded it “dis- 
graceful” and called for 
peaceful Republican 

demonstrations. 

The move also rekindled 
fears about the reaction of 
the TRA itself. 

Mr. Adams said he was 
seeking urgent meetings 
with British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair and his Irish 
counterpart Bertie Ahem “to 
discuss with them the crisis 
caused by today's decision.” 

But he said Sinn Fein was 
dropping its legal battle to 
prevent its exclusion from 
the talks. 

Predictably the short peri- 


25 provinces. It has given India 
eight of its 12 prime ministere. 

Sunday’s voting will take 
place across 10 states. The final 
days ofballoting are on Feb. 28 
and March 7. 

More than 25 million people 
were registered Sunday to vole 
in the western state of 
Maharashtra, India's most 
industrialised province. 

Balloting will also be held in 
the southern stares of Andhra 
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu as 
well as West Bengal in eastern 
India, a Marxist bastion for 
over two decades. 

Meanwhile, India's election 


Dr. Lewinsky, in excerpts 
of the interview to be broad- 
cast on ABC’ “20-20” 
Friday night, accused inde- 
pendent council Kenneth 
Stan - of Nazi-era tactics. 

Mr. Clinton, meanwhile, 
confirmed that his lawyers 
were considering whether 
to invoke executive privi- 
lege. which past presidents 
have used to avoid having 
White House personnel 
answer certain questions 
about the president. The 
legal position is rooted in 
the idea that the president's 
power conduct of his office 
needs to be protected from 
probes by the other separate 


od of the expulsion infuriat- 
ed the pro-British Protestant 
parties who dismissed Sinn 
Fein’s punishment as noth- 
ing more than a slap on die 
wrist. 

The Protestant Ulster 

Democratic Party has been 
excluded from negotiations 
for the past four weeks after 
its associated militia, the 
Ulster Freedom Fighters, 
admitted they carried out 
three killings during 

January. 

They have been told they 
will be allowed back in 
from Monday. 

Ulster Unionist 

spokesman John Taylor said 
letting Sinn Fein back into 

(Continued on page 7) 


commission Friday cancelled 
election results in the country’s 
most volatile constituency, 
officials said 

The poll panel declared the 
elections in the eastern city of 
Patna "null and void” because 
of large-scale fraud in 
Monday’s balloting in the 
region, one of India's largest 
cities, the officials said 

The autonomous panel also 
ordered the transfer of the city 
police chief and administrator, 
blaming the two top officials 

(Continued on page 7) 


branches of government 
the judiciary and the 
Congress. 

"It is my understanding 
the White House Counsel is 
trying to resolve the issue 
today," Mr. Clinton said, 
declining to discuss it fur- 
ther. 

The issue surfaced as 
presidential confidant 
Bruce Lindsey testified for 
a second day in Mr. Starr’s 
investigation into an alleged 
sexual relationship between 
Ms. Lewinsky and Mr. 
Clinton. 

“Lay off” Ms. Lewinsky’s 

(Continued on page 7) 


Frustrated Japanese 
man on plane 
bites woman - 

TOKYO (AFP) — A 'frus- 
trated Japanese man on a 
flight from Seoul, angered by 
a fellow passenger’s repeat- 
ed refusal to disclose her 
telephone number, savagely 
bit her on the arm, police 
said. While on rhe Japan 
Airlines flight to Tokyo, Jiro 
Zennyoji repeatedly asked 
the 33-vear-old civil servant 
for her telephone number, a 
police official said. Angered 
by her refusal, the 51 -year- 
old bit her on the right arm, 
infli cting injuries that 
required two weeks' medical 
treatment, police alleged. 
The man and his victim had 
not met before the incident 

Raquel Welch 
hounded out of 
Vienna ball 

VIENNA (AFP) — U.S. 
film star Raquel Welch left 
Vienna's glamourous Opera 
Ball early Friday after being 
hounded by paparazzi with 
few other celebrities to 
chase. The 58-year-old 
actress, invited to rite ball by 
a Vienna businessman, left 
shortly after midnight after 
cameramen persistently fol- 
lowed her at the $210-a-tick- 
et event, said an AFP corre- 
spondent. The bail’s guest- 
list was the subject of fren- 
zied speculation for weeks. 
Topping the hoped-for list - 
were Richard Gere and 
Priscilla Presley. Neither 
turned up. leaving Welch the 
sole international-level star 
present. 

Valentine card costs 
hubby $4.8 million 

LONDON (AFP) — A $1,6 
investment in a St 
Valentine’s Day card for his 
wife cost a British husband 
$4.8 million this week. Sala 
Sid, 47, from Orpington, 
southern England, plays the 
same numbers - on Britain's 
national lottery each week 
but last week -decided to 
spend his pound stake on a- 
Valentine’s day card for his 
wife instead. Unfortunately 
for him his six numbers 
came up. Family joy was 
shortlived as a crestfallen Sid 
admitted he had not bought a 
ticket but bought a card for 
his wife Zohra. 36. ‘Tra not 
sure my three children will 
ever forgive me.” said Sid, a 
radio presentee. But tus wife 
has. Sid plans to continue 
playing the lottery, but with 
different numbers. 

Thousands of carnival 
clowns invade 
German city halls 

BONN (AFP) — Thousands ■ 
of German carnival clowns 
flocked into city halls in 
Bonn, Cologne, Dussekiorf 
and Aachen on Thursday, as 
part of a week of fancy-dress 
celebrations involving even 
Chancellor Helmut KohL 
The carnival week got under- 
way on Wednesday as 25 
delegations: of cavorting., 
clowns made their way into 
Kohl’s offices in Bonn. “A 
candidate for the chancellery 
should be able to pat up with 
that," Kohl laughed In 
Thursday's city half inva- 
sions, which took place at 
exactly 11:11 am as dictated 
by carnival tradition, clowns 
brandished giant scissors to 
snip off the ties of startled 
mayors who would then 
hand over the keys to the 
offices. 

Man rescued after 
parrot mimics 
cries for help - 

CHEDDAR (AFP) — A 
British man trapped when his 
van rolled forward- and 
pinned him to the ground 
was rescued when, a parrot 
mimicked his cries for help, 
he said Richard Stone, 58, 
faced a long and agonising 
wait for help at a vegetable - 
patch he was tending until a 
red blue and green macaw 
parrot called Sonny in a cage 
at a nearby caravan park 
heard his cries and repeated 
thenx. Two passerS-by beard . 
the pamx and freed Stone. \ 


Barak still leads Netanyahu in polls 


Turk army says Kurd rebellion crushed 


200 million get chance to vote 
in second phase of Indian polls 

Rioting erupts again in Muslim shrine city 

Combined agency 
dispatches 


Lewinsky’s father: She didn’t make it 
up, prosecutor overstepping bounds 




